HIS 200

Introduction to Latin American History

Meredith College: Fall 2011, MWF 11-11:50
Instructor: Molly Varley

Office: Joyner 218  Phone: 8825  email: varleymo@meredith.edu
Office Hours: M-TH 10-11 or by appointment

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

Latin American history from pre-contact through the present, with special emphasis on identity development, nationalism and revolution.

Latin America is rich in history and contradictions. Despite widespread poverty and inequality, the regions have produced some of the world’s most diverse, interesting, beautiful and provocative cultural movements.  Since conquest and colonization, the peoples of Latin America have asserted their political, economic, social and cultural identity independence struggles and nation-building, imperialism and neo-colonialism, dictatorship and revolution.  This course is designed to introduce students to the people, places, culture and history of Latin America from pre-contact to the present.  It will focus on a series of countries and themes to provide a comparison as well as to emphasize the similarities of the Latin American historical experience.   

Course Objectives and Learning Outcomes
At the conclusion of this course students will be able to:

· Understand the major developments and trends in Latin American, focusing especially on the role of nationalism and liberalism in the development of Latin American countries.
· Identify major moments of change and sources of continuity.

· Trace the development of Latin American national identities in the face of colonialism, revolution, dictatorship and resistance.

· Describe the major features of historical relationships among societies across Latin America, and of historical relationships between Latin America societies and the United States.

· Express their knowledge of important Latin American issues through written essays and presentations.
Texts Required:

John Charles Chasteen, Born in Blood and Fire (3rd edition, isbn: 978-0-393-91154-1)

Chasteen, Born in Blood and Fire: Latin American Voices (isbn: 978-0-393-93558-5)
Requirements:
1. Participation:  

This means coming to class every day.  You may have up to FIVE absences in the course of the semester, excused or unexcused.  I suggest that you save your allotted absences for when you really are unable to come to class.  Any absences beyond those five will cause your final grade to drop by one letter grade. 
Participation, however, is more than just showing up, and you will not receive more than half credit for participation for simply showing up.  I expect you to have done the reading and be ready and willing to discuss, ask questions, argue your opinions, and potentially have your mind changed.  Participation means actively listening and responding to each other.  You should be able to demonstrate that you have done the reading each day.  We will periodically have graded in-class work that will combine with your participation in class discussion to create 25% of your total grade. 

2. Quizzes

You will have a quiz for each day that there is an assigned reading in Born in Blood and Fire (BBF).  This quiz will be posted on Blackboard and MUST be completed before 1 pm on the day they are due.  They may be based on either book.  Check the class schedule DAILY for quizzes.  I will not give make-up quizzes and even if you do not come to class, you must complete that day’s quiz before class time.  These will make up 20% of your total grade.

3. Discussion Question Presentations
Twice during the semester, you will present your answers to the discussion questions on Born in Blood and Fire (See Blackboard site, “syllabus” page). Since usually two of you will be presenting on each chapter, you should consult together well before your due date and split the questions between you.  


You should give me your preferred list of chapters on Friday, August 19.  You will give me two lists: your top two choices for chapters 1-5 and your top two choices for chapters 6-10.  Consult the class schedule for due dates for each chapter.  Those of you who chose chapters 1 and 2 will receive 5 points extra credit on both the presentation and the essay.  


Your presentation should run about 15 minutes and take the form of a real discussion, not simply a question and answer.  That is, do not simply repeat each question and then provide an answer for each.  Try to find what is consistent about the questions—what theme(s) do they emphasize?  How are they connected to each other?  What trends or ideas are important across all of them?  In your presentations, you must use at least 2 sources from Born in Blood and Fire: Latin American Voices.

Together, these presentations will make up 25% of your final grade.

4. Presentation Essays/Outlines
You will give me a copy of your presentation essay or outline at the beginning of class prior to each presentation.  These may be written in essay or outline format, but must include all the detail of your presentation with proper citation from both books (see BlackBoard for guidelines).  These should run about 3 pages, and should be freestanding documents explaining your responses to your discussion question choices—that is, do not leave anything “unsaid” and assume it will be picked up in the presentation.  Together, these essays will make up 20% of your final grade.

5. Final Essay  
Requirements for this essay will be discussed in class.  It will make up 10% of your final grade.
Policies

· Grading: 
· Grading Scale: 100-90=A, 89-80=B, 79-70=C, 69-60=D, 59 and below=F

· Wednesday 19 October 2011 is the LAST day to withdraw from this course.  Remember to check for midterm grades and evaluate your ability to complete the course successfully before that date.
· I will not accept late papers or give make-up exams except under the most extraordinary of circumstances, which must be properly documented. Lost memory sticks, broken printers, and crashed hard drives are not acceptable excuses.  Late work that has not been cleared with me 24 hours in advance will be docked one letter grade for each class day it is late.  If you are participating in an official extracurricular activity on exam or presentation days, please see me.  
· I will not change grades after the semester has ended under any circumstances.

· I will not give extra credit assignments.

· The last day to withdrawal from a class in the fall semester is October 19.
· Email:
· I will not accept email submissions. Assignments must be handed to me in hard copy in class or on blackboard.  Papers turned in after class time will be counted as late. 

