INTRODUCTION TO AMERICAN INDIAN HISTORY & CULTURES
HIS/REL 943A – Spring 2009



This seminar presents an interdisciplinary overview of the social and cultural history of American Indians in North America with an emphasis on Southeast, Southwest, and Plains Culture Areas.  The direction of the course will be determined by student interest in authentic American Indian objects and images provided by the instructors.  With these as a focus, students will be introduced to such topics as original migrations into North America, impact of European contact, demographics, evolution of stereotypes, religions, societal structures, indigenous arts, traditional lifeways, and current political and social issues.


Goals:  Students taking this course will:
· have an authentic experience of American Indian cultural life 
· encounter a variety of first-person American Indian accounts of their histories and
cultures
· learn to view American history through a Native American perpective

Students completing this course will be able to demonstrate:
· a vocabulary for discussing the cultures and histories of American Indians
· knowledge of the histories and cultures of American Indians in the Southeast, Southwest, and Plains areas
· knowledge of contemporary issues related to American Indians
· knowledge of general subjects related to American Indians (religions, land, art, federal policies, education)
· knowledge of American Indian resources and organizations
· understanding of American Indian culture gained through attending a pow wow


Faculty:	Susan McClintock (x8382; Library 109; office hours TBA or by appointment)
		mcclinto@meredith.edu   
	John Kincheloe (x8444; Library 119; office hours TBA or by appointment)
		kincheloej@meredith.edu   

Classroom:		Projection Room (Room 20) – ground floor of Library

Texts:	Sutton, Mark.  An Introduction to Native North America.  Pearson: Boston. 2007.  
	Articles in Reserve notebook 
Perdue, Theda.  Native Carolinians: the Indians of North Carolina. 
	Raleigh, NC: Dept. of Cultural Resources, 1988. (on reserve)
			Hillerman, Tony.  Skinwalkers.  New York, NY: Harper, 1986.
Neihardt, John,  Black Elk Speaks.  Lincoln, NE: University of Nebraska 
	Press, 1989.
			Your research projects (MRPs & Contemporary Issues) notebook

	Requirements:	Regular attendance – 3 unexcused absences will result in reduction of grade by 	one letter; 4 or more unexcused absences will result in reduction of grade 	by two letters.  Yikes!
			  9%	Regular class preparation and participation
			50%	4 tests & final (10% each)
20%     4 individual mini-research projects (MRPs) (5% each; see description below)			
10%	Contemporary Issues research project (see description below)
			  6%	3 film response sheets
	 5%	powwow attendance & response sheet (schedule of recommended 
			pow wows will be provided) 


Grading Scale:	A	94-100
			B	87-93
			C	80-86
			D	73-79
			F	0-72



Classroom Participation and Etiquette:  Students are expected not only to attend class, but to arrive on-time ready to participate actively in classroom discussions.  Such participation requires contributing to discussions and keeping up-to-date with the assigned readings.  It also requires having MRP and Contemporary Issue papers completed and ready when they are due.

Phones and laptop use:  All phones must be turned off before entering class.  Class time should be uninterrupted by the distraction of external calls.  Respect the instructors and your fellow students by giving them your full attention. Laptops may be used for presentation purposes only – no emails, Facebook, IM during class.

Participation Criteria:  Because this is a seminar, your participation is important for all of us.  The following guidelines outline how your participation will be evaluated.

	Active Participation:

	A (10%)	is very well-prepared for class
demonstrates individual initiative beyond the fulfillment of class requirements
			contributes in a significant way to class discussions
			has positive attitude

	B (8%)		is prepared for class
			shows initiative
			contributes willingly to class discussions
			has a generally positive attitude

	Passive Participation:

	C (6%)		is usually prepared for class
			pays attention, but responds mostly when called upon
			answers accurately, but only rarely takes initiative
			seems somewhat unconcerned or detached

	 Poor or a No Participation:

	D (4%)		is not always prepared
			participates rarely or only when call upon by the instructor(s)
			puts little effort and/or attention into group work
			arrives late or leaves early
			displays a negative attitude.

	F (2%)		often comes unprepared
			makes no effort to participate in class discussions.
			performs poorly when called upon
			arrives late and/or leaves class early
			displays a consistently negative attitude 

Inclement weather policy:  Check the Inclement weather number (832-8878). If the college is open, we all will make every safe attempt to get here.  If possible we will post to Blackboard and/or email you of any decisions particular to our course. You are responsible for any material you miss if you are unable to attend class.  If classes are canceled, you are expected to keep up with the readings and assignments.  The class will continue according to the syllabus.  

