SYLLABUS FOR THE EMERGENCE OF WESTERN CIVILIZATION, HIS101, Spring 2012

*Carolyn Happer:  Office, 212, Joyner; phone, 760-2287; Email address, happerc@meredith.edu

    Home Phone, 782-0677--before 9:00 p.m. please!   Office Hours:   TTH 3:30-5 and 7-7:30
This course examines the development of Western civilization beginning with the contributions of the civilizations of the Ancient Near East and of Greece and Rome, and with the traditions of the Germanic tribes; it then examines the synthesis of these traditions during the Middle Ages.  Finally the transformation of Western civilization that occurred as a result of the commercial, religious, political and scientific revolutions is examined.
CATALOGUE COURSE DESCRIPTION:  The evolution of Western Civilization from the ancient Greek, Roman, Judeo-Christian, and Germanic traditions, the medieval synthesis of these traditions, and the rebirth of classicism during the Renaissance.  The final evolution of these traditions through the commercial, religious, political, and scientific revolutions to 1750.

COURSE OBJECTIVES:  The objectives of this course are to 

- describe and account for the three traditions that most influenced Western Civilization: the Judaeo-  

  Christian, the Greco-Roman, and the Germanic tribes; to explain why and how they intermingled to form a  

  new civilization, and to explain the distinctive form that this civilization took during the Middle Ages 

- describe and explain the changes that occurred in Western civilization as a result of the commercial  

   revolution, the rebirth of knowledge of Greco-Roman civilization, the Reformation, and the Scientific  

   Revolution

- assist students in developing skills which will help them to analyze and critique primary sources, both 
   written and visual, and which will help them better to comprehend and evaluate secondary sources

- stimulate the students’ interest and enthusiasm for studying history
COURSE LEARNING OUTCOMES:  As a result of their work in HIS 101, students will be able to:

- understand western and non-western primary sources in their historical context

- understand key developments in both western and nonwestern civilizations

- understand the historical origin of significant contemporary institutions and events

- frame effective historical analysis using primary and secondary sources as evidence

- recognize plagiarism and how to document properly the words and ideas of others

*READING MATERIALS:    

 Happer, Course Pack (hereafter referred to as CP).  To be purchased in the Student Supply Store. 

 Reading Materials:   
             Articles published by Xandu.   To be purchased in the Student Supply Store.

             Articles on Blackboard.   I urge you to print these and put them in a notebook with the 

    articles in the Xandu Course Pack.

*MATERIALS:    

              large three-ring notebook (strongly recommended) to hold your Course Pack materials and notes.

medium size notebook for the reading materials

 pens, all tests and quizzes must be taken in pen    

colored pencils, these are required for map assignments.  (May purchase in Student Supply Store.) 

*REQUIREMENTS:   

   1. Daily Work:  Thorough preparation for each class is essential for this course.  Your daily         
assignments will generally require from 2 to 3 hours of work.  These assignments will consist of 


map studies, reading, and preparation for daily quizzes.  In addition, you are urged to review your 


class notes following each class.     

a. Map studies:  Each map assignment counts as a quiz grade.  Maps are due at the beginning of class on the day assigned; if they are handed in after this, 25 points are deducted for each day late.  You are expected to get these to me if you are absent.   The first secret word is religion Directions and grading for maps located on page 1 of the CP and with each assignment.  You will be held responsible for the material on the map assignments on the daily quizzes.   

   b.  Daily reading assignments:  General aids for reading can be found on pages i-iii of  the CP; 
         study guides for each assignment are found throughout the CP.        

   c.  Daily quizzes:   Quizzes on the assignment for each day will be given at the beginning of class. 

