HIS 103A: The World in the Twentieth Century

Meredith College

Spring 2010

M/W/F 11-11:50 am

Instructor: Dr. Hilary A. Smith

Office: 222 Joyner Hall

Office hours: 
M,W
1:30-2:30 pm


 
Tu, Th
11 am-noon



Friday by appointment

Office phone: 919-760-8386

e-mail: smithhil@meredith.edu
Course description
This course will examine key events, issues and developments in the twentieth-century world predominantly from the perspective of non-Western cultures. It will pay particular attention to the issues of European imperialism and de-colonization; the application of Western ideologies of liberalism, communism, and nationalism in non-Western settings; and economic and cultural globalization. Case studies will demonstrate differing responses to the challenges of modernization in the twentieth century.
Learning outcomes

At the end of the course, students will be able to:

· Understand western and nonwestern primary sources in historical context

· Understand key developments in both western and nonwestern civilizations 

· Understand the historical origin of significant contemporary institutions and events 

· Frame effective historical analysis using primary and secondary sources as evidence

· Recognize plagiarism and how to document properly the words and ideas of others
Required texts

Global Society: The World Since 1900, Second Edition, by Pamela Kyle Crossley, Lynn Hollen Lees, and John W. Servos. Houghton Mifflin, 2008.

The Twentieth Century: Readings in Global History, by Walter Moss, Janice Terry, and Jiu-Hwa Upshur. McGraw-Hill Humanities, 1998.
Supplementary readings of primary sources will be available on Blackboard or handed out in class. Also, two copies of Global Society are available on “STRICT” reserve at the circulation desk in Carlyle Campbell Library. This means that you can check out Global Society for three hours at a time and read it in the library. 
Requirements and grading

Students are expected to:

· Bring the textbook, Global Society, to class on lecture days (usually Mondays and Wednesdays).

· Bring the primary (or “QCR”) sources to class on discussion days. Usually this means the textbook The Twentieth Century, but sometimes it will be photocopied sources handed out in class.

· Come to class ready to discuss the week’s assigned reading and participate actively in class discussions.

· Post a QCR on the class Discussion Board on Blackboard by midnight either Wednesday or Thursday (look at assignment and see schedule in syllabus for more details).

· Complete three (3) tests during the course of the semester. The tests will include map recognition, chronology, multiple choice, and short essays. You will have a study guide in advance. Each test will cover the material we have addressed since the last exam (i.e., they are not cumulative).

· Take a final exam. The final exam will also feature map recognition, chronology, multiple choice, and essays, and will cover material from the entire class.

Grades will be weighted as follows:

Tests: 15% each x 3=45%

Final exam=25% 

Weekly questions=15%

Participation in discussions and group activities=15%

A=90-100
B=80-89
C=70-79
D=60-69
F=0-59

Meredith College does not give minuses and pluses (in other words, an 89 is a B, not a B+). You can check your approximate grade in the class at any time by looking up “My Grades” on our Blackboard site.
Absence policy
You get six free absences in this class. That means that you can choose not to come to class, for ANY reason, six times during the course of the semester without incurring an attendance penalty. But beware! Your final grade for the class will drop precipitously if you are absent more than six times. Here’s what will happen:

· 7 absences: final grade drops one full letter (from B to C, for example, or C to D)

· 10 absences: final grade drops two full letters (from A to C, for example, or B to D)

· 13 absences: final grade drops three full letters (from A to D, for example, or B to F)

· 16 or more absences: F for the class.

Budget your absences wisely. If you skip class five times and then come down with a dire illness that keeps you out of two class periods, you will drop one letter grade. If you skip class six times and then have to miss class for your grandmother’s funeral, you will drop one letter grade. It is YOUR responsibility to budget your time. You can check the number of absences you’ve accumulated at any time by looking up “My Grades” on our Blackboard site.
Late work policy
If you miss a test or quiz, you will be unable to make it up UNLESS it is for a documented emergency, OR you have cleared the absence with me more than 24 hours in advance. 
I will not accept QCRs that are posted more than 15 minutes after the deadline. 
Technological etiquette

Cell phones: As a courtesy to the instructor and to each other, students should keep their cell phones turned off during the class. If a student is expecting an urgent call (e.g. related to an illness in the family), she should let me know before the class, and leave the classroom to take the call when it comes.

