 SYLLABUS FOR HISTORY 305, HOLOCAUST EXPERIENCES, EI and Honors, Fall, 2009

COURSE DESCRIPTION FROM CATALOGUE
HIS 305 ‘Holocaust Experiences’ The twentieth century has witnessed the mass destruction of peoples on a scale unprecedented on the planet.  Using the Holocaust in Germany as the focus and point of departure, this class will examine the Holocaust experience, as it was understood by the participants both the persecuted and the persecutors, and by those who passively acquiesced and by those who resisted.

*INSTRUCTOR	
	Carolyn Happer:  office, 212 Joyner;  phone, 760-2287
			    home phone: 782-0677--before 9:00 p.m. please
			    email address:  happerc@meredith.edu
			    office hours:  M-W 3:30-4:30  and TTH 11-12 and by appointment

COURSE OBJECTIVES and LEARNING OUTCOMES
     This course will 
· examine the background of the Holocaust, in particular the legacy of Christian anti-Semitism, the advent of racial anti-Semitism, and events in Germany beginning with WWI
· follow the development of the genocide:  Adolph Hitler and his ideology, and the decisions that were made, the policies that were established, and the processes that were devised which shaped the genocide
· study the various groups who were chosen for persecution:  the Jews, Gypsies, Jehovah Witnesses, homosexuals and Slavic peoples and prisoners
· examine the various responses and experiences of the countries under Nazi control
· study acts of resistance and rescue and acts of collaboration by individuals, institutions and nations
In an effort to understand that what occurred in Hitler’s Germany was not an isolated event, the Holocaust will be compared to the murder of the Armenians by the Turks at the opening of the century, Stalin’s war against the peasants, the man-made famine that devastated China in the early 1960’s, the genocide in Cambodia under Pol Pot and the recent mass murders in various parts of Africa.

    Since this course is being offered as an Ethics Intensive course the students will be expected to
· recognize the choices that individual people and nations have made and the consequences of these choices, and to gain insight into the motivations, beliefs, and moral values that shaped their choices
· examine Nazi documents to understand how the perpetrators justified what they did and how their justifications relate to the Nazi ideology and system of values
· wrestle with how, in order to justify mass, industrialized murder, the Nazis twisted traditional ethical systems based on Judaic-Christian beliefs, natural rights theory, and Utilitarianism, and how they also perverted the Enlightenment belief that progress toward human perfectibility could be realized through reason and science
·    become aware of the intolerance and hatred that exists today and be able to assess    
   when to react and the possible actions that one can take to protest and resist evil 
·    become aware of their own ethical beliefs and the basis of these so that they can   
   become more aware of how the moral choices that they make in their own lives 
   relate to their underlying ethical assumptions

