Dr. Dan Fountain (fountain@meredith.edu)    Phone: Office 760-2825
Office Hours (Room 226 Joyner Hall): MWF 11-11:50am; TR 9:30-10:30; or by appointment 

HIS 214 American History to 1876 Fall 2011 (MWF 9am & 12pm)
Course Description: The emergence of the federal system, democracy, states’ rights, nationalism, territorial expansion, slavery and civil war, reconstruction.
Course Objectives & Educational Outcomes: By taking this course students will
	1. understand the major developments of US history.
2. develop critical thinking and analytical writing skills by engaging the above concepts in class discussions and formal writing assignments.
3. hone verbal skills by delivering a formal presentation on an approved  book of their choosing that addresses an important cultural issue.
In addition, as a General Education designated U.S. Perspectives Course 
1. Students will examine how diverse cultures have shaped significant ideas, ideals, and values of U.S. society. 
2. Students will analyze the complexities of U.S. cultural experience(s) through relevant disciplinary methods of interpretation. 
3. Students will express their knowledge of an important U.S. cultural issue through written work, presentation, or artistic production.
Course Requirements: Although much of the class will be in lecture format, students are expected to participate in class discussions of all assigned readings. Graded work for this course includes two mid-term exams and a final exam. Exams will include short answer and essay portions. Each exam will be worth 20% of your final grade. Another 20% of your course grade will come from two essays and an oral presentation based on supplemental readings. The remaining 20% of your final grade will be determined by quizzes based on your assigned readings.  Because quizzes will be unannounced, PUNCTUALITY IS ESSENTIAL. There will be NO MAKEUP QUIZZES OR EXAMS without prior approval of the professor or unless a valid and documented excuse is provided.  NO LATE OR UNSTAPLED PAPERS WILL BE ACCEPTED. Due dates for papers and additional assignments are determined by the instructor and will not always mirror those appearing on the syllabus. Final grades will be based on a ten point scale (100-90=A, 89-80=B, 79-70=C, 69-60=D, 59 & below=F)) 
Attendance: Attendance is required.  Students must inform your professor beforehand if you will miss class for an illness or medical reason (when possible), approved religious holiday, intercollegiate athletic competition or official school activity.  Students who engage in inappropriate online activities or texting during class will be marked absent for the day.  Each student is permitted 5 total absences (only institutionally sponsored absences do not count toward the total).  After the 5th absence the student’s grade will be reduced one letter grade for each additional class missed regardless of the nature of the absence.  Any presentation or assignment of any kind missed without prior notification (where possible) and a valid reason for the absence will count as a zero.  When you miss any established deadline for a legitimate reason, you have one week to contact the professor and arrange to makeup the work missed.  If you fail to contact the professor one week after missing the deadline the missed work will be assigned a zero.

Expectations for Class Participation Adapted from Teaching Concerns: Newsletter of the Teaching Resource Center for Faculty and Teaching Assistants, University of Virginia, Jan 1996. Available: http://trc.virginia.edu/tc/1996/Grading.htm

The chart below is a good guide for describing the correlation between class performance and overall student grades.

	Grade
	Criteria

	F
	 Absent or present and generally unresponsive.

	D
	  Present, not disruptive. 
  Tries to respond when called on but does not offer much. 
  Demonstrates very infrequent involvement in discussion. 

	C
	  Demonstrates adequate preparation: knows basic case or reading facts, but does not show evidence of trying to interpret or analyze them. 
  Offers straightforward information (i.e., straight from the case or reading), without elaboration or very infrequently (perhaps once a class). 
  Does not offer to contribute to discussion, but contributes to a moderate degree when called on. 
  Demonstrates sporadic involvement. 

	B
	  Demonstrates good preparation: knows case or reading facts well, has thought through implications of them. 
  Offers interpretations and analysis of case material (more than just facts) to class. 
  Contributes well to discussion in an ongoing way: responds to other students' points, thinks through own points, questions others in a constructive way, offers and supports suggestions that may be counter to the majority opinion. 
  Demonstrates consistent ongoing involvement. 