Students with Disabilities: Reasonable accommodations will be made for students with documented disabilities.  In order to receive accommodations, students must go through the Counseling Center/Disability Services Office.  Disability Services is located in 106 Carroll Hall and can be reached at 760-8427 or disabilityservices@meredith.edu.  For additional information see the website at http://www.meredith.edu/students/counsel/disability.

Meredith College Honor Code:  Students are expected to abide by the Meredith College Honor Code.  The Code is applicable to all aspects of your work in the course, including test taking and papers.  To avoid incidences of plagiarism, be particularly careful in quoting and citing sources.  We think it is great that the College has this Honor Code:
		
We, the Meredith community, are committed to developing and affirming in each student a sense of personal honor and responsibility.  Uncompromising honest and forthrightness are essential elements of the commitment. The Honor System is a method by which individual honors are protected and maintained.  Any dishonorable action will be regarded as a violation of this commitment and corrective action will be taken.  If I am in violation of the Honor Code, to prevent jeopardizing the Honor System or weakening our system of self-government, I have an obligation to report myself to the proper authorities.  If I am aware of a violation of the Honor System by another student, I shall call this matter to the attention of that student as a violation of responsibility to the community.  In choosing Meredith College, I am accepting the Honor System as a way of life.  As a Meredith student, I am responsible for insuring that the Honor System is at all times carried out.



Research papers:	There will be a total of 4 individual & 1 group research papers.  The individual papers are referred to as Mini-Research Papers (MRPs).  The other paper is part of a team project, Contemporary Issues Project.   

 	MRPs:   The purpose of these mini-research papers (MRPs) is to allow each student or team of students to investigate, in a little more depth, some object, image, event, topic, or person related to particular culture areas or historical period being studied.

 	  Each MRP will:
		  be 2-3 typed pages
    include a suggested bibliography of important resources used and/or consulted on the subject
  adequately describe the object, image, etc. and relate it to other aspects of that area or tribe’s culture and history
· accurately and without bias present information

· Students should use sources found on reserve, in reference, or suggested by instructors for MRPs.  Any use of Internet sites must be approved by one of the Instructors prior to inclusion in the paper.

  Each student will submit an electronic version of her paper to Susan McClintock no later than 11:00 am on the date due.  Instructors will make and distribute copies of papers to each student at the start of class.  Anyone who does not have the paper to Ms. McClintock by 11:00 will need to bring the appropriate number of copies to class.  

  Any papers submitted after the beginning of class on the date due will be considered late and will have a half grade deducted.

  You will lead the class discussion on your topic.  Be sure to relate the topic to our assigned readings and other topics that are being discussed.  Don’t just read the paper – explain the topic and engage the class in discussion.

  As you will be responsible for all material included in these papers, it is suggested that you keep a notebook for them.

  Your grade will be based on the content of the paper and your discussion of the topic.

  Important:  Due dates for each of these MRPs are:
	 
		Jan. 22 (Thurs.)	First Encounters, pow wows & contributions		(individual)			Feb. 17 (Tues.)	Southeast						(individual)
		Feb. 26 (Thurs.)	SW Prehistory 					(individual)
		Mar. 10 (Tues.) 	Southwest						(individual)
		Apr. 2 (Thurs.) 	Plains							(individual)
		Apr. 21 (Tues.)	Contemporary Issues					(group)

Contemporary Issues Project:   This is a team project.  The project has two parts: a written component (3-5 typed pages) and a 20 minute presentation.  Each part will count as 50% of the grade.

  Grading of the written component will be based on:
  adequate treatment of the subject.  Each paper should define the issue, include a brief historical context, present all sides fairly and without bias, and take an informed stand on the issue.
		  accuracy of information
		  quality of bibliography

  Grading of the class presentation will be based on:
		  same criteria as written component
		  originality and style of presentation
		  visual component such as maps, statistics, objects, pictures, etc.

· Students may use sources found on reserve and in reference.  However, students are expected to also use resources found through use of on-line databases. Any use of Internet sites must be approved by one of the Instructors prior to inclusion in the paper.

· Final papers should include names of each group member, the responsibilities each
member had in the project, and a project evaluation from each team member.

  All Contemporary Issues projects are due April 21, so plan ahead!		


