GENDER ISSUES
In Law & Policy
Politics 310 - Spring 2009
Instructor: Clyde Frazier

                                               Office: Joyner 224, 760-8540

Office Hours:  10-11 MW and some F; 2:00-3:30 TTh                                Home: 919-929-6249

E-Mail: frazierc@meredith.edu

Course

This course will focus on the political, social and legal controversies associated with gender in Description:
the United States.  We will explore this question by looking at different areas of law and policy.  


In every case, readings will present conflicting analysis of the problems which exist and 



prescriptions for dealing with them.  In some cases, our focus will be on conflicts between 


different feminist points of view.  In other instances we will explore the conflict between 



masculinist and feminist approaches.  Contemporary feminists argue that society, in all of its 


manifestations from language to law, has systematically devalued and discriminated against 


women.  The masculinist tradition is less well known, but its core 
argument is exactly the 


reverse, that in many areas men are the victims of discrimination.




Classes will be conducted primarily by discussion, there will be a significant amount of small 


group work, and students may be assigned to present and defend perspectives in class which are 


not their own.  Because of the importance of your active participation in discussions, no laptops 


may be used in this class.
Course 
Students will:

Outcomes:
Understand a wide range of political, social and legal issues related to gender.



Become familiar with divergent theoretical frameworks concerning gender and use them to 



explain particular phenomena.


Learn how to analyze and think critically about different perspectives on gender issues.



Present this analysis in both oral and written form.



Analyze the gender messages in contemporary media.

Texts:

Current Controversies, DateRape (DR)


Current Controversies, Sexual Harassment (SH) (Not in bookstore.)


Warren Farrell, The Myth of Male Power (Myth)



One Other TBA



Much of the reading for this course will be on blackboard or in library reserve folders.

Grades:
Will be determined in the following manner:



10% 
Class Attendance



Perfect Attendance = 100 points




10 points deducted for each unexcused absence.




To request an excuse, turn in note with name, date & reason the day you return.




Late arrival or early departure, open laptop, texting or ringing telephone = 1/2 credit



 15%
Class Participation - quantity and quality.




This is a small class and your active participation is a crucial for it to function effectively 



and for you to get the most out of the experience. 

 

25%
Homework:  You will have a reading assignment for each class and will write an 




informal written response.  Your response is to be 2 FULL pages or 500 words long.  



You will given a couple of questions as the basis for your reaction, and you are expected 



to devote at least 1p to them, but you are also invited to react to the reading in other 



ways.  For example:  personal feelings or beliefs,  agreement or disagreement with the 



authors (be sure to give reasons), questions for clarification, specific quotations you’d 



like to discuss. 



Homework should be typed and will be graded check, check+, check-.  Length is 




important.  If all homework is turned in and the average is a check you will receive a B+ 



for this part of your grade, but so long as you achieve this level, homework will not pull 



your grade down.


20%
Media Analysis Papers & Discussion Board Posts: 3 short (2p) papers in which you 



analyze the gender messages in a printed advertisment, a magazine article for females and 


one for males.  Weekly discussion board posts identifying negative gender messages in 



the media.


30% 
Essay Tests – 2/28 & Tuesday, May 6, 6:00 pm
Weather:
Class will be conducted unless Meredith cancels classes updates available at 832-8878. 

Honor:

We, the Meredith Community, are committed to developing and affirming in each student a sense of personal honor 


and responsibility.  Uncompromising honesty and forthrightness are essential elements of this commitment.  The 


Honor System is a method by which individual honors are protected and maintained.  Any dishonorable action will 


be regarded as a violation of this commitment, and corrective action will be taken.



If I am in violation of the Honor Code, to prevent jeopardizing the Honor System or weakening our system of self-


government, I have an obligation to report myself to the proper authorities.  If I am aware of a violation of the Honor 

System by another student, I shall call this matter to the attention of that student as a violation of responsibility to 


the community.



In choosing Meredith College, I am accepting the Honor System as a way of life.  As a Meredith student, I am 


responsible for insuring that the Honor System is at all times carried out.

Discussion
A free and open forum for discussion is absolutely essential to the functioning of this class. Ground 
You are likely to have very strong feelings about some of the issues we discuss and you 

Rules:

may well find that others hold different opinions, just as strongly.  Do not take this course 


unless you can tolerate this kind of disagreement.  



Every student has the right to express their opinion, but no one will be allowed to 




monopolize or dominate the class.  Every student has the right to disagree with others and 


to defend their point of view with vigor, but no one will be allowed to insult or ridicule 



another.
Disability:
Accommodations will be made for documented disabilities as required by law.

ASSIGNMENTS
1/13
Introduction – Course Policy & Procedure

1/15
Where Are Women Today?


Blackboard Folder


Questions: 
Are women still the victims of discrimination or disadvantage overall?  Ever?  
What government policies (if any) should be directed specifically toward improving the lot of women?

1/20
The (Unhappy) Male Perspective


Myth 24-71

Blackboard folder


Questions:
Are men the victims of discrimination or disadvantage overall?  Ever?
What government policies (if any) should be directed specifically toward improving the lot of men? 

