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Department of History and Political Science
History 200A: History of Latin America                                                 Spring 2008



Spring 2007

Instructor: Dr. Débora Maldonado-DeOliveira



Office: Martin 124
E-mail: deoliveirad@meredith.edu, dmdeoliveira@yahoo.com

Telephone: x2870

Office Hours: Mondays and Wednesdays 2 – 5pm and by appointment.

Required texts:
Burns and Charlip, Latin America: A Concise Interpretive History, 8th ed. (2006)

Texts provided on BlackBoard and on reserve in the library

Course description: HIS 200 looks at the history of Latin America from colonial times to the independence and ending with the study of the contemporary social, cultural, political characteristics of its societies.  This course is cross-listed with REL 287 Latin American Liberation Theology.  Films about Latin America are the centerpiece of this linkage.
Course objectives: The main objectives for this course are:

· to survey the different periods of Latin American history through its varied social, cultural, economic, and political manifestations and its cultural products (such as art and literature), and

· to evaluate Latin American voices and images to complement the views presented in the textbook.

Student outcomes: At the end of the course, students will be able to:

· Develop an understanding of the dynamics of the evolution of the political, cultural, economic, and social realities of Latin America,

· Understand Latin America’s relations with other areas of the world, such as the United States,

· Understand how the peoples of Latin America perceive themselves and foreigners, and

· Develop analytical skills to analyze the current realities of Latin America.

Grading for the course:




Grading Scale:
Exams (2)



20%


100 – 91%
A
Final paper



20%


90 – 81%
B

Film Reflections (6)


20%


80 – 71%
C
Oral presentation (1)


15%


70 – 65%
D
Homework, quizzes


10%


64 – 0%
F
Class participation and attendance
10%

News (2)



5%
FINAL PAPER DUE: TUESDAY, MAY 6, 2008.
*** Progress is more important than stellar beginnings.  Lack of progress is of special concern and should receive our immediate attention.  Please talk to me if your grade ever falls below 75%.

Attendance and Tardy Policy: The Department of History attendance policy allows students two (2) unexcused absences for TTH classes.  For each absence beyond the allowed number, I will deduct 2% of your final grade.  If tardiness becomes a problem, the following policy will apply: Leaving class early (15 minutes or more) = a “tardy.”  3 tardies = 1 absence.  If you must miss a class, please let me know in advance the reason of your absence.  You can either call me, e-mail me and/or leave a message on my phone mail and/or in my mailbox at Martin Hall.

Tests, Quizzes, and Make-ups: There are two written take-home tests, several quizzes, six film reflections, and a final paper (8-10 pages) in this class.  You may also be asked to submit homework for a quiz grade.  Absentees lose that grade.  If you miss class on the day of a test and wish to make up the work, you must provide at the beginning of the next class written documentation for your absence (medical, school sports participation, etc.) along with the homework assigned for the previous class.  The lowest quiz grade will be dropped in the final grading.

Homework: Assignments are made on a day-to-day basis and are made page to page.  You are responsible for all material therein.  You are also responsible for material assigned when you are absent.  Each missing assignment will affect your final homework grade according to the following scale: 1 point for the first missing assignment, 2 points the second, etc.  Please hand in required homework in a neat format, double-spaced and either written in ink or typed or printed.  Students who do not follow this procedure will receive a final grade for the class that takes into account all work completed and zero credit for work that is missed or not completed.
Assignments should be completed daily following the topics covered for each day of class.  Your homework will not be evaluated on the basis of how many mistakes you make, but on how thoroughly you corrected your work.  Mistakes are part of the learning process.  You must identify your errors and learn from them.  If any topic is not clear, PLEASE come to see me as soon as possible to clarify it.  The homework for a particular lesson is due at the end of that lesson, which is announced in this syllabus.

Oral Presentations: The oral presentations (15-20 minutes) can be done in groups of two or three students.  The goal is to increase students’ knowledge of the Americas as well as their awareness of current issues and events in Latin America and the Spanish-speaking communities in the United States. Students must consult with the professor about the topic before the assigned date of their presentation.  You are going to be asked to complete an evaluation of your classmates’ presentation.  I will provide a sheet to assist you in the evaluation process.  I will summarize the evaluations and comments along with the grading, and give them to the presenters two days after their oral presentation.  You can check the “External Links” section on BlackBoard for resources and ideas.  Please see adjunct sheet for details.

News: Assignments on news items in the press and on the Internet will increase students’ knowledge and awareness of current events in the Spanish-speaking world.  Students will present a summary of the news orally (2-5 minutes) at the beginning of the class and then at the end submit the written version along with a photocopy of the original news.  There are many useful sites to look up, such as www.worldpress.org, www.lanic.utexas.edu, and www.barnews.com.