· Attendance Policy:
· Come to class every day.  Any unexcused absences beyond 5 will result in a drop of one letter grade on your final grade.  
· Coming to class late or leaving early, unless you discuss a necessity for such with me, will be counted as an absence.
· If you miss a handout given in class, you should obtain this from a classmate.  I will not bring extras to the next class.
· Inclement Weather: We will hold class regardless of weather unless the college itself is closed.  If in doubt, contact the Meredith College inclement weather line at (919) 832-8878.  
· Classroom Behavior:
· NO CELL PHONES WHATSOEVER!  If you use cell phones for any reason I will be forced to ask you to leave and you will be counted as absent.  This policy is utterly inflexible.  
· As is this policy: NO INTERNET USE.  You may bring laptops for note taking or to access materials for class, but if I suspect that you are using the computer or Internet for non-class purposes, I will ask you to leave and you will be counted as absent.  To avoid this problem entirely, bring a notebook and take notes by hand.  If as a class we need to access Internet materials I will do this for you through the classroom system.
· Meredith Code of Honor:

We, the Meredith Community, are committed to developing and affirming in each student a sense of personal honor and responsibility.  Uncompromising honesty and forthrightness are essential elements of this commitment.  The Honor System is a method by which individual honors are protected and maintained.  Any dishonorable action will be regarded as a violation of this commitment, and corrective action will be taken.

If I am in violation of the Honor Code, to prevent jeopardizing the Honor System or weakening our system of self-government, I have an obligation to report myself to the proper authorities.  If I am aware of a violation of the Honor System by another student, I shall call this matter to the attention of that student as a violation of responsibility to the community.

In choosing Meredith College, I am accepting the Honor System as a way of life.  

As a Meredith student, I am responsible for insuring that the Honor System is at all times carried out.

· Special Accommodations and Circumstances:
· Accommodations for Students with Disabilities:  Reasonable accommodations will be made for students with disabilities.  In order to receive accommodations, students must go through the Counseling Center/Disability Services office. Disability Services is located in 201-A Carroll Hall and can be reached at 760-8427 or disabilityservices@meredith.edu.  For additional information see the website  at www.meredith.edu/students/counsel/disability.

· Other Accomodations/Special circumstances:  Please contact me as soon as possible if you have any circumstances or challenges that may affect your performance in the classroom.  I am eager to help you in any way.  If for any reason you are facing problems or issues that you need help with, contact me, another professor, or the Counseling Center at 919-760-8427, counselingcenter@meredith.edu, or in person at 202 Carroll Hall.  
Class Schedule
August

Wed, 17


Course intro, syllabus, requirements and expectations

Fri, 19


Intro to Latin America


Turn in presentation choices


Reading: BBF Intro


Quiz

Mon, 22


Latin America before the “Latin” & Iberia before contact
Reading: BBF Chapter 1


Quiz

Wed, 24


Reading: LAV Chapter 1

Fri, 26


First Contact & the Columbian Exchange
Mon, 29

Chapter 1 Presentations
Wed, 31


Colonial Life & Systems
Reading: BBF Chapter 2


Quiz

September

Fri, 2

Reading: LAV Chapter 2
Mon, 5- no class

Wed, 7

Chapter 2 Presentations
Fri, 9


The late colonies


Reading: LAV Chapter 3

Mon, 12

Independence & Nationalism, International Sources

Reading: BBF Chapter 3


Quiz
Wed, 14


Haiti, etc.

Chapter 3 Presentations
Fri, 16


The Problems of Independence & Caudillos

Reading: BBF Chapter 4


Quiz

Mon, 19


Reading: LAV Chapter 4

Wed, 21


Chapter 4 Presentations

Fri, 23


Progress & Reform

Reading: BBF Chapter 5


Quiz
Mon, 26


Progress Continued
Wed, 28


Chapter 5 Presentations
Fri, 30


Reading: LAV Chapter 5
October

Mon, 3


Taking Stock of Latin America to 1880 
Wed, 5-no class
Fri, 7-no class

Mon, 10

Neocolonialism


Reading: BBF Chapter 6


quiz

Wed, 12



Neocolonialism

Reading: LAV Chapter 6

Fri, 14

Chapter 6 Presentations

Mon, 17


Nationalism


Reading: BBF Chapter 7


Quiz

Wed, 19


Nationalism

Reading: LAV Chapter 7
Fri, 21


Nationalism continued

Mon, 24


Chapter 7 Presentations
Wed, 26


Revolution, Mexico & Argentina
Reading: BBF Chapter 8


Quiz

Fri, 28


Reading: LAV Chapter 8

Mon, 31


Chapter 8 Presentations

November

Wed, 2


The Cold War

Fri, 4


The US in Latin America

Mon, 7


Reaction

Reading: BBF Chapter 9


Quiz
Wed, 9


Reaction


Reading: LAV Chapter 9
Fri, 11


Chapter 9 Presentations

Mon, 14


Reaction
Wed, 16


Neoliberalism


Reading: BBF Chapter 10


Quiz
Fri, 18


Neoliberalism

Mon, 21


Chapter 10 Presentations
Mon, 28


Taking Stock of 20th Century Latin America

Wed, 30


Latin America in the 21st Century

Final Essay due on Exam Day:
