HIS 103:  The World in the 20th Century
Spring 2012

Instructor:  Monica L. Hardin					Office: Joyner 216
Office Hours: T 11-2:30/Th 11-11:30 and by appointment	Office Phone: 8312
Email:  hardinmo@meredith.edu					

Course Description: This course will examine key events, issues and developments in the 20th century world predominantly from the perspective of  non Western cultures. It will pay particular attention to the issues of European imperialism and de-colonization; the application of Western ideologies of liberalism, communism, and nationalism in non-Western settings; and economic and cultural globalization. Case studies will demonstrate the differing responses to the challenge of modernization in the 20th century.
Course Objectives & Educational Outcomes:   
At the completion of this course students will be able to:  
· understand important events, personalities and processes of the 20th century;
· articulate and debate theories of  20th century  history in classroom discussion; 
· recognize the historical or present geographic locations of important events, personalities and processes;
· develop abilities for reading and understanding primary texts;
· understand western and non-western primary sources in historical context;
· understand key developments in both western and non western civilizations; 
· understand the historical origin of significant contemporary institutions and events;
· frame effective historical analysis using primary and secondary sources as evidence;
· recognize plagiarism and how to document properly the words and ideas of others;
· express written ideas cohesively in the form of thesis statements, introductory paragraphs and body paragraphs that lead to full essays.

Textboooks:
Crossley, Pamela Kyle, et al.  Global Society: The World Since 1900, 2nd Edition.  Boston: Wadsworth, Cengage Learning,  2008.  ISBN 0618775951

Primary source readings will be assigned throughout the course of the semester.  Most will found at: http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/mod/modsbook45.asp

Grade Distribution:
Reading Quizzes:20%					Current Events Presentation: 10%
Map Test: 10%						Position Paper: 25%
Biography Paper: 25%					In Class Writing Exercises: 5%
Class Attendance/Participation: 5%

Grading Scale:
A=90-100	B=80-89	C=70-79	D=60-69	F=59 and below
Late Assignment Policy
Late assignments will be assessed a penalty of 5% per day late, up to six days late.  The penalty may be waived at the discretion of the instruction in the case of a medical or family emergency.  Documentation will be required. Note that with assignments that are due online, the 5% penalty will apply whether it is 1 minute or 10 hours late.   

Attendance Policy
Attendance is required.  You may have up to TWO unexcused absences.  Excusing absences is at the discretion of the instructor.  Legitimate reasons for missing class include illness, school sponsored activities, or other emergent issues.  

Communication
The preferred method of communication is email.  My goal is to always respond within 48 hours of receiving an email, but it is usually much sooner.  I will send out regular updates throughout Blackboard.  In the case of class being canceled or other important class announcements, Blackboard is where you will find the messages.  It is your responsibility to make sure that you are checking both Blackboard and your Meredith email regularly.  

Assignments:
· Reading/Lecture Quizzes:  All quizzes will be taken online via Blackboard.  Really.  And, yes, this means you can use your book and your notes.  But here’s the kicker.  There’s a time limit.  If you don’t complete the quiz in 20 minutes, that’s it.  My friendly advice is to be sure you know the material before you enter the quiz site.  If you think you can just find the answers without having read ahead of time, you will be very sad.  Materials for quizzes will come from the reading assignments and class lectures. Quiz due dates are listed in the course calendar.  All together, these will make up 20% of your grade.
· Map Test:  This is pretty self-explanatory.  I will give you a blank map and a list of places to write down on it.  Yes, it will be the whole world.  No, you don’t have to know everything in the whole world.  We’ll hit the high points.  It’s important that you know where China is.  And the United States too.  For preparation you will have a lengthy list.  I will select from that list for the test.  This is worth 10% of your grade.
· Current Events Presentation: This is a great assignment, I promise.  Each student will prepare an oral presentation about a current event related to one of our areas of study.  I will give you guidelines and the rubric I will use to evaluate your presentation.   This is worth 10% of your grade.
· Position Paper:  Further guidelines will be distributed separately.  The idea for this paper is to choose a major world issue and present a position on that issue.  You may choose from the list of issues that I will provide.  If there is an issue about which you would like to write that is not on the list, come to me and we can discuss it.  You MUST use primary source material for this paper.  Papers will be submitted via Blackboard by 11:59 pm on the due date.  One minute late is late.  This is worth 25% of your grade.  
· Biography Paper: Further guidelines will be distributed separately.  This paper is an exercise in organizing an essay logically.  You may choose a world leader from our areas of study.  While the position paper is going to be heavily graded on arguments, this one will be heavily graded on structure.  Papers will be submitted via Blackboard by 11:59 pm on the due date.  One minute late is late.  This is worth 25% of your grade.
· In Class Writing Exercises:  One of my major pedagogical goals is to help you improve your writing.  Solid written communication skills are an oft overlooked life necessity.  We will do a series of exercises in class to practice some basic writing skills.  You can see the calendar for the days on which these exercises will occur.  These will combine to be worth 5% of your grade.
· Class Participation:  Again, I think this one is pretty self-explanatory.  You need to come to class and participate.  Ask questions.  I will stand in silence until my questions are answered, so be prepared!  This is worth 5% of your final grade.