Schedule of Classes & Assignments
Spring 2009

	DATE
	TOPIC
	READINGS DUE
	OTHER ITEMS DUE

	
	
	
	

	Jan. 13
Tues.
	Introduction; Stereotypes & Identity
	Sutton: Chapter 1
Reserve notebook:  Identity
	

	Jan. 15
Thurs.
	Origins & Early Indian timeline
	 Reserve Notebook: readings on  your Origins topic
	Origins summaries due;
Choose topics for First Encounters, pow wows, or contributions 

	Jan. 20
Tues
	Who was here, where were they?  Demographics & diversity 
	Hurst-Thomas: pp. 193-196; Reserve notebook:  demographics
	

	Jan. 22
Thurs.
	First Encounters: Moundbuilders 
	
	All MRPs for First Encounters, pow wows, and contributions due & discussions of Town Creek, Cahokia, Grave Creek & Serpent Mound

	Jan. 27
Tues.
	Native Americans & the Land
	Reserve Notebook: land & mounds
	MRP discussions for pow wows & contributions;
Be thinking about topics for SE MRPs

	Jan. 29
Thurs.
	First Encounters: Columbus & others
	Sutton: chapter 2, pp. 24-28
	MRP discussion of Columbus, de las Casas, & Juan Pardo 

	Feb. 3
Tues.
	Test 1
	
	

	Feb. 5
Thurs
	Government policies 
	Sutton: chapter 2, pp. 28-42
	MRP discussions of Harriot & White, & Pocahontas;
Film:  Native Americans – Southeast  (on reserve) by Feb. 19
Choose topics for SE;
NCSS&M pow wow Feb. 7

	Feb. 10
Tues.
	VA & NC Contacts  
	NC: chapter 2, chapter 3, pp. 25-31,
	MRP discussions continue

	Feb. 12
Thurs.
	Missing Persons – NC tribes then & now 
	Christanna to Christy (on reserve); Sutton:  chapter 12, pp. 334-359; & NC: chapter 5
	MRP discussion of Occaneechi;
Be thinking about topics for SW MRP

	Feb. 17
Tues.
	Southeast Culture Area
	
	SE MRPs & discussions

	Feb. 19
Thurs.
	Southeast Culture Area
	
	Response sheet: Native Americans – Southeast; Choose topics for SW

	Feb. 24
Tues.
	Test 2
	
	

	Feb. 26
Thurs.
	 Southwest Prehistory & the Legacy of Kokopelli     
	Sutton:  Chapter 9, pp. 202-210
	 MRPs for early SW & discussions

	Mar. 3
Tues.
	SPRING BREAK !!
	
	

	Mar. 5
Thurs.
	SPRING BREAK !!

	Don’t forget Skinwalkers –
to be read by March 24
	

	Mar. 10
Tues.
	Southwest Culture Area –
Pueblos
	Sutton:  chapter 9, pp. 211-236
	All other MRPs for SW due

	Mar. 12
Thurs.
	Southwest Culture Area – 
Pueblos
	
	Navajo film Kinaalda (on reserve) by Mar. 19

	Mar. 17
Tues. 
	Southwest Culture Area –
Navajo (Diné)
	Sutton:  chapter 9, pp. 237- 248
	MRP SW discussions

	
Mar. 19
Thurs.
	
Southwest Culture Area –
Navajo (Diné)

	
	MRP SW discussions
Response sheet: Kinaalda due at end of class;
Be thinking about topics for Plains MRP;
UNC-CH pow wow Mar. 21

	Mar. 24
Tues.
	Southwest Culture Area –
Navajo (Diné)
	Skinwalkers 
	Skinwalkers  & MRP discussions

	Mar. 26
Thurs.
	Test 3
	
	Choose topic for Plains MRP

	Mar. 31
Tues.
	Native American religions & spirituality 
	Reserve reading
	

	Apr. 2
Thurs.
	Plains Culture Area
	Sutton:  chapter 10;
Black Elk Speaks (relate to your MRP topic!)
	MRP papers due; MRP & Black Elk discussions
Be thinking about Contemporary Issues topics;
NCSU pow wow Apr.7

	Apr. 7
Tues.
	Plains Culture Area
	
	MRP & Black Elk discussions;
Choose Contemporary Issues topics;
Film: In the White Man’s Image (on reserve) due Apr. 14

	Apr. 9
Thurs 
	 Plains Culture Area
	Easter break at end of classes  
	MRP & Black Elk discussions;


	Apr. 14
Tues. 
	Plains Culture Area
& Education  

	Black Elk Speaks wrap-up
	MRP & Black Elk discussions; Response sheet:
In the White Man’s Image 

	Apr. 16
Thurs.
	Test 4 
	
	Haliwa-Saponi pow wow, 
Apr. 18-19

	Apr. 21
Tues.
	Contemporary Issues
	
	CIPs – papers and discussion

	Apr. 23
Thurs
	No class – Celebrating Student Achievement Day 
	Go hear your fellow students research presentations
	

	Apr. 28
Tues.
	Contemporary Issues
	
	CIP discussions

	Apr. 30
Thurs.
	Contemporary Issues 
	
	CIP discussions 

	May 1
Fri.
	Reading Day
	
	all response sheets for powwow attendance due by 5:00 pm

	May 5
Mon.
	Exam period  – 6:00 p.m. 
Film: Pow Wow Highway
	
	Class discussion/test  following film
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