Final paper: Students will culminate their studies in this course with a 8-10 page paper (with a minimum of 4 references in the bibliography), which will reflect her studies either through a formal research or a creative venture which will demonstrate her understanding and analysis of a topic pertaining to twentieth (or twenty-first) century Latin America (politics, economy, social issues, etc.)

Film Reflections:  There are six films to watch in this class; five of them are common films with REL 287.  Film discussions will begin at the last half-hour of REL 287 and continue at the beginning of HIS 200.  Students will type 2-3 pages, double-spaced film reflections on all five of the common films and one specific to HIS 200.  The reflection should include a general plot summary (keep it short!) and a more lengthy presentation of the student’s reaction to it.  Please make two hard copies, one for each professor, and they are due at the beginning of class.  The film reflections will be graded according to content, grammar, organization, and length. (Film discussions will begin during the last half-hour of REL 287 and continued at the first half-hour of this course)

Class Participation: Active participation IS essential.  Silence is NOT an option.  I will evaluate your consistent preparation for class (reading of assigned pages, homework, etc.), your active, informed participation in class activities, and group work throughout the semester.  Expect to be called upon frequently, as well as occasional pop quizzes.

E-mail Policy: E-mail is useful in that it keeps professors and students in touch.  However, please do not use e-mail to ask about what is already here on this syllabus (what were the assigned pages, when is the homework due, etc.).  Please limit your e-mail messages to academic and class matters.

Phones and Pagers Policy: Out of respect for your classmates and professors, please silence your phones, beepers, and pagers in the classroom.

Inclement Weather Policy: In the event of inclement weather, call 832-8878 for the latest information on class cancellations and office closings.  Also listen to 101.5 FM and 91.5 FM for more information.
La Tertulia: The Spanish Club meets several times during the semester.  Announcements for the Tertulia are posted on the departmental bulletin boards and announced in class.

Spanish films: Please be sure to take advantage of any Spanish films offered in local theaters on the Spanish-speaking world or on Univisión on Meredith cable.  If you would like to accumulate points for extra credit, you may type a one-page, double-spaced report on a film or a Hispanic cultural event, such as La Fiesta del Pueblo or El Foro Latino (2 maximum).  The report should include a general plot summary (keep it short) and a more lengthy presentation of your reaction to it.  Here you may discuss the theme presented, the relationship expressed or understood between individuals, the cultural aspects (family, home, meals, religion, interpersonal relationships, etc.) which you noticed.

Students with disabilities: Meredith College’s policy is not to discriminate against students with documented disabilities in its educational programs.  If you have a disability related need for modification in this course, please contact me immediately and the Coordinator of Disability Services within the first two weeks of classes.  Reasonable accommodations will be made for students with documented disabilities.   In order to receive accommodations, students must go through the Counseling Center / Disability Services office, located in 106 Carroll.  The Coordinator for Disability Services can be reached at 760-8427 or via email at disabilityservices@meredith.edu. For additional information see the website at http://www.meredith.edu/students/counsel/disability.

Meredith College Honor Code:

We, the Meredith Community, are committed to developing and affirming in each student a sense of personal honor and responsibility.  Uncompromising honesty and forthrightness are essential elements of this commitment.  The Honor System is a method by which individual honors are protected and maintained.  Any dishonorable action will be regarded as a violation of this commitment, and corrective action will be taken.


If I am in violation of the Honor Code, to prevent jeopardizing the Honor System or weakening our system of self-government, I have an obligation to report myself to the proper authorities.  If I am aware of a violation of the Honor System by another student, I shall call this matter to the attention of that student as a violation of responsibility to the community.


In choosing Meredith College, I am accepting the Honor System as a way of life.  As a Meredith student, I am responsible for insuring that the Honor System is at all times carried out.

*** I am here to help you.  If you have any problem with any of the lessons, assignments, etc., please let me know (in advance!) and together we will work toward a solution.  I hope that by the end of this course you will feel confident with the material on this class.
REMEMBER: PARTICIPATION IS ESSENTIAL!!!

ORAL PRESENTATIONS FOR

INTRODUCTION TO LATIN AMERICAN HISTORY (HIS 200)

Research and bibliography method:

To carry out research for the oral presentation, the group should be sure to incorporate information from the following:

· Two (2) books pertinent to the subject matter.

· Six (6) articles from the press, which can be written interviews, statistics, personal opinions (such as editorials and “letters to the editor”), or “objectively reported news.”

· Eight (8) articles from the Internet.