Inclement Weather:
In the event of inclement weather, please check the college announcement for cancellations.  You can call (919) 832-8878 for information.  In general, the class will meet if the college is open.

Students with Disabilities: 
Reasonable accommodations will be made for students with documented disabilities.  In order to receive accommodations, students must go through the Counseling Center/Disability Services Office.  Disability Services is located in 106 Carroll Hall and can be reached at 760-8427 or disabilityservices@meredith.edu.  For additional information see the website at http://www.meredith.edu/students/counsel/disability.

Statement of Honor:
We, the Meredith Community are committed to developing and affirming in each student a sense of personal honor and responsibility.  Uncompromising honesty and forthrightness are essential elements of this commitment.  The Honor System is a method by which individual honors are protected and maintained.  Any dishonorable action will be regarded as a violation of this commitment, and corrective action will be taken.

If I am in violation of the Honor Code, to prevent jeopardizing the Honor System or weakening our system of self-government, I have an obligation to report myself to the proper authorities.  If I am aware of a violation of the Honor System by another student, I shall call this matter to the attention of that student as a violation of responsibility to the community.

In choosing Meredith College, I am accepting the Honor System as a way of life.  As a Meredith student, I am responsible for insuring that the Honor System is at all times carried out.  


Course Calendar:
Tuesday, January 10		Class introduction; review of course.
Thursday, January 12	Western Colonial Empires
Tuesday, January 17		Ancient Empires/Western Liberalism 
				Writing Exercise 1
Thursday, January 19	MAP TEST
Russian Revolution 
				Quiz #1 Due on SUNDAY, January 22 by 11:59 pm.
Tuesday, January 24		Mexican Revolution 
				Writing Exercise 2
Thursday, January 26	WWI Part I
				Quiz #2 Due SUNDAY, January 29 by 11:59 pm
Tuesday, January 31		WWI Part 2
				Writing Exercise 3
Thursday, February 2	 Post WWI Europe
				Quiz #3 Due SUNDAY, February 5 by 11:59 pm
Tuesday, February 7		Western Empires in the Middle East and Africa	
				Writing Exercise 4		
Thursday, February 9	Turkish Nation
				Quiz #4 Due SUNDAY, February 12 by 11:59 pm
Tuesday, February 14	Indian Nationalism
				Writing Exercise 5
Thursday, February 16	Chinese Nationalism and MAo
				Quiz #5 due SUNDAY, February 19 by 11:59 pm
Tuesday, February 21	Nazism and Hitler
				Writing Exercise 6
Thursday, February 23	Stalin and the USSR
				Quiz #6 due SUNDAY, February 26 by 11:59 pm
				BIOGRAPHY PAPER DUE BY 11:59 pm VIA BLACKBOARD
Tuesday, February 28	Japanese Empire
				Writing Exercise 7
Thursday,  March 1		WWII Part 1
				Quiz #7 due THURSDAY, March 1 by 11:59 pm
March 5-March 11		Spring Break
Tuesday, March  13		WWII Part 2
				Writing Exercise 8
Thursday, March 15		Cold War and the West
				Quiz #8 due SUNDAY March 18 by 11:59 pm
Tuesday, March 20		The New Europe 
				Writing Exercise 9
Thursday, March 22		Cold War and Revolution in East Asia
				Quiz #9 due SUNDAY, March 25 by 11:59 pm
Tuesday, March 27 		Resurgence of China
				Writing Exercise 10
Thursday, March 29		Resurgence of Japan
				Quiz #10 due SUNDAY, April 1 by 11:59 pm
Tuesday, April 3		India/Pakistan
				Writing Exercise 11
Thursday, April 5		African Independence
				Quiz #11 due SUNDAY, April 8 by 11:59 pm
Tuesday, April 10		Latin America in the Cold War/Cuba
[bookmark: _GoBack]				Writing Exercise 12
Thursday, April 12		Democracy in Latin America
				Quiz #12 due SUNDAY, April 15 by 11:59 pm
Tuesday, April 17		No Class: Student Achievement Day
Thursday, April 19		Middle East—Arab-Israeli Conflict Part 1
				POSITION PAPER DUE by 11:59 pm VIA BLACKBOARD
Tuesday, April 24 		Middle East—Arab-Israeli Conflict Part 2
Final Exam Day: 	TBA   We will meet.  You’ll be glad you came.  I might even bake.