By the end of the course, the student should be able to recognize the ethical dimensions of recent genocides, to describe the ethical principles underlying individual and institutional actions.  She should be able to articulate her personal response to various developments during the Holocaust and to articulate the factors that have shaped these responses.  In addition, she should recognize the relationship of her responses to traditional ethical categories.
Global Perspectives Courses
1.  Students will analyze at least one global issue with current implications using a variety of perspectives and methods.
2.  Students will compare how different world cultures respond to at least one global issue.
3.  Students will express their knowledge of the global issue through written work, presentation, or artistic production.
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**BOOKS					                         
	Appleman-Jurman, Alicia.  Alicia
            Gross, Jan T.  Neighbors 
*OTHER MATERIALS and SUPPLES 	
	Blackboard:  the course site has a large collection of documents, maps, pictures and links 
	     to relevant web sites as well as the syllabus and other materials relative to the class.  
	     Several of your assignments involve using materials on Blackboard.
	Various handouts:  please bring $5 (cash only) to class by August 32 to pay for the cost of 
	     printing materials .
	Reading Assignments:  These are in notebooks on reserve in the library; ask for one at the 
	    circulation desk.  I urge you to copy the material at the beginning of the course and put it 
	    in a notebook.  Making the copies is painless (it should take less than 10 minutes) should 
	    cost less than $5.  Please make sure to arrange the materials correctly after copying.
A large three-ring notebook and notebook dividers (see the sheet entitled Notebook on 
     page 5 of the Syllabus).
medium three-ring notebook for the reading assignments most of which are on Reserve .  
pens, all work that is to be handed in must be written in pen unless otherwise stated    
*COURSE REQUIREMENTS:  Thorough preparation for each class is essential for this course.  You can anticipate spending approximately 5 hours a week reading your assigned books, viewing films, and studying class notes and materials.  You can expect an assignment for each class.  
	Daily Reading Assignments:  Usually your daily assignments  involve reading and taking a short quiz.  The quiz will consist of five multiple choice questions.  The lowest of these quiz
grades will be dropped at the end of the course.  
Options for dropping an additional quiz:
1) If you would like to have a second grade dropped, you have the option of taking a quiz on the political geography of Europe in 2009 and on the physical geography of Europe and substitute that grade for a lower quiz grade.  This quiz must be taken before 5:00 p.m. on Monday, September14th ; it will not be given after that date.  The materials that you will need to prepare for this assignment will be given to you; they are colored green. 
2)  You may also read Night or another book and take a test to drop 	
            an additional quiz grade.  This must be completed by 11/30 at 5 p.m.
      Films: You are required to watch four films (2 if you are not taking the course for Honor’s 
                   credit).  A list of films is provided on the yellow handout; the list is also on Blackboard.
	       At least one of the four films must be from the list of Documentary Films.
                   After watching the films you are  
                       1)  to complete a written assignment about each film.  This consists of answering 
		     questions and writing a summary of the film.   You may use the form on 
		     Blackboard to answer the questions.  You should type the answers in the space s
                             provided and then print them.  (Do not email this to me.) 
                       2)  to discuss the films with me and a small group of students. 
                    Days the assignments are due.  
		 October 19:  completion of  two of the films and the written assignment 
                         December 2:  completion of the last two films and written assignment
	       Please Note:  
1) You may view the films and hand in the requested material any time before the     
 stated deadline.
2) If you would like to complete the discussion of two films before either of the due dates, I’ll make special arrangements to hold an early session as soon as at least four other students are ready.  I will arrange for the discussion at a time outside of class that is convenient to the group.  
                         I URGE you to complete at least part of the film assignment during the early weeks 
                         of the 	 course.  This is a fairly pleasant assignment and you can start to work on it  
		 immediately.  If you finish early you do not need to come to class on the days that 
		the  discussions are scheduled.   
	     Late Policy:  A letter grade will be deducted for each day (not class) that this is late.
       Books:  (Neighbors and Alicia ) You will be given a study guide for each book (also see Blackboard  
                       under Assignments for Alicia and Neighbors).  You will be given a test on each book 
	           that will include 10 multiple choice questions and you will be expected to discuss 
                       both books in class. If you would like to read the books before the required date, 
                       you may do so and take the test early.  The one restriction about taking a test early 
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	is that you must take the it at least one week before the first scheduled date (see 
	          Assignments for scheduled dates).   In the case of Neighbors you must attend one of 
                      the scheduled discussion classes.  However, in the case of Alicia when I have four 
	          students who have read it, I’ll schedule an early discussion session for them.  This 
                     means  these students  do not need to come to class on either of the days Alicia is 
 	         scheduled .   I urge you to read these books, especially Alicia early in the semester.  

*TESTS:   Hour Test:  October 14.  Final Test:  Monday,  December 7 at 1p.m. 