	A
	  Demonstrates excellent preparation: has analyzed case exceptionally well, relating it to readings and other material (e.g., readings, course material, discussions, experiences, etc.). 
  Offers analysis, synthesis, and evaluation of case material, e.g., puts together pieces of the discussion to develop new approaches that take the class further. 
  Contributes in a very significant way to ongoing discussion: keeps analysis focused, responds very thoughtfully to other students' comments, contributes to the cooperative argument-building, suggests alternative ways of approaching material and helps class analyze which approaches are appropriate, etc. 
  Demonstrates ongoing very active involvement. 



Technological etiquette
Cell phones and other electronic devices: As a courtesy to the instructor and to each other, students should keep their cell phones turned off during the class. If a student is expecting an urgent call (e.g. related to an illness in the family), she should let me know before the class, and leave the classroom to take the call when it comes.
 
If I see a student texting during class, I will count her absent for the day. If I see a student texting at any point during a quiz or an exam, the student will receive a zero on that assignment.
 
Laptops: please do not use your laptops in class.
Exceptions:
a. when I specifically ask you to (for example, to complete course evaluations or other in-class, online activities)
 
b.   if you have a documented disability or special need, and using a laptop in class helps mitigate the effects of that disability. If this is the case, please bring a copy of the documentation from the Disability Services Office and come talk to me ASAP so that we can work out a special arrangement. 

Inclement Weather: We will follow the official college policies and announcements.

Students with Disabilities: Reasonable accommodations will be made for students with documented disabilities.  In order to receive accommodations, students must go through the Counseling Center/Disability Services Office.  Disability Services is located in 106 Carroll Hall and can be reached at 760-8427 or disabilityservices@meredith.edu.  For additional information see the website at http://www.meredith.edu/students/counsel/disability.

Required Texts: 
Give Me Liberty! Vol. 1, Eric Foner 
New Worlds for All: Indians, Europeans, and the Remaking of Early America, Colin Calloway
Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, Frederick Douglass.  (Available for free via Google Books and Documenting the American South)
Supplemental readings on an important cultural issue approved by the instructor. 
HONOR CODE: We, the Meredith Community, are committed to developing and affirming in each student a sense of personal honor and responsibility.  Uncompromising honesty and forthrightness are essential elements of this commitment.  The Honor System is a method by which individual honors are protected and maintained.  Any dishonorable action will be regarded as a violation of this commitment, and corrective action will be taken.  If I am in violation of the Honor Code, to prevent jeopardizing the Honor System or weakening our system of self-government, I have an obligation to report myself to the proper authorities.  If I am aware of a violation of the Honor System by another student, I shall call this matter to the attention of that student as a violation of responsibility to the community.  In choosing Meredith College, I am accepting the Honor System as a way of life.  As a Meredith College student, I am responsible for insuring that the Honor System is at all times carried out.
Plagiarism: Any uncredited use of another’s information or ideas is plagiarism whether or not the wording is changed.  Paraphrasing another’s words without giving them credit is plagiarism!!  Students guilty of plagiarism will not only receive a zero on the assignment but, in most cases, will fail the entire course.  In order to actively discourage plagiarism all written assignments will be submitted via the SafeAssign link on Blackboard.

Schedule of Class Topics and Readings 

Week One (Beginning Aug 17, W-F): Course Introduction / Geography Exercise/Book Analysis 
Readings: Chapter 1 pgs 4-48

Week Two (Beginning Aug 22, MWF): New World Exploration / Columbian Exchange
Readings: Chapter 1 pgs 4-48

Week Three (Beginning Aug 29, MWF): Colonization & 17th Century
Readings: Chapter 2-3

Week Four (Beginning Sept 7 WF): Colonial Life 18th Century Life 
Readings: Chapter 3-4
Calloway Book Quiz (counts for two quizzes) & Class Discussion

Week Five (Beginning Sept 12, MWF): Colonial Crisis & The American Revolution 
Readings: Chapters 5-6 
First Mid-Term Exam 

Week Six (Beginning Sept 19, MWF): The New Nation
Readings: Chapter 7
Book Selection Due