        They will consist of 5 multiple choice questions.  You will be given five minutes to complete 

        them.  You may use notes on the reading but NO copied materials.  There are no make ups 

        unless you have an official college excuse or are  in the hospital for an extended period; if you 

        have an excuse the missed quiz must be taken before class on the day you return.  The two 
        lowest daily grades will be dropped at the end of the semester.  (I recommend that you save all 
        quizzes and exams.)   
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 2.  Hour Exams:  The hour exams are tentatively scheduled for  February 7 and March 15  .  They will 
         
consist of multiple choice questions, completions, and essays.  You will be given a 
                   


study guide to help you prepare.  These must be taken at the assigned time unless 
                   


arrangements have been made with me at least one week prior to the test date.  No make 
         


ups will be given without an official college excuse or an extended illness in the hospital.   

   3. Final Exam:  The final exam is scheduled for Monday, April 30, 6 p.m.
TENTATIVE ALLOTMENT OF GRADES: 

GRADING SCALE:

    500 points, daily grades--quizzes, maps                    A:  93-100    (A- = 94,  A = 97,  A+ = 99)

    300 points, hour tests (150 each)                               B:   84-93      (B- = 85.  B = 89,  B+ = 92)

    200 points, final tests                                                 C:   70-84      (C- = 72,  C = 77,  C+ = 82)

(total number of points is 1000) 

      D:   60-70      (D- = 62,  D = 65,  D+ = 68) 






                    F:   59 and below  

*CLASS POLICIES:  Please read very carefully.
  Attendance:  Attendance and close attention in class are essential for doing well in this course.  
Therefore, attendance at all classes is expected.  Each unexcused daily absence will result in a zero 


for that day's quiz and/or assignment.  Two points will be deducted from the final grade average for 


each unexcused absence over two.   An excused absence is an absence that is sanctioned by the 


college or requires you to be in the hospital for an extended time.  

 Leaving Class Early:  Attendance means being there for the entire class; if you leave early it is 
considered an absence.   

  Tardies:   Class will begin on time and you are expected to be in your seat and ready to work  


when class begins.  Each student is permitted 1 tardy of no more than 5 minutes.  Any 
subsequent  tardies or any tardies of over 5 minutes will be considered an absence.  If you are 


tardy see me after class; otherwise you will be recorded as absent.   

 Handouts:  From time to time you will be given materials in class. If you are not in class, you are 


responsible for having someone obtain these for you.  Do not expect me to save these materials 
for you.  

Make Ups:  No make ups will be given unless you have an official college excuse or have been 

               in the hospital for an extended time.

 General Courtesies 
               Although this is embarrassing to say, no gum.


 Hats.  If you must wear a hat, turn the hat so the brims are backwards.

              Cell Phones.   Put them away when you enter my classroom.  I do not want to see them ever.

 Do not interrupt class by going out of the room as this distracts both me and your classmates.   
        
     
If you leave, do not return.  If you do not feel well and think you may need to leave, please 


inform me before class and sit by the door.

               Please bring tissues to class--do not leave to procure tissues.

               Dismissal:  Do not prepare to leave class before you are dismissed.   Snapping 



notebooks and rustling papers are distracting.  The second extra credit word is 


              medieval.  You will be dismissed on time.
*ASSISTANCE:  I urge you to see me if you are having trouble, want to improve your work, or simply want 

to chat.  I am anxious to assist you in any way possible. 

*SPECIAL CLASSES on reading and studying.  If you think that these would benefit you please let me 

know.  
*INCLEMENT WEATHER POLICY:   This class will follow the college guidelines.
HONOR CODE:  The provisions of the Honor Code apply to all work in this class. 

    We, the Meredith Community, are committed to developing and affirming in each student a sense of personal honor and responsibility.  Uncompromising honesty and forthrightness are essential elements of this commitment.  The Honor System is a method by which individual honors are protected and maintained.  Any dishonorable action will be regarded as a violation of this commitment, and corrective action will be taken.

    If I am in violation of the Honor Code, to prevent jeopardizing the Honor System or weakening our system of self-government, I have an obligation to report myself to the proper authorities.  If I am aware of a violation of the Honor System by another student, I shall call this matter to the attention of that student as a violation of responsibility to the community.

   In choosing Meredith College, I am accepting the Honor System as a way of life.  As a Meredith student, I am responsible for insuring that the Honor System is at all times carried out.


Students With Disabilities:  Reasonable accommodations will be made for students with documented disabilities.  In order to receive 
accommodations, students must go through th e Counseling Center/Disability Services Office.  Disability Services is located in 106 Carroll Hall and  

       can be reached at 8427 or disabilityservices@meredith.edu.  For additional information go to  http://www.meredith.edu/students/counsel/disability.
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TENTATIVE ASSIGNMENTS IN WESTERN CIVILIZATION, Spring 2012 
    Course Pack:  You do not need to bring the entire Course Pack to every class.  Below is a schedule telling you what pages you will need and when.
      Bring pp. i-vii and pp. 1-27 to class everyday throughout the semester.


Jnuary 10- February 7:   bring pp 28-65.

              February 9- March 1:   bring pp 62-103


     March 13-April 24:   bring pp 98-149.

        Reading Materials assigned for a particular day.

   Any handouts that go with the assignment.


January
   10   Class:  Political Geography
   12   Assignment on Political Geography and Syllabus, etc.


     Read the Syllabus, the section with a * on pages 1-3 very carefully (watch for the two 
                        extra credit words; each counts 10 additional  points on the quiz).

      CP p 1, Assignment on the Political Map of Europe and on the Map of Countries 


created from the Former Yugoslavia.

 
      Quiz on both maps.     


   Class:  Physical geography

    17   Assignment on Physical Geography and on Time


    CP p 1, Assignment on the Physical Map of Europe.

    Quiz on this map.

                CP pp 28-31, Assignment on “The Cosmic Calendar.”  Write the answers in the 
        

spaces provided on pp 28 and 31.  

     (The quiz will only be on the geography; I will check the written assignment while you 

       are taking the quiz; failure to answer any of the questions on pp 28 and 31, even one, 

       will result in a minus 20 on the quiz.  

    Class:  Time and Western Civilization
      19   Assignment:  Prehistory and the Beginning of Civilization

       Read and study the materials on how to read on pp i-iii in the CP



       CP p 34-35, “Evolution and Prehistory” and “From Hunting and Gathering 



to Farming to Civilization.”  Read and study this material.  You will not be quizzed 

                       on this material but you will find it helpful to understanding the article, “How


            Man Invented Cities.”


       CP pp 36-38, Study Guide for “How Man Invented Cities.”  You are NOT required 

                         to write the answers in the spaces provided; however, if you choose to do so, you 

 

  may use the sheets when taking the quiz.  Or you may simply take notes on 

                         separate sheets of paper.



    Class:   Prehistory and the Origins of Civilization
       24    Assignments:  Ancient Near East and Mesopotamia    


     CP pp 14-16, Map on Ancient Near East. Information about this map, and indeed all 



subsequent map assignments, may be included on your quiz.


        (Before you begin to label and color this map, you may want to make an extra copy 



of it and, indeed of all subsequent map studies, in case you make a mistake.)  

       CP p 40, Study Guide for the Ancient Near East.

       CP pp 40-41, Study Guide on Ancient Mesopotamia, Assignments 1 and 2.              
        Quiz on the above.  (On this and the subsequent quizzes, you may use any written or 

          typed materials as long as they are not copied.  Any notes must be your own work.  

          You may NOT use the study guide pages when taking this or any other quizzes. 

          You will have a quiz every class unless you are told otherwise.)  

 
  Class:  Ancient Mesopotamia  
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   26   Assignment:   CP pages 47 and 48, Study Guide for Egypt (“The Nile River,” “Time and 


  the River,” and “Secrets of the Lost Tomb”)

     Class:  Egypt

    31   Assignment:  


     CP p. 50, Maps of the Assyrian and Persian Empires.  Study the maps and read the 



materials. When you have finished you should be able to describe generally the 



two empires and to compare their sizes and the areas included within each.  