1/22
Media Images – Does the Media Demean Women?  Or Men?


Reserve Folder #21


"The New Sexism" Myth 189-236


Blackboard Folder

Questions:
Do the predominant media images in contemporary culture demean women or men?




What are the practical & political effects of demeaning images?

1/27
Feminist Theory – The Reason for Gender Roles


Blackboard Folder


Question:
What does Millet believe explains the origin of sex differences?


Article Analysis – “Slut for a Day” (handout)

Question:
What are the gender messages in this article?  Use specific passages and analyze the 

gender message.

1/29
Masculinist Theory


Blackboard Folder

Questions:
How do these articles explain the origins of sex differences?




What political difference does it make whether these articles or Millett is right?

2/3
Analysis of Gender Messages in Women’s Magazine Article Due
2/5
The Summers Fiasco – Men, Women & Science


Blackboard Folder

Questions:  
Exactly how does Summers explain the scarcity of women in science?




What are the public policy implications of Summers’ argument?
2/10
Beauty - Oppressive or Empowering?


Reserve Folder #23


Blackboard Folder

Questions:
On Balance, is the focus on women’s appearance oppressive or empowering to them?



What are the political implications of your answer to the previous question?

2/12     The Wage Gap – It’s More Complicated Than You Think



Library Reserve Folder #26



Blackboard Folder



Myth 105-122 - The Death Professions
Questions:
What are the different factors explaining the pay gap between men and women?



How important is discrimination in explaining the pay gap?



What can/should government do to reduce the pay gap?
2/17     The Glass Ceiling – Women & Leadership


Blackboard Folder

Questions:
What factors explain the scarcity of women at the highest levels of leadership?




What can/should government do about this?

2/19
The Mommy Wars - Can Stay At Home Moms Be Feminists?


Blackboard Folder


Questions:
Should government policy encourage or discourage women from staying home with their 

children instead of remaining in the paid workforce?  How?

2/24
Abortion & Paternity – Rights & Responsibilities


Library Reserve Folder #32


Blackboard Folder


Question:  What rights should fathers have with respect to the decision to abort their children?

2/26
FIRST TEST

Spring Break

3/10
Analysis of Gender Messages in a Men’s Magazine Due
Gender Politics – Spring 2008
MEDIA ANALYSIS PAPERS


You will write a series of 3 short papers and class presentations analyzing the gender messages in different mass media.  It is especially important that you be in class on the dates on which these papers/presentations because class will be devoted to student presentations.  Due dates for each assignment are on the schedule.


Papers must be typed and be a minimum of 500 words (700 words max.).  This is 2 pages using 12 point type and 1 inch margins all around.  Please do not attach any covers, binders or blank sheets to your paper.  A title and your name at the top of the first page is all that is needed.  Your oral presentation should be approximately 3 minutes long and you should be prepared to respond to questions from the class. 


Magazine Article Analysis

You will analyze the gender messages in a women’s magazine article and a men’s magazine article.  We will practice/model the analysis using the article “Slut for a Day” which will be handed out in class.

Find an article which says something interesting about gender.  You can't produce a good paper unless you have a good article.  The article does not have to be explicitly about gender.  "Slut for a Day" is rich in gender messages but it's not explicitly about gender.  It is crucial that you support your analysis with specific illustrations and quotations from the text and that you don’t just summarize the article but analyze the gender messages.  Ask yourself what the article says about what women/men are like, how they should act and how we should evaluate them.  Remember that sex and gender are NOT the same thing.  Articles about sex only contain gender messages if they also address the questions above. 


Please include a copy of the article(s) with your paper and make sure to give complete bibliographic information (source, date, page) if it is not clear from the copy.  You may submit an entire issue of a magazine if you don't want to tear out the article & I will return it to you.


Advertisements or Other Pictorial Images

Analyze the gender messages in a number of related advertising images with similar or contrasting messages.  The key to doing a good job is to pay close attention to the details of the images and to use them in your analysis.  Be sensitive to ambiguities in images and point out how them same image can be interpreted in different ways.  Examples will be given in class.

Warning - It is not very perceptive to point out that images portray women as beautiful or thin or young and we all know that sex sells.  You need to go beyond these trite observations.


Please attach copies of the images on which your analysis is based.  Whole magazines are OK.  Try to avoid Xerox copies.
DISCUSSION BOARD POSTS

Each week post one description of a NEGATIVE  image of men or women you have found on television programs, movies or commercials, and post a reaction to one of your classmates’ posts.  Posta are due  by 5pm Sunday each week.  Analyze only scripted programs, not reality, news, talk or documentary presentations and not daytime soaps.  Use the form provided  to make your comments and complete only one form for each recurring character in a television series.

Negative means negative from the perspective of the script, not necessarily from your perspective.  It also doesn’t matter whether you think the portrayal is accurate or not.   You might think that the movie G I Jane is completely unrealistic, and you may disapprove of war or violence, but it clearly presents a positive portrayal of women as physically violent and warlike.