If I see a student texting during class, I will count her absent for the day. 
Laptops: please do not use your laptops in class.

Exceptions:

a. when I specifically ask you to (for example, to complete course evaluations or other in-class, online activities) 

b. if you have a documented disability or special need, and using a laptop in class helps mitigate the effects of that disability. If this is the case, come talk to me ASAP so that we can work out a special arrangement.
Students with Disabilities:

If you have a documented disability, I’ll gladly make reasonable accommodations to help you fulfill your potential in this class. You will need to give me a letter from the Disability Services office, located in 201-A Carroll Hall (919-760-8427), indicating what accommodations are appropriate. You can contact Disability Services by e-mailing disabilityservices@meredith.edu.  For additional information see the website at http://www.meredith.edu/students/counsel/disability.
Statement of Honor:

Students are expected to abide by the honor code as described in the Student Handbook:

We, the Meredith Community are committed to developing and affirming in each student a sense of personal honor and responsibility.  Uncompromising honesty and forthrightness are essential elements of this commitment.  The Honor System is a method by which individual honors are protected and maintained.  Any dishonorable action will be regarded as a violation of this commitment, and corrective action will be taken.

If I am in violation of the Honor Code, to prevent jeopardizing the Honor System or weakening our system of self-government, I have an obligation to report myself to the proper authorities.  If I am aware of a violation of the Honor System by another student, I shall call this matter to the attention of that student as a violation of responsibility to the community.

In choosing Meredith College, I am accepting the Honor System as a way of life.  As a Meredith student, I am responsible for insuring that the Honor System is at all times carried out.
Plagiarism on any assignment or assessment, including in-class essays on tests, will result in a zero on the assignment or test. I may also report the case to the Honor Council if the student chooses not to do so herself.
Inclement weather policy
In the event of inclement weather, please check the college announcement to see whether the college is closed, either by checking the Meredith home page or calling 919-832-8878. If the college is open, it is usually safe to assume that the class will meet. If not, I will post a message on our Blackboard site and send out an e-mail to students.
KEY TO SCHEDULE:

Things written in BLUE are reading assignments.

Things written in GREEN are assignments to turn in. 

Things written in RED are tests.

WEEK ONE Introduction to the class and to each other

Read: 
1. “How to improve your reading,” by Nathan Sivin. Available at: http://ccat.sas.upenn.edu/~nsivin/reading.html
2. QCR source: The Twentieth Century Reading 1.3: Leo Tolstoy’s Criticism of Modern Technology and Progress, pp. 15-18
January 13 (Wed)

By midnight tonight (Wed): GROUP 1 (last names A-K) posts questions/comments on Discussion Board

By midnight tomorrow (Thurs): GROUP 2 (last names L-Z) posts responses to Group 1 on Discussion Board 

Jan 15 (Fri) Discussion

WEEK TWO Imperialism/Rise of American and Japanese Power 
Read:

1. Global Society Chapter 2: Imperialism Encompasses the Pacific, 1900-1914 (27 pages)
2. QCR source: The Twentieth Century: Chapter 3: Regions under Imperial Domination, pp.30-39.
Jan 18 (Mon) Martin Luther King holiday, NO CLASS
Jan 20 (Wed)

LAST day to drop/add class 
By midnight tonight (Wed): GROUP 2 (last names L-Z) posts questions/comments on Discussion Board

By midnight tomorrow (Thurs): GROUP 1 (last names A-K) posts responses on Discussion Board

Jan 22 (Fri) Discussion
WEEK THREE The Great War

Read:

1. Global Society Chapter 3: Great War, Little Peace, 1914-1919 (44 pages)

2. QCR source: John McCrae, “In Flanders Fields”: http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/mccrae-flanders.html
3. QCR source: Wilfred Owen, “Dulce et Decorum Est”: http://www.warpoetry.co.uk/owen1.html
4. QCR source: Frank Richards, “Christmas in the trenches”: http://www.eyewitnesstohistory.com/trenches.htm
Jan 25 (Mon)

Jan 27 (Wed) 

By midnight tonight (Wed): GROUP 1 (last names A-K) posts questions/comments on Discussion Board