*TENTATIVE ALLOTMENT OF GRADES:
  400 daily grades (the lowest quiz grade will be dropped.  See daily work, page 2, for options.
  150 hour exam, February 26  
  200 films  (50 points for each assignment) (100 points for nonHonors)
  200  book tests on Alicia and Neighbors (100 each)
  150 final exam
1100 points total	
							
*GRADING:
	A:   93-100    (A- = 95,  A = 97,  A+ = 99)
     	B:   84-92      (B- = 86.  B = 89,  B+ = 92)
     	C:   70-83       (C- = 72,  C = 77,  C+ = 82)
        	D:   60-69      (D- = 62,  D = 65,  D+ = 68)      
	F:   59 and below  
  						
*CLASS POLICIES:  PLEASE READ VERY CAREFULLY.
    Attendance:   Since involvement in each class is critical, attendance and close attention in class 
	are essential.  You are permitted to take 2 unexcused absences for sickness or 
	emergencies. (Only official school excuses or extended hospitalization constitute excused 
absences).     After that your grade will be lowered by 2 points for each absence.  
    Leaving Class Early:  Attendance means being there for the entire class; if you leave early it is 	considered an absence.   
    Tardies:   Class will begin on time and you are expected to be in your seat and ready to work 	when class begins.  Each student is permitted 1 tardy of no more than 5 minutes.  Any 	subsequent  tardies or any tardies of over 5 minutes will be considered an absence.  If you 	are tardy see me after class; otherwise you will be recorded as absent.    
    Make Ups:  No make ups will be given unless you have an official college excuse or have been i
	in the hospital for an extended time.   
   Handouts:  From time to time you will be given materials in class.  If you are not in class, you 	are responsible for having someone obtain these for you.  Do not expect me to save 	these materials for you.  

 *GENERAL COURTIES: 
       Please do not make preparations to leave class before you have been dismissed.  
       Snapping notebooks and rustling papers are distracting.  You will be dismissed on time.
       Although this is embarrassing to say:  
		NO bubble gum and preferably no gum.
		Turn hats with brims backwards.  
	            Bring tissues to class.  Do not leave class to procure them.
       Please do not interrupt class by going out of the room as this distracts both me and your 
     classmates.  If you do not feel well and think that you may need to leave, please 
     inform me before class and sit by the door. The second secret word is Chambon.
        No Cell Phones.  I do NOT want to see or hear these inside the classroom.
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HONOR CODE:  The provisions of the Honor Code apply to all work in this class.  
     We, the Meredith Community, are committed to developing and affirming in each student a sense of personal honor and responsibility.  Uncompromising honesty and forthrightness are essential elements of this commitment.  The Honor System is a method by which individual honors are protected and maintained.  Any dishonorable action will be regarded as a violation of this commitment, and corrective action will be taken.
     If I am in violation of the Honor Code, to prevent jeopardizing the Honor System or weakening our system of self-government, I have an obligation to report myself to the proper authorities.  If I am aware of a violation of the Honor System by another student, I shall call this matter to the attention of that student as a violation of responsibility to the community.
     In choosing Meredith College, I am accepting the Honor System as a way of life.  As a Meredith student, I am responsible for insuring that the Honor System is at all times carried out.
INCLEMENT WEATHER POLICY:  This class will follow the college guidelines.
STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES:  Reasonable accommodations will be made for students with documented disabilities.  In order to receive accommodations, students must go through the Counseling Center/Disability Services Offices.  Disability Services is located in 106 Carroll Hall and can be reached at 760-8427 or disabilityservices@meredith.edu.  For additional information see the website at http://www.meredith.edu/students/counsel/disabiltiy.
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NOTEBOOKS
On Tuesday, January 15, you will be given a lot of materials to be used in this course.  If possible, please bring both notebooks with the suggested dividers to class.  I think that you will find it helpful to put the materials directly into your notebooks.

For this course you will need two notebooks (old and raggedy are fine).

1.  A medium sized notebook to house the daily assignments,  i.e. study guides and the assigned readings.  You need to bring to class only the assignments due that day, not the entire notebook.  The purpose of this notebook is simply to help you keep your assignments in order.

2.  A sturdy, large 3-ring notebook.  It would also be helpful to have approximately 8 division markers labeled as follows:
	Assignments
Syllabus
	Class Notes and handouts
	Maps  (Make sure that you bring the Maps and Timelines to class every day.)
Timelines (Chronologies)
	Instructions for Films (also on Blackboard)
	Study Guides for Alicia and Neighbors (also on Blackboard)
            Current Events
Miscellaneous 
The above arrangement works for me but you may arrange the materials in whatever way
      best suits you.  

