
POL 340 State and Local Government
Meredith College
Spring, 2009
Teacher: True-Weber
Joyner 216, Phone 8312
Office Hours:  TTH 3:30-4:30pm
Email: trueweberb@meredith.edu

Course Description
This course provides a survey of politics and policy at the state and local levels of government. Institutions, processes, and behaviors of governments and political participants will be studied. The federal system will be examined from the viewpoint of states and localities. States and localities will be viewed as places of innovation and experimentation to solve problems.  The government and politics of North Carolina will be used as a source of examples.  

This course counts toward the  social and behavioral science, requirement of the General Education program.  The general education learning outcome that will be achieved by this course are:l  

· know basic theoretical frameworks within the particular field of study or discipline;
· explain social scientific discovery and process, and the ability to explain the primary research methods of the field;
· connect primary supporting research with a particular theoretical position in the field;
· apply theoretically-based explanations and solutions to individual behavior or societal phenomena;
· solve problems by analyzing data, thinking critically, and selecting optimal results.  

Student Learning Outcomes.       As a result of this class students will
· Practice scholarship skills: critical thinking, writing, categorization, methodological thinking including the formulation of research questions.
· Identify crucial differences between the national government and state governments.
· Identify policies and politics that are particularly local in character.
· Recognize and discuss the diversity of viewpoints and policy solutions in a federal system.
· Gain familiarity with political science theories as they apply to state and local. politics and policies.

Textbook:  Saffell, David and Harry Basehart. State and Local Government.  
This textbook will provide our primary reading.    Other assignments will be made throughout the semester.  These assignments will be class handouts or online.


Course Format
This course will be a lecture and discussion class.  Information will be provided by lecture and reading.  You will also be given exercises to complete that are designed to stimulate your thinking and to provide examples of the principles and theories found in the text.  We will observe the activities of the North Carolina General Assembly as well as other state institutions.  There will be special tasks or projects assigned throughout the semester.

Course Requirements and Grading
There will be two tests and a final exam.  The tests will cover assigned readings, lectures, and class discussions.  Each test will have some objective and some essay questions.  The final exam will be comprehensive and in essay format.  The test will comprise 60% of the course grade.
A research paper is required.  The paper will provide you the opportunity to explore an issue
 of state politics or policies that is of interest to you.  The paper will be worth 25% of your final grade.
The remaining 15% of the grade will be assigned on the basis of class attendance and participation.  The final activity of the class will be a simulation.  For a simulation to be effective, everyone
must participate.  Therefore, a grade will be given for participation in the activity.  Criteria for
assigning the grade will be given to you at the beginning of the simulation.  
Grading is on a ten percent scale.  
Attendance is expected. If you are absent for more than two class sessions your final grade will be
reduced by 5 points for each absence.  I will take attendance at the opening minute of each class.  
If the College is closed due to inclement weather the class will not meet.  

Proposed reading and test schedule

Context and Background
Jan 14  Chapter 1  
Jan 21  Chapter 2
Jan 28  Chapter 3
Institutions and Structures
Feb 04  Chapter  9
Feb 11  Chapter 10
Feb 18  Chapter  11
Feb 23 Chapter 12
Feb 25 Test 1
Politics in States and Localities
Mar 9  Chapter  4
Mar 17 Chapters 5/6
Mar 30 Chapters 7/8
Policies
Apr  6 Chapter 13
Apr 15 Chapter 14
Apr 20 Chapter 15
Apr 22 Chapter 16
Apr 27 & 29 Simulation
Final Exam Wednesday,  May 6, 1:00pm

This course is offered and taught under the auspices of the College.  All pertinent policies are applicable.
Meredith Code of Honor
	We, the Meredith Community, are committed to developing and affirming in each student a sense of personal honor and responsibility.  Uncompromising honesty and forthrightness are essential elements of this commitment.  The Honor System is a method by which individual honors are protected and maintained.  Any dishonorable action will be regarded as a violation of this commitment, and corrective action will be taken.
	If I am in violation of the Honor Code, to prevent jeopardizing the Honor System or weakening our system of self-government, I have an obligation to report myself to the proper authorities.  If I am aware of a violation of the Honor System by another student, I shall call this matter to the attention of that student as a violation of responsibility to the community.
	In choosing Meredith College, I am accepting the Honor System as a way of life.  As a Meredith student, I am responsible for insuring that the Honor System is at all times carried out.
"Students with Disabilities:  Reasonable accommodations will be made for students with documented disabilities.  In order to receive accommodations, students must go through the Counseling Center/Disability Services office. Disability Services is located in 106 Carroll Hall and can be reached at 760-8427 or disabilityservices@meredith.edu.For additional information see the website at http://www.meredith.edu/students/counsel/disability." 
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