Evaluation of Projects:

The group project will provide 15% of each student’s grade.  The overall grade will be determined by an evaluation of the following:

1. Subject matter and organization of the presentation

2. Oral presentation

3. Use of visual and auditory materials to improve presentation

4. Responsiveness to the questions of the class

5. Grammar and pronunciation

6. Bibliography

All members of the group will receive the same grade for the following:

1. Average grade assigned by class (up to 10 points)

2. Grade assigned by the instructor (me) (up to 5 points)

3. Grade assigned by the instructor for bibliography (up to 5 points).  The bibliography should be a compilation of all research (not of each individual student).  It must be typed and handed in a neat format to all students on the day of the presentation.

The student will receive an individual grade for her work by the instructor and an average grade assigned by the other members of her group (up to 5 points).  The maximum number of points is 15 for the project, which is equivalent to 15% of the final grade for the course.

You are expected to be present during all group presentations and you are responsible for the material presented by all groups.
 HIS 200A/CORE 203: Introduction to Latin America
Spring 2008


	WEEK BEGINNING
	
	CLASS WORK
	HOMEWORK

	Monday 7 January

First Day of Classes: 

Wednesday, January 9
	T 8
	REGISTRATION
	* All reading selections are available on BlackBoard, unless otherwise noted in class.

	
	H 10
	WELCOME!
Introduction to the course

What is history?
	

	Monday 14 January
	T 15
	Geography of Latin America
	Film #1: Popol Vuh (Mexico)

Reading: Selection from Popol Vuh

	
	H 17
	The Indigenous voices
	

	Monday 21 January 

Martin Luther King Holiday:

Monday, January 21
	T 22
	The Europeans
	Reading: Selection from H. Cortés’ Letters from Mexico
Reading: Selection from M. Barnet’s Biography of a Runaway Slave
Film reflection #1 due

	
	H 24
	The Africans
	

	Monday 28 January
	T 29
	Asian communities in Latin America
	Reading: Selection from Columbus’ Diary

	
	H 31
	Discovery or encounter?
	

	Monday 4 February
	T 5
	The Conquest
	Reading: Selection from T. Todorov’s The Conquest of America

	
	H 7
	EXAM #1
	

	Monday 11 February
	T 12
	The colonial institutions: the role of the church
	Film #2: The Mission (USA)
Reading: Selection from F. Guamán Poma de Ayala’s Letter to a King

	
	H 14
	The colonial institutions: government
	

	Monday 18 February
	T 19
	Colonial societies
	Reading: J. de la Cruz’s “Foolish Men”; Film reflection #2 due


	
	H 21
	Colonial Brazil
	

	Monday 25 February

Midterm: Wednesday, February 27
	T 26
	The colonial institutions: economy
	Film #3: The Last Supper (Cuba)

	
	H 28
	Movements of independence
	


	WEEK BEGINNING
	
	CLASS WORK
	LAB WORK

	Monday 3 March
	T 4


	SPRING BREAK

NO CLASSES
	

	
	H 6
	
	

	Monday 10 March
	T 11
	Search for political definitions of nation and nationalism
	Reading: Simón Bolívar’s “The Jamaica Letter”
Film reflection #3 due

	
	H 13
	Emergence of modern states
	

	Monday 17 March

Thursday 20 March: Easter Recess begins after last class
	T 18
	1898: Presence of the United States in Latin America. The Spanish-American War
	Reading: J. Martí’s “Our America” and “Mother America”

	
	H 20
	1910: The Mexican Revolution
	

	Monday 24 March
	T 25
	1959: The Cuban Revolution
	Reading: F. Castro’s “History will Absolve Me”

	
	H 27
	EXAM #2
	

	Monday 31 March
	T 1
	Economic problems
	Video: The Island of Flowers (Brazil)
Film #4: The Official Story (Argentina)

	
	H 3
	Dictators, populists, and caudillos
	

	Monday 7 April
	T 8
	Problems of democracy
	Video: Operation Bootstrap (Puerto Rico/USA)
Reading: P. Neruda’s “The United Fruit Co.”

Film reflection #4 due

	
	H 10
	Latin America and the United States
	

	Monday 14 April
	T 15
	Latin America and the United States
	Reading: Selection from E. Galeano’s Open Veins of Latin America
Reading: Selection from I. Stavans’ The Hispanic Condition
Film reflection #5 due

	
	H 17
	Hispanic communities in the United States
	

	Monday 21 April
	T 22
	Hispanic communities in the United States
	Film #6: Dying to get in (USA)
Reading: A. Levins Morales’ “Child of the Americas”

	
	H 24
	CELEBRATING STUDENT

ACHIEVEMENT

NO CLASSES
	

	Monday 28 April
	T 29
	LAST DAY OF CLASSES
	Film reflection #6 due
Final paper due:
TUESDAY, MAY 6, 2008.

	
	W 30
	READING DAY
	


Reading Day:  Wednesday, April 30

Final exams:  Thursday, May 1st – Friday, May 9th
Commencement:   Sunday, May 11, 2008

