Core 941

Global Issues: Homelessness

Meredith College

Instructor: Barbara True-Weber

Joyner 216,  Phone 8312

Email: trueweberb@meredith.edu

Office hours:  TTh 2-3

This is an upper division policy course.  The course will address issues of housing, homelessness, and policy at local, national and global levels.  The course will examine how policy about these issues is made.  Shelter will be examined as a necessary essential for human development and community and as a problem for the natural environment.  Policy options will also be examined and direct action to address problems will be taken.

The focus of the course is civic engagement to solve social problems.  The first step is to understand the problems and/or issues as thoroughly as possible.  By this time in the student’s college career they should be getting quite adept at finding information.  The next task is to use information to attack the problems.  

Home is multi-faceted – being psychological, physical, and ecological and is fundamental to humans.  Housing is established and maintained by the society, the culture and the community.  What home looks like is based on the natural world, human needs, and aesthetics.  Home is such a central need for humans that homelessness is a signal of social disorganization.  We will address this disorganization by asking questions of how government policies affect homelessness.  Essentially the questions are: why are people homeless and what can we do about it?

Course objectives: 

1. This course will address the problem of homelessness both as a global issue and a local problem.

2. Causes of homelessness, such as refugee migration and poverty will be studied.  

3. The content of the course will be approached from a variety of perspectives.  

4. The course will engage students in the construction of their knowledge of the problems.  Students will bring perspectives and methods from their major to the study of the issues.  

5. The course will encourage them to be actively engaged in their communities. 

6. Students will research the problems and create presentations about the problems.

Student learning outcomes.  As a result of this course students will:

1. strengthen oral presentations skills.

2. strengthen their scholarship skills: writing, critical and analytic thinking.

3. understand the topics of home and homelessness from various modes of inquiry 

4. understand the topics of home and homelessness in an interdisciplinary framework

5. master collaborative problem solving

Texts

Gibbons, Kaye. Ellen Foster.  Vintage Press. 1987.

Jencks, Christopher.  The Homeless. 1994. Harvard University Press.

Kozol, Jonathan.  Rachel and Her Children. 1987.  Ballentine Books.

Annual Report of the Interagency Council for Coordinating Homeless Programs found at


Dhhs.state.nc.us/docs/icchp2004report.pdf.

UNHCR Reports on Refugees.  Found at UNHCR.ch

The Ten Year Plan to End Homelessness, Raleigh, North Carolina.  

Other readings will be assigned throughout the semester.  

Assignments and Grading

· Students will present group written and oral reports.  10%

· Book review 15%

· Short in-class assignments and reflections. 10%

· Research paper.  This paper will be used to focus action. 15%

· Action project 25%

· Final exam 25%

Attendance and other policies

· Attendance is expected.  If you miss more than three classes your final grade will be reduced by 5% for each additional absence.  Attendance will be taken at the beginning of class so tardies will be counted as absences.  If the College is closed due to inclement weather the class will not meet.  

· Grading is on a ten point scale.

· This course is offered and taught under the auspices of the College.  All pertinent policies are applicable.

Meredith Code of Honor

We, the Meredith Community, are committed to developing and affirming in each student a sense of personal honor and responsibility.  Uncompromising honesty and forthrightness are essential elements of this commitment.  The Honor System is a method by which individual honors are protected and maintained.  Any dishonorable action will be regarded as a violation of this commitment, and corrective action will be taken.


If I am in violation of the Honor Code, to prevent jeopardizing the Honor System or weakening our system of self-government, I have an obligation to report myself to the proper authorities.  If I am aware of a violation of the Honor System by another student, I shall call this matter to the attention of that student as a violation of responsibility to the community.


In choosing Meredith College, I am accepting the Honor System as a way of life.  As a Meredith student, I am responsible for insuring that the Honor System is at all times carried out.

"Students with Disabilities:  Reasonable accommodations will be made for students with documented disabilities.  In order to receive accommodations, students must go through the Counseling Center/Disability Services office. Disability Services is located in 106 Carroll Hall and can be reached at 760-8427 or disabilityservices@meredith.edu.For additional information see the website at http://www.meredith.edu/students/counsel/disability." 