By midnight tomorrow (Thurs): GROUP 2 (last names L-Z) posts responses on Discussion Board

Jan 29 (Fri) Discussion

WEEK FOUR Consequences of WWI, and Eugenics 

Read:

1. Global Society Chapter 5: Knowing and Doing: Science and Technology, 1919-1939 (36 pages). PLEASE NOTE: We’re not going in order this week! We are skipping ahead to Chapter 5.
2. QCR source: The Twentieth Century Section 12.2, pp.146-153.
3. QCR source: “Lifting the Curtain on a Shameful Era,” from Part One of “Against their Will: North Carolina’s Sterilization Program.” Available on Blackboard under Course Documents.
Feb 1 (Mon) 
Feb 3 (Wed) 

By midnight tonight (Wed): GROUP 2 (last names L-Z) posts questions/comments on Discussion Board

By midnight tomorrow (Thurs): GROUP 1 (last names A-K) posts responses on Discussion Board 

Feb 5 (Fri) Discussion
WEEK FIVE Global Economic Depression
Read:

1. Global Society Chapter 6: The Economic Consequences of War and Peace, 1919-1938 (27 pages) 
2. QCR source: George Orwell, The Road to Wigan Pier, Chapter 5. Available on Blackboard.
Feb 8 (Mon) TEST 1
Feb 10 (Wed) Last day to make a grading change
Video: “1929: Breadline” from the People’s Century series.

By midnight tonight (Wed): GROUP 1 (last names A-K) posts questions/comments on Discussion Board

By midnight tomorrow (Thurs): GROUP 2 (last names L-Z) posts responses on Discussion Board
Feb 12 (Fri) Discussion

WEEK SIX The Rise of Communism and Fascism

Read:

1. Global Society Chapter 7: The Murderous Politics of the 1930s (27 pages)

2. QCR source: The Twentieth Century Chapter 7: Russia’s Revolutions, pp.82-92.

Feb 15 (Mon)

Feb 17 (Wed) 
By midnight tonight (Wed): GROUP 2 (last names L-Z) posts questions/comments on Discussion Board

By midnight tomorrow (Thurs): GROUP 1 (last names A-K) posts responses on Discussion Board

Feb 19 (Fri) Discussion
WEEK SEVEN World War II

Read:

1. Global Society Chapter 8: From Regional Wars to Global Conflict, 1936-1946 (32 pages)
2. QCR source: “Introduction,” pp. 11-22 in The Comfort Women by George Hicks. Available on Blackboard.

Feb 22 (Mon)
Feb 24 (Wed) By midnight tonight (Wed): GROUP 1 (last names A-K) posts questions/comments on Discussion Board

By midnight tomorrow (Thurs): GROUP 2 (last names L-Z) posts responses on Discussion Board
Feb 26 (Fri) Discussion
WEEK EIGHT The Cold War

Read:

1. Global Society Chapter 9: From the United Nations to a Bipolar World, 1945-1953 (37 pages)

2. QCR source: The Twentieth Century Reading 15.1: Cultural Representations of the Cold War in the United States and USSR, pp.192-198

March 1 (Mon)

March 3 (Wed) By midnight tonight (Wed): GROUP 2 (last names L-Z) posts questions/comments on Discussion Board

By midnight tomorrow (Thurs): GROUP 1 (last names A-K) posts responses on Discussion Board 
March 5 (Fri) Discussion
WEEK NINE Decolonization 
Read:

1. Global Society: the sections titled “Old Empires and New Nationalisms” and “The Quiescent Colonies”  in Chapter 4, pp. 118-132

2. Skip ahead to the sections in Global Society, Chapter 13, titled “The Superpowers and Regional Conflict,” “Civil War in Angola, War between Ethiopia and Somalia,” and “Tilts on the Subcontinent: India versus Pakistan,” pp. 396-403. 

