
Cassie Drake ó09 is 

spending this academic 

year teaching English in 

Angers, France. Working 
with  freshmen to masters 

students, she leads oral 

communication classes 

where students discuss the 

US and compare Ameri-

can and French cultures. 

French grad living large in Angers  

Erin Etheridge looks toward PhD  

Spanish / English double 

major Erin Etheridge ó10 

has been accepted by the 

U of Virginia and the U of 

Arizona to pursue a PhD 

in one of these institu-

tions. At UVA, she is the 

Jefferson Fellows finalist; 

at Arizona, she is offered 

a teaching assistantship.   

Whichever doctoral pro-

gram Etheridge finally 

chooses, FLL is fortunate 

that she has a deep love 

for the Spanish language 

and its cultures: 

Etheridge joined Meredith 

College in Fall 2006. Al-

ready an Honors Scholar, 

she was soon also selected 

for a prestigious Presiden-

tial Scholarship.  

Etheridge studied abroad in 

summer 2007 in the Costa 

Rica program led by FLL 

professor Callie Debellis. 

In summer 2008, still curi-

ous to live and study 

abroad, she joined Dr Mary 

Thomasô group in Santiago 

de Compostela, Spain.  
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Other than teaching, 

Drake enjoys walking 

downtown, soaking in the 

language, the old build-
ings, the shop windows, 

and the Angevins.   

During school breaks, she 

has taken advantage of the 

proximity of other coun-

tries by traveling to Italy, 

Switzerland, and Sweden, 

as well as other regions in 

France. 

Drake had previously 

studied in Angers in Fall 
2006, so for her this year 

is a kind of home-

coming . 

Drake is participating in 

the exchange of recent 

grads between Meredith 

College and the Université 

Catholique de lôOuest. 

Over the years, upwards of 

thirty French and American 
young women have partici-

pated in the exchange, 

which benefits grads, their 

students and campuses. 

Among recent Meredith 

lectrices in Angers are Vic-

toria Bunch ó06 and Eliza-

beth Nihart ó07. 

The long-standing ex-

change is supported by the 

Vice President of Aca-

demic Programs, the Dean 
of Humanities and Social 

Sciences, and the Interna-

tional Studies program. 

During her undergraduate 

career, Etheridgeôs hard 

work and enthusiasm for 

the academic life has 

brought her to leadership 

roles in several honor so-

cieties: Alpha Lambda 

Delta, Sigma Tau Delta 

(Pres.), Sigma Delta Pi, 

Kappa Nu Sigma (Treas.), 

Silver Shield (Vice-Pres.). 

Etheridgeôs love for Span-

ish language and literatures 

has bloomed in four years 
of study here. She applied 

to graduate school to pur-

sue a PhD in Spanish lit-

erature. In Dr. Thomasô 

course on Golden Age 

Theater, Etheridge was 

inspired to concentrate her 

PhD on the Golden Age.   

Erin Etheridge consid-

ers her options  

Cassie Drake has a cup of 

chocolat chaud  in Angers  

Our classroom is the world. 



FLL is very grateful for a 

recent check from Natalie 

Braswell ó09 of Winston-

Salem, where she runs  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bevello Boutique.  In an 

a c c o m p a n y i n g  n ot e , 

Braswell stated óThe Span-

ish [program] meant a lot to 
me during my time at Mere-

dith and I'm happy to give 

backô. 

Meanwhile, James W. 

Maxwell of Huntersville, 

NC, has sent a generous 

check in memory of his 

mother, Nelda Wilson Max-

well. Mr Maxwell writes 

that as his mother was a 

French major at Meredith, 
he particularly wants to sup-

port the French program.   

tured French to woo the 

lovely Katharine.   

As studious readers will 

recall, the initial sceneôs 
most notorious lines are 

ó C o m m e n t 

appelez-vous le pied et la 

robe?ô óDe foot, madame; et 

de coun.ô  

Tucker  & Houtchings gave 

a  spirited performance, and 

their period costumes, hair-

styles, gestures and facial 

expressions made a positive 

French majors Andrea 

Tucker and Julia Houtch-

ings recently performed the 

French-language scenes of 
Henry V for Dr Garry 

Waltonôs Shakespeare class. 

Tucker & Houtchings slam-

dunked the well-known 

scenes III.4, in which a gen-

tlewoman tutor teaches a 

French-speaking princess 

the English names for body 

parts; and  V.2,  in which the 

English king uses his frac-

impression on a wildly ap-

preciative class.  

Walton praised the artistes, 

óYou were wonderful!   
Your presence and talