HIS-102C: Modern Western Civilization
Professor J. Michael McElreath 

Fall 2009, Monday and Wednesday, 2:00-3:20pm, Joyner 234

mcelreat@meredith.edu, 760-8825

Office: 218 Joyner, Hours: Mon-Thurs 11-12, or by appointment

Catalogue Description: The rise of industrialism, nationalism, socialism, and science,.  The role of imperialism, Fascism and Communism as challenges to traditional Western culture.  The study of contemporary Western culture and its role in the modern world.
Goals: This course will examine many of the significant ideas, events, and social transformations that have shaped the modern world. It will explore such topics as: the nature and impact of the scientific, French, and industrial revolutions; the rise of the ideologies of liberalism, nationalism, and socialism; the role of imperialism, feminism, communism, and fascism as challenges to traditional western political and cultural concepts; and the influence of contemporary western culture in the global community. Students should take away from the course an understanding of how their own understanding of the world has been influenced by historical developments of ideas about science, religion, politics, economics, gender, etc. 
Learning Outcomes: As a result of their work in HIS-102, students will be able to:

- understand western and non-western primary sources in historical context

- understand key historical developments in both western and nonwestern civilizations 

- understand the historical origin of significant contemporary ideas, institutions and events 

- frame effective historical analysis using primary and secondary sources as evidence

- recognize plagiarism and how to document properly the words and ideas of others.

- use email, Blackboard and Word to manage course assignments and communication

Assignments & grading (10-point scale):

Class preparation (reading checks)




10%

Class participation (attendance, contributions to discussion)

20%

Two short analytical papers (due 9/16& 10/21)


20%

Midterm & Final Exams (9/30 & 11/11)



30%

Culminating Project

 




20%

Explanation:

Preparation for class (checked by quizzes): About a dozen times during the semester, class will begin with an unannounced, brief check on that day’s readings and/or recent lectures. The reading check will require you to briefly summarize the main points in some portion of the reading. You may use any (printed) notes to take this quiz. For every six checks, I will drop the lowest grade.

Class participation: Attendance is expected and will count in calculating your grade. Please contact me to explain any absences. For each absence above one, unless there is some good reason why you could not attend, class participation part of grade will be reduced by a letter grade. Contributions to discussion (roughly 20-30 minutes per week) will be judged on the basis of pertinence, perspicacity, and frequency (in this last category aim for the middle ground—contribute, but also listen). Guidelines for class discussion and facilitating, which each student should plan onhelping to do once during the semester, are posted on Blackboard.

Short analytical papers: In addition, you are responsible for writing two short papers (3-5 pp.) drawing partly on the primary sources in the Perry text. Requirements on Blackboard. [Due September 16 & November . Late papers penalized a letter grade per day.]
Culminating Project: At the end of the course, students will present a project that explains the historical development of some current issue or problem in the world. The presentation must provide sufficient historical evidence to support your claims, and it must address social, political, and economic changes over time. Requirements for this assignment are posted on Blackboard.

Statement of Honor: We, the Meredith Community, are committed to developing and affirming in each student a sense of personal honor and responsibility.  Uncompromising honesty and forthrightness are essential elements of this commitment.  The Honor System is a method by which individual honors are protected and maintained.  Any dishonorable action will be regarded as a violation of this commitment, and corrective action will be taken. Any student in violation of the Honor Code, to prevent jeopardizing the Honor System or weakening our system of self-government, has an obligation to report herself to the proper authorities. Any student aware of a violation of the Honor System by another student must call this matter to the attention of that student as a violation of responsibility to the community. In choosing Meredith College, students accept the Honor System as a way of life.  Meredith students are responsible for insuring that the Honor System is carried out at all times.

Students with Disabilities: Reasonable accommodations will be made for students with documented disabilities.  In order to receive accommodations, students must go through the Counseling Center/Disability Services office. Disability Services is located in 106 Carroll Hall and can be reached at 760-8427 or disabilityservices@meredith.edu.For additional information see the website at http://www.meredith.edu/students/counsel/disability. 

Inclement Weather: Unless there is a college-wide cancellation of classes, this course will meet as scheduled.

Required Texts: 

Coffin, Judith, et. al., Western Civilizations: Their History & Their Culture. Vol. 2. 16th ed. 
New York: Norton, 2008. [WC]
Perry, Marvin, ed. Sources of the Western Tradition. Vol. 2, From the Renaissance to the 

Present. 7th ed. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2006. [Sources]
Plus additional short readings made available through Blackboard or handed out in class.

Dates
Aug 19


First class: overview, expectations, & introductory lecture: 

The Unlikely Origins of a World Leader: The Ascent of Europe
Aug 24-26

Religious Wars & State Building
Mon: WC, 416-8, 438-41, 469-74, 499-513, Sources, 14-17 (Luther)

Wed: WC, 513-26, 532; Sources,10-13 (Machiavelli)
Aug 31
-Sept 2

Absolutism & the English Alternative
Mon: WC, 535-42, 546-61; Sources, 18-20 (Bossuet) 

Wed: WC, 542-46, 561-76; Sources, 22-24, 54-57 (Hobbes, Locke,

 Jefferson)
Sept 9


Scientific Revolution
Mon: Labor Day – no class

WC, 578-600; Sources, 30-1, 34-9 (Bellarmine, Galileo) 
Sept 14-16

The Enlightenment
Mon: WC, 602-17; Sources, 57-64 (Voltaire, Paine, d’Holbach)

Wed: WC, 617-30; Sources, 74-78, 92-3 (Rousseau, Condorcet)
Wed: First Paper Due

Sept 21-23

French Revolution
Mon: WC, 633-50; Sources, 104-11 (Declaration, Wollstonecraft, 

 Friends of Blacks)
Wed: WC, 650-70; Sources, 114-16, 117-21 (Robespierre, Bonaparte)
Sept 28-30

Industrial Revolution
Mon: WC, ch. 19; Sources, 129-30, 133-5, 140-2 (Smith, Sadler

 Commission, Smiles)
Wed: Midterm
Oct 5-7

New Revolutions & Nation-States, Socialism & Nationalism



Mon: WC, ch. 20; Sources, 149-50, 154-6, 157-60, 164-7, 186-91 




(Wordsworth, Burke, de Maistre, Mill, Tristan, Marx & Engels)



Wed: WC, ch. 21; Sources, 160-164 (Arndt, Mazzini)
BREAK
Oct 12-14

Imperialism & Colonialism
Mon: WC, 788-811; Sources, 242-248 (Rhodes, Chamberlain, Pearson)

Wed: WC, 811-20; Sources, 249-52, 260-3, 266-8 (Fabri, Lo Bengula, Meinertzhagen, Edinburgh Review)

Oct 19-21 

Modern Industry & Mass Politics



Mon: WC, ch. 23; Sources, 192-195, 228-9 (Hobhouse, Spencer)
Wed: Second Paper Due. In-class: consideration of sources on feminism 
& antifeminism (bring Sources book).
Oct 26-28

World War I & Postwar Turmoil



Mon: WC, ch. 24; Sources, 309-11, 318-20, 326-7 (Zweig, Wilson, Lenin)



Wed: WC, ch. 25; Sources, 339-40, 361-6 (Stalin, Hitler)
Nov 2-4

World War II & the Holocaust of Europe’s Jews



Mon: WC, 939-56; Sources, 398-403, 410-3 (Chamberlain, Churchill,

 Nazi Propaganda)



Wed: WC, 956-74; Sources, 422-6, 445-8 (Graebe, Hoess, Cassirer)

Nov 9-11

Origins of the Cold War & Postwar Culture



Mon: WC, ch. 27; Sources, 455-9, 463-6 (Chuchill, Stalin, Heller)
Wed: Exam 
Nov 16-18

Cold War Ends?



Mon: WC, 1017-37; Sources 466-470 (Vogt, Weizsacker)




Wed: WC, 1037-48; Sources 471-9 (Thatcher, Havel);



Blackboard videos both days.

Nov 23-25

Globalization



Mon: WC, 1051-60; Sources, 480-93 (Zakaria, Chua, Women’s Rights)



Tues: WC, 1060-71; Sources, 493-503 (Amanat, Habeck)

THANKSGIVING BREAK

Nov 30


What now?



Blackboard Readings

Dec 2


Last class: Evaluations, etc.

Culminating Project Bibliography Due
Monday, Dec 7, 1-4pm: Culminating Project Presentations (during exam period)
1