You will be given materials to put in these categories.  Some of the pages will be numbered, for  
       example the maps have been numbered.  It will be up to you to devise a system for locating   
       material that is not numbered. 
  
As we move into the course and your large notebook becomes fuller and heavier, you may want to remove materials that we have already used from the Class Notes and Handout section and put them in a reserve notebook.  However, you should always have the materials in Syllabus and Assignments, Maps, and Timelines  with you in class.  And of course, you should always have the materials that are part of the assignment for any day.



				BLACKBOARD
There is a lot of material for this course on Blackboard.  It includes instructions and materials for browsing.  You do not need to print the materials on Blackboard as I will give you copies of any materials that you will need for class.  











	TENTATIVE OUTLINE OF THE COURSE SCHEDULE AND ASSIGNMENTS 
General Information:
1. Plan to spend a minimum of 2 hours on each assignment.  See pages 4 and 5 for    
     information that will help you prepare your reading assignments.
    2.  Please bring to class any materials which were part of the assignment for that day.
    3.  Book Assignments:  Remember that you may complete the book assignments on Alicia and 
           Neighbors any time during the semester, up to a week before the assignment is due.  I   
          urge you to read Alicia early in the semester before papers and projects in other classes 
         begin to pile up. 
4.  Film Assignment:  You may complete the film assignments at any time; let me know when you have finished and when several students are ready I will arrange an early discussion session.  If you choose to do this, then you do not need to come on one of the days that film discussions are scheduled.
5. Optional geography quiz must be completed by 5:00 p.m. on September 14; optional book test by November 30 at 5 p.m.

August
   19   Class:  overview and introduction.  Look at statistics and the chronology of the Holocaust
	 
   24    Assignment: 
1. Read the syllabus very, very carefully, especially those sections which have an *.  There are two secret words embedded in the information.  In class on the 15th, if you can write the two words you will have 10 points for each correct word added to your quiz grades.  You are on your honor not to reveal these magical words to anyone.  If you have questions about the syllabus, please ask them in class.
	      2.   Photographs:
		 a) You are to spend a minimum of 2 hours examining at least 3 
		    different web sites about the Holocaust.  I suggest that you start with one of the 
		    sites which is listed on Blackboard under “External Links.”  I 
		    recommend either U.S. Holocaust Museum, the Simon Wiesenthal Center 
		    Holocaust site, The Holocaust/Shoah Page, or Holocaust Photos as good 
		    places to start. Each of these has many links that will allow you to explore 
		    almost any subject in which you are interested or just to browse generally.  
                            Observe the photos carefully and then 
			1)  select and print 4 pictures from at least three different sites that
		                 that have particularly engaged your attention
			2)  type a caption to fit under each picture.  The caption should be about 3 to 
			     4 lines long and 26 font or larger.  In the caption  
		  		 a.  state the picture title (you may need to make up one yourself)
				 b.  the subject of the picture (ie. This is a picture of a group of 
                          		       women and children who are waiting to be executed at 						       Birkenau.)
				 c.  explain approximately where and when the picture was taken (this 
                                                      will not always be possible)
  		  		 d.   include the site name
			3) Attach (tape/glue) the caption to the bottom of the picture.
                                    4) On the back of the photo, attach with tape or a paper clip a short note
			    stating why this photo captured your interest.
2. Bring notebooks to class if possible with divisions as you will receive a number of 
items to put in them.
	      4.  Bring $5 in cash to pay for handouts.  Monday the 31th is the last day to do so. 	
	Class:  distribution of materials for notebooks; mounting an exhibit on the Holocaust

  26    Assignment:   (Last day to bring $3 to class.)
 	     1. Study Guide for the book, The Holocaust and Other Genocides.  You are 				 NOT  required to write the answers to the questions; but, if  you do write the                 
                         answers, you may use the study guide sheets when taking the quiz.
 		 (Note:  this is the only time you may use the actual study guide
		   handout when taking a quiz.)  You do not need to use sentences or to write in
		  pen—these are simply your personal notes.
             Class:   Ethical issues; an overview of genocides in the 20th century.
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   31    Assignment:   The Armenian Genocide.  You will have a quiz on this 
                                   material.  You may use notes but not the study guide or any copied material.
                    Class:  Armenian Genocide
  