Also be familiar with the Persian system of roads. 


       CP p. 51, Study Guide for “Early Civilizations and the Natural Environment.” 

  Class:  Conquests by the Assyrians and Persian;, Destruction of the Environment of 

              Mesopotamia; the Hebrews
FEBRUARY
     2  Assignment:   CP p 52, Study Guide for the Hebrews.  


    Class:  the Hebrews

     7  Hour Test (Study Guide to be provided.)
     9   Assignment:  The Phoenicians and the Greeks.


       Study the map on page 18 of the Mediterranean World and then color the areas 



settled and colonized by the Phoenicians, yellow, and the areas colonized by the 



Greeks, red.  (Completion of the map will count as one question on the quiz.)


       Read the two articles on the Phoenicians, pages 61a and 61b.

  
       Study Guide for the Greeks, CP pp. 63 and 64a, Assignment 2, 3 and 4. 
       

       Start bringing CP pp 62-103 to class.



    Class:  Geography, Chronology and Life in Ancient Greece


       14   Assignment:  CP p 66, “Love and Death in Ancient Greece.”   

                   Class:  Greek Philosophy  

       16   Assignment:  CP pp 20, 21, and 22.  Map on Roman Expansion.

                             CP p 75, Assignments on Rome--only the Study Guide for “Sudden Death.”

               Class:  Geography and Early Roman History 
        21  Assignment:  CP p 79, Study Guide for Augustus Caesar--only the article, “In the 



Year I, Augustus let the Good Times Roll.” 


      Class:  Origins of Christianity


         23  Assignment:  CP p 81, Study Guide for the Development of Early Christianity and 
                   
“Live Longer, Healthier and Better”

     Class:  Development of Christianity from a Persecuted Minority to the Official 



Religion of the Roman Empire

         28   Assignment:  CP p 92, Study Guide for “Ancient Roman Life.” 




   CP p 93, Documents about the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire


    Class:  Fall of the Roman Empire
MARCH    

       1 Assignment:  :  CP p 99, Study Guide for the “The Precursors.”
                  Class:  Transition from the Ancient World to Western Civilization; the Germanic 




Tribes

      13   Assignment CP pp 23-24, Map, the Expansion of Islam.

      Class:  Byzantine and Islamic Civilization








              Syllabus (and  Assignments), page 5
15   Hour Test (Study Guide to be provided)

20   Assignment:   CP page 104, Study Guide for “Peasant Bodo”


     (start bringing CP page 98 through the end of the CP to class)


    Class:  The Middle Ages; the Christians and the German, Manors
 22   Assignments:  CP page 114, Study Guide to the Vikings




 Map page 25


        Class:   the Non-Christian Invasions and Feudalism

  27   Assignment:   Assignment:  CP page 116, Study Guide for “When Knighthood Was In 

                                   Flower”

    Class:  Feudalism

   29  Assignment:  CP page 121, Study Guide for “Crusade by Children”

     Class:  Gothic Cathedrals
 APRIL

     3  Assignment:   CP pages 127 and 128, Study Guide for “Anorexia Religiosa”

                Class:  Life in the Middle Ages; Changes in Agriculture 
     5  Assignment:  CP page 135, Study Guide for “How a Mysterious Disease Laid Low



Europe’s Masses”


     Class:  Trade, Towns and the Middle Class

   10  Assignment:   CP page 139, Study Guide for “Where Columbus was Coming From” 

   
     Class:  Renaissance
   12   Assignment:  CP page  141, Study Guide for “Luther: Giant of His Time and Ours”
                Class:  the Protestant Reformation 

  19   Assignment:   Map on religion in Europe about 1560, CP pp. 26-27  (If you would like to 

                           receive your course average on this day, please hand in the map on the 17th.)

      Class:  the Catholic Counter-Reformation and the Wars of Religion

     24   Assignment:  To be determined. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Final Test:

Monday, April 30, 6 p.m.