3. QCR source: The Twentieth Century Reading 11.2: Kenyatta Describes the Nationalist Struggle in Kenya, pp.136-139.

4. QCR source: The Twentieth Century Chapter 19, Reading 19.1: “The Fight for Independence, pp.251-260.
March 8 (Mon) 

March 10 (Wed) By midnight tonight (Wed): GROUP 1 (last names A-K) posts questions/comments on Discussion Board

By midnight tomorrow (Thurs): GROUP 2 (last names L-Z) posts responses on Discussion Board

March 12 (Fri) Discussion

March 15-21: Spring break. NO CLASS.
WEEK TEN The Vietnam War 

Read:

1. Read the section in Global Society, Chapter 10, titled “Proxy contestants and the continuation of the Cold War,” pp.324-5.
2. Global Society Chapter 12: The Many Dialects of Rebellion, 1960-1975 (26 pages). NOTE that we’re not going in order! We’ve skipped Chapter 11.
3. QCR source: The Vietnam War: A History in Documents pp.25-31 (Ho Chi Minh’s appeal to America) and pp.129-136 (My Lai).
March 22 (Mon) TEST 2
March 24 (Wed) 
By midnight tonight (Wed): GROUP 2 (last names L-Z) posts questions/comments on Discussion Board

By midnight tomorrow (Thurs): GROUP 1 (last names A-K) posts responses on Discussion Board

March 26 (Fri) Last day to withdraw from a class

Discussion
WEEK ELEVEN: The Medical Revolution

Read: 

1 “Antibiotics,” p.272 in Global Society
2 “Hearings before the Senate Subcommittee on Health: Quality of Health Care—Human Experimentation, 1973,” pp.330-340 in Medicine and Western Civilization, edited by David J. Rothman, Steven Marcus, and Stephanie A. Kiceluk 

March 29 (Mon) Video: “1954: Living Longer” from the People’s Century series.
March 31(Wed) Lecture/Discussion
April 2 (Fri) Easter break. NO CLASS.
WEEK TWELVE Arab-Israeli Conflict

Read:

1. The section in Global Society Chapter 10, pp. 318-325, titled “Resource anxieties and the challenge of secular nationalism: The Middle East and North Africa.” Stop before the section titled “Proxy contestants and the continuation of the Cold War.”

2. Global Society pp.402-426. 
3. QCR source: The Twentieth Century pp. 267-8 and Reading 20.2: Israeli and Palestinian Independence, pp. 273-9. 
April 5 (Mon) Easter break, NO CLASS. 

April 7 (Wed)

By midnight tonight (Wed): GROUP 1 (last names A-K) posts questions/comments on Discussion Board

By midnight tomorrow (Thurs): GROUP 2 (last names L-Z) posts responses on Discussion Board

April 9 (Fri) Discussion

WEEK THIRTEEN: Iraq, Iran, Afghanistan and the US

Read: 

1. From Global Society:

a. pp. 355-357, Section titled “Islam in Politics” in Chapter 11.

b. Review the section “The Soviet Invasion of Afghanistan,” Chapter 13, pp.424-426.

c. Skip ahead to Chapter 15 and read pp.461-2.
April 12 (Mon)

April 14 (Wed) No weekly QCR due this week. Study for your test on Friday!
April 16 (Fri) TEST 3
WEEK FOURTEEN The Fall of Communism, Sort Of

Read:

1. Global Society Chapter 14: Reconfigurations of Power, 1981-1991 (27 pages) 
2. Sources of Twentieth-Century Global History (Excerpt available on Blackboard>Course Documents): Section 102, “China’s New Course,“ pp.412-416.
3. Sources of Twentieth-Century Global History (Available on Blackboard>Course Documents): Section 104, “A Plan to Save Communism in the Soviet Union,” pp.418-420. 
April 19 (Mon) VIDEO: 1991: People Power, from the People’s Century series.
April 21 (Wed)

By midnight tonight (Wed): GROUP 2 (last names L-Z) posts questions/comments on Discussion Board

By midnight tomorrow (Thurs): GROUP 1 (last names A-K) posts responses on Discussion Board

April 23 (Fri) Discussion

WEEK FIFTEEN: The Post-American World?

Read:

1. Global Society Chapter 15: Global Society in the New Millennium (30 pages)

2. Fareed Zakaria. “The Rise of the Rest,” Newsweek (May 12, 2008). Available on Blackboard under Course Documents, or by clicking on this link: http://www.fareedzakaria.com/articles/newsweek/051208.html
April 26 (Mon)

April 28 (Wed) Discussion

FINAL EXAM: Saturday, MAY 1, 9 am-noon 
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