SEPTEMBER
     2   Assignment:  Study guide for material on the historical background of anti-Semitism  
                    Class:  Historical background of Christian Anti-Semitism

     9   Assignment:  Study Guide about European Jews in the Modern World
                    Class:  Historical background of racial anti-Semitism 
                      

   14  Assignment:   Study Guide for “The World That Was Annihilated”
                   Class:  the World of the Jews especially in Poland before the Holocaust                      
	   	***:   Last day to take the optional geography quiz.						
     16  Assignment:   Read Neighbors.
	       Class:   Poland 
 
  21 or 23  Assignment:   Neighbors.  Test and discussion.  You may attend either day--your
			    choice.  (If you would like to read ahead and to take the test early, please 
			    do so.  I do ask that you do so a week before 2/7.  If you take the test early,			    you must still attend class, abet 10 minutes late. 

    28  Assignment:  Study Guide for the historical context for the rise of Hitler and the Nazis
           	      Class:  conditions in Germany which facilitated the Nazis’ rise to power

    30   Assignment:   Watch films or read Alicia.
 	      Class:   Mrs. Gizella Abrahamson, survivor from Poland.  See end of page 3.  

 OCTOBER
       5   Assignment:  Study Guide for  Fascism and Adolph Hitler
	         Class:  Adolph Hitler, his background, world view, anti-Semitism, appeal 
	              
       7   Assignment:  Study Guide for Life in the Third Reich (Germany before WWII)
	       Class:  the Nazi racial state:  women, education, eugenics, handicapped 

      12   Assignments:  Study Guide for Jews in Germany Before WWII
	         Class:    racial measures and Krystallnacht

      14   Assignment:  12  Hour Test.  Study Guide to be provided.  

      19   First Film Discussion Day.    Written materials for films due and discussion of 2 films.  If 
             you have already handed in the assignment and participated in a discussion session you do 
	 not need to attend.

       21   Articles on WWII (“The Rape of Nanking” and “1945”)
	         Class:   WWII:  Overview

       26   Assignment:    Study Guide on Mobile Killing Units     
	        Class:   Einstazgruppen

    
       28    Assignment:  Study Guide for Lodz Ghetto
                     Class:  the Ghetto Experience
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NOVEMBER 
         2   Assignment:   To be arranged.  (Read Alicia and watch films.)
                        Class:    Chelmno

         4   Assignment:  Study Guide for Treblinka and Auschwitz
          	            Class:   Treblinka				
               							
         9   Assignment:   To be arranged.  (Read Alicia and watch films.)
                        Class:  Auschwitz
       
        11  Assignment:   Read Alicia and watch films 
 	            Class:    Morris Glass, survivor of the Lodz Ghetto, Auschwitz, and Dachau
   		         You will be able to remain after class to ask Mr. Glass questions.

        16   Assignment:  Finish reading Alicia.
		 Class:   Discussion of Alicia.

         18   Assignment:  To be arranged.  Readings on the Response of the Catholic and Protestant 
			   Churches, Resistance
	              Class:  Weapons of the Spirit

         23   Assignment:  Readings on Stalin’s War against the Peasants and the Cultural Revoltion
	         Class:  Atrocities in the Soviet Union (the War against the Peasants in the early 
                                  1930s); the famine in China under Mao, and the genocide in Cambodia 
                                  genocide in the SU and China

         30    Assignment:  Readings to be arranged.
	               Class:  Sudan/Darfur

DECEMBER
       2   Assignment:   watch  final two films
		  Class:    last day for film discussion (I will be glad to hold a discussion earlier for 
			    those who have  completed the assignment early.)
   
FINAL TEST,  Monday, December 7, 1 p.m.
      


********************************************************************************
							


[image: Gizella Abramson] Gizella Abramson, longtime resident of Raleigh; native of Poland, survivor of the Majdanek concentration camp in Poland. 
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