Week Seven (Beginning Sept 26, MWF): The Federalist Era & Jeffersonian America 
Readings: Chapter 8 

Week Eight (Beginning Oct 3, MW): Jacksonian America 
Readings: Chapter 10

Autumn Recess: Oct 6-Oct 9 

Week Nine (Beginning Oct 10, MWF): The Market Revolution/ Religion & Reform 
Readings: Chapter 9 & 12

Week Ten (Beginning Oct 17, MWF): Slavery and the Old South & Discussion of Douglass
Readings: Chapter 11, Douglass, Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass (Paper Due) 

Week Eleven (Beginning Oct 24, MWF): Manifest Destiny 
Readings: Chapter 13
Second Mid-Term Exam 
 
Week Twelve (Beginning Oct 31, MWF): Sectional Conflict 
Readings: Chapter 13 &14

Week Thirteen (Beginning Nov 7, MWF): War for Southern Independence
Readings: Chapter 13 &14

Week Fourteen (Beginning Nov 14, MWF): Class Presentations & Book Analysis Due

Week Fifteen (Beginning Nov 21 M): Reconstruction
Readings: Chapter 15 

Thanksgiving Break Wednesday 11/23 to Sunday 11/27

Week Sixteen (Beginning Nov 28 MW): Reconstruction/Lost Cause
Readings: Chapter 15 

(Beginning Dec 2-8) Final Exams 

MWF 9am Exam- Thursday December 8th at 9am

MWF 12pm Exam- Thursday December 8th at 1pm


Writing a Book Analysis: An Introduction
Format: All papers should be 1000 to 1500 words in length.  These limitations are set so as to allow students to write as much as they need to put down on paper.  In other words, some books are more complex than others and require more analysis.  Each student should write accordingly.  A 4 page paper can just as easily earn high marks as a 6 page paper.  However, a five page paper that ignores major themes of the work examined can easily earn a poor grade.  There is no penalty for exceeding 6 pages.  Papers should be typed and double spaced with one inch margins with numbered pages.  

Choose your book wisely!  Read some of it before making an official selection.  Once I approve the book, any change in books will result in a letter grade reduction from the final paper grade.

Before beginning your analysis you should provide the reader with a full bibliographic citation that will serve in lieu of a title:

Example: Brindenbaugh, Carl. Cities in the Wilderness: Urban Life in America 1625-1742. New York: Capricorn Press, 1964.

	Consult a style guide (Chicago Manual of Style, Turabian) if you are unsure how to properly cite the book you’ve read.

Each analysis should contain the following basic elements

A) Introduction- This will at most be a short paragraph.  You should inform the reader what book you are analyzing and what general thrust this work takes.  In other words, you should sum up the topic and identify the author’s thesis in a few sentences.  Creativity is helpful in most good introductions.  Catch the reader’s interest with a tantalizing comment or connection but don’t stray too far from the path.

B) Summary of Contents- This is the point where you will outline the basic arguments or story of the text.  Who is the person or what is the issue that the book describes?  Describe the significance of this person’s life or this issue for the history of the United States.  How did the author view this individual or describe the substance of this issue?   What was his/her/its major contribution to the history of the nation?  Were/was they/it a positive or negative force in history?  Do not dedicate too much space to retelling every nuance of the author’s work.  This is not a book report and I should not read every detail of this person’s life or this issue.  Instead, your job is to describe the author’s arguments about this individual or issue and outline the main events that make this subject worthwhile.  In other words, if it isn’t a main idea or central to the book, it shouldn’t appear in this paper.

C) Relevance for this course- Describe what this book tells us about US life before 1877.  In other words, why is this subject significant?  How does he/she/it broaden your understanding of United States history?  What themes does this book touch on that relate to major developments in the history of the nation?  Does the author offer a different interpretation of facts than were presented to you in class or in your assigned text?  Examples could be the expansion of slavery, growth of democracy, growth of industrial capitalism, race relations, nationalism, manifest destiny, etc…

D) Conclusion- Provide the reader with a brief summation of what you’ve just described and analyzed.  Pull it all together into a meaningful final statement on the nature and value of the book you’ve read.  As with an introduction, creativity is often useful here.

