RogersSpr09

Politics of the Vietnam War-POL 309A
Spring 2009

Instructor: Frank E. Rogers		Office: Joyner 201E
Class Hours: TTH   9:30-10:50 Joyner 217	Tel  760-882	6	 
Office Hours TTH  11-12:30		Home 919 967-0974	
 and by appointment			email- rogersfr@meredith.edu						
Course Description: This course will offer an in-depth examination of the war in Vietnam and the participation of the United States in that war. There will be an extensive study of the causes of the war. The political environment of the prosecution and termination of the conflict will be addressed. Foreign and domestic policy will be a primary perspective. 

Course Objectives & Educational Outcomes: Provide students with a significant understanding of both the process and the outcome of  the Vietnam war and the effects it has had on both foreign and domestic policy. In addition we will examine the relationship between that conflict and the current war in Iraq. The particular emphasis of this course is to examine the role that intelligence played in the creation and implementation of governmental policy in both conflicts.  As such, the expected learning outcomes include:  

	1 	Improve your  knowledge of the basic institutions and processes of the American political system-particularly as they relate to military conflict
2.	Engage in political dialogue with fellow students about current issues
3.	Improve your understanding of the current political issues under discussion.
4.	Know the basic theoretical frameworks which have been developed to understand American politics and apply them to the behavior of individuals, organizations and institutions.
5.	Improve your oral communications skills by engaging in political dialogue about current issues.
6.	Know basic theoretical frameworks within the particular field of study or discipline;
7.	Explain social scientific discovery and process, and the ability to explain the primary research methods of the field;
8.	Connect primary supporting research with a particular theoretical position in the field;
9.	Apply theoretically-based explanation and solutions to individual behavior or societal phenomena;
10.	Solve problems by analyzing data, thinking critically, and selecting optimal results

Text: Patrick J. Hearden, The Tragedy of Vietnam, Longman-Pearson, 2008, 3d ed; Rick Fawn & Raymond Hinnebusch (eds) The Iraq War: Causes and Consequences, Lynne Rienner, 2006.   In addition to the basic texts there may be additional readings which will be distributed in class or placed on library reserve.

Grades: The course will consist of two tests, one written book report combined with an oral class report, an essay  and occasional unannounced quizzes. The final grade will be based on the average of the weighted grades- midterm-20% , final exam- 30% , written book report-15%, oral report-10%, essay-15%, Quizzes and class attendance/participation-10%.   The grading scale used is as follows: 90-100 = A; 80-89 = B; 70-79 = C; 60-69 = D; 59 and below = F.

Class Attendance and Participation.
Consistent class attendance and participation is expected and required. Any missed classes must be explained and accounted for. As noted on the previous page 10% of the final grade is derived from attendance and participation. Any missed quizzes due to absences cannot be made up.

Class Technology Etiquette- 
 Cell Phone
      All cell phones must be turned off during class
      Failure to turn off your phone will result in dismissal from the class for that day as an unexcused absence.
Laptop Computers
      Laptops may be used in class to take notes but must be disconnected from any network system.
      If in use,  laptops cannot be used for any non-class related activity-e.g. playing solitaire, drafting responses to previously received emails, preparing information for another class, etc.    Failure to follow this rule will result in dismissal from the class as an unexcused absence and the prohibition of any open laptop in the class for the rest of the semester.

Inclement Weather Policy:
In the event of inclement weather, please check the college announcement for cancellations.  You can call (919) 832-8878 for information.  In general, the class will meet if the college is open.

Students with Disabilities: Reasonable accommodations will be made for students with documented disabilities.  In order to receive accommodations, students must go through the Counseling Center/Disability Services Office.  Disability Services is located in 106 Carroll Hall and can be reached at 760-8427 or disabilityservices@meredith.edu.  For additional information see the website at http://www.meredith.edu/students/counsel/disability.

Statement of Honor:

We, the Meredith Community are committed to developing and affirming in each student a sense of personal honor and responsibility.  Uncompromising honesty and forthrightness are essential elements of this commitment.  The Honor System is a method by which individual honors are protected and maintained.  Any dishonorable action will be regarded as a violation of this commitment, and corrective action will be taken.

If I am in violation of the Honor Code, to prevent jeopardizing the Honor System or weakening our system of self-government, I have an obligation to report myself to the proper authorities.  If I am aware of a violation of the Honor System by another student, I shall call this matter to the attention of that student as a violation of responsibility to the community.

In choosing Meredith College, I am accepting the Honor System as a way of life.  As a Meredith student, I am responsible for insuring that the Honor System is at all times carried out.  

Course Schedule 
	Week 1- Course Overview and Introduction
		Readings: Text- Hearden, chap 1.
	Jan 23- Book Report Selection-email to rogersfr@bellsouth.net

	Week 1-2- Vietnam and  Dien Bien Phu
			Pre-World War II
			Japanese takeover of Southeast Asia
			OSS and Ho Chi Minh
	`		Return of France
		Readings:  Text-Hearden, chap 1, 2
		Library Reserve- Advising the Viet Minh 
	Week 3-4- “Temporary” Division of Vietnam -Eisenhower Plays Dominos as France Walks Away
			1954 Geneva Conference
			The Rise of the National Liberation Front
			Increasing American Involvement
		Readings:  Text- Hearden, chap 3

Book Report deadline- start of Class Feb 12

	Weeks 5-7- America Wades into the Quagmire
			Kennedy/Johnson Build-up
			Maxing out at 500,000
			The Tet Offensive
			The War at Home
		Readings:  Text- Hearden, chap 4-6

	Mid-term exam--Feb 24

	Weeks 8-10 Nixon's Plan to End the War by Expanding It.
			Nixon/Kissinger War Effort
			Peace Talks
			Fall of Saigon
		Readings:  Text- Hearden, chap 7
Library Reserve-Archimedes Patti-“Tragic Aftermath- and Why” in Why Vietnam Matters-Chap 23

	Week 12- Intelligence and the Vietnam War
			Was Intelligence Wrong or Ignored?
			Vietnam Today
		Readings:  Text- Hearden, chap 8
Library Reserve-Harold Ford-“Why CIA Analysts Were so Doubtful about Vietnam” (CIA:Center for the Study of Intelligence)

	Weeks 12-13  American -Iraq Policy-pre 9/11.
			Iraq I and WMD
		Readings:  Text-Fawn  & Hinnebusch, chap 2

	Week 14- The Fall of Saddam - the Rise of the Insurgency.
		Readings:  Text-Fawn & Hinnebusch, chap 1, 17,18
Library Reserve-Archimedes Patti-“Beyond Vietnam” in Why Vietnam Matters- 
Chap 24

	Weeks 15- The Awakening and the Surge-The Role of Intelligence
		Readings:  Text-Fawn & Hinnebusch, chap 23,24
Library Reserve-John Mueller, “Vietnam and Iraq: Strategy Exit and Syndrome” in Vietnam in Iraq (2007) pp, 179-192

	Last day of class- April 30

	Final Exam-- Sat- May 2, 2008-9-12 am









Course Format

	As an advanced course in Political Science POL 350 will be primarily a seminar type course with students contributing and participating in the class discussion as much, if not more than, the instructor.  To achieve that end students must come to class prepared to discuss the topics of interest for that day. That means having read the assignment for the week prior to attending class. Class participation -both regular attendance and active participation in class discussions -will account for 10% of the final course grade. 

Essay
	A separate handout will be distributed in class with guidelines on the essay project. 

Book Review

	Each student will complete a review of a book chosen from the attached Vietnam bibliography as part of the course assignment. Students should send an email to me by Jan 23 indicating which book they have selected from the list.  No two students can review the same book so I will respond in an email to your selection and let you know if it has  been approved..
	The  book report is due by Feb 12, 2009.  Each written report must be submitted by the start of the class period on the scheduled day, in printed form (typed double spaced in 12 pt font).  It should consist of a descriptive essay reviewing  the major ideas presented by the author along with a personal assessment of how well written the book is and what contribution, if any, it makes to the reader's knowledge and understanding of the course material.  The essays should be a minimum of 3-4 pages in length. The essays will be evaluated in terms of both substance and style (grammar, spelling, punctuation, etc).  Each student will also make an oral presentation to the class of her book. A schedule will be distributed by the instructor to all students within the first couple weeks of class. These reports should be 12-15 minutes long and students should expect to be questioned by students and the instructor about the book and their report following their presentation.
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