Citations: If you quote/paraphrase/borrow ideas from the book you are analyzing, simply cite the page numbers on which the materials you used appear.  If you draw materials from another source, your text book for example, please provide a full footnote for that outside source.

Example of note for book you are reviewing:  According to Wells, “Nobody in this section of the country believes the old thread bare lie that Negro men rape white women.” (52)

Example of footnote number placement for outside source: “Their resistance was non-violent and in the best American tradition.”
6


Helpful Hints:  Papers should be polished and in final form when turned in to the instructor.  Sloppy form and poor grammar WILL NEGATIVELY IMPACT YOUR GRADE.  Do not refer to yourself in the paper.  Your analysis should appear to be as objective as possible.  Therefore, statements such as “I really liked this book because…..”  or  “I feel the author did not do a good job…” should not appear anywhere in your paper.  Use spellcheck and other helpful computer tools to ensure that your work contains as few errors as possible.  




Guide for History Writing

1. Start Early!!!!!!!: Last minute writing is usually very obvious & of lesser quality.  It will be graded accordingly.

2. Follow Instructions: Use the appropriate margins, paper length, spacing, font size & format, staple

All Dr. Fountain papers should begin as follows: 1 inch margins, double spaced, font 10-12, pages numbered

Top of the Page
Your Name (no line skipped after name)
Course #, Day & Time (MWF 9)
	Skip 1 single space
First line of paper (4th line on sheet of paper)

3. Proofread Papers- Read your papers thoroughly & correct errors.  Run Spellcheck!!!!!  Gratuitous spelling errors = one letter grade reduction 

4. Use words properly- Write what you mean and mean what you write.  Don’t just plug in words from the thesaurus if you don’t know the precise meaning.  This can create awkward wording that blurs what you intended to write.  Also make sure you use homonyms and similarly spelled words correctly.  For example you need to know the difference between

their, there & they’re		principal & principle		your & you’re		lead & led

affect & effect			where, we’re & were		bear & bare		secession & succession

its & it’s				then & than			no, now & know

5. All papers should include an introduction, body and a conclusion.  Paragraphs should contain no fewer than 3 sentences and focus on one or two ideas or points.  Separate paragraphs should be linked together with transitional sentences so that your presentation of ideas “flows.”

A) Introduction- This will at most be a short paragraph and must include a thesis statement.  Your thesis statement should specifically declare what general argument your paper takes.  A thesis statement is usually a single declarative sentence which explains to the reader the central idea or argument of your paper.  Creativity is helpful in most good introductions.  Catch the reader’s interest with a tantalizing comment or connection but don’t stray too far from the path.   
B) Body- This is the “guts” of your paper.  Here you will outline the various arguments or pieces of evidence that support your thesis statement.  The body will be composed of several paragraphs each of which will focus on one or two main ideas or points.  Paragraphs should rarely if ever “run on” for a full page.
C) Conclusion- Provide the reader with a brief summation of what you’ve just described and analyzed.  Pull it all together into a meaningful final statement that brings closure to your paper.  As with an introduction, creativity is often useful here.

6. Plagiarism- Any uncredited use of another’s information or ideas is plagiarism whether or not the wording is changed.  Paraphrasing another’s words without giving them credit is plagiarism!!  Students guilty of plagiarism will receive a zero on the assignment and will likely fail the entire course.

7. Citations: If you quote/paraphrase/borrow ideas from the book you are analyzing, simply cite the page numbers on which the materials you used appear.  If you draw materials from another source, your text book for example, please provide a full footnote for that outside source.

Example of note for book you are reviewing:  According to Wells, “Nobody in this section of the country believes the old thread bare lie that Negro men rape white women.” (52)

Example of footnote number placement for outside source: “Their resistance was non-violent and in the best American tradition.”
[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Roger Daniels. Prisoners Without Trial: Japanese Americans in World War II. (New York: Hill and Wang, 2004), 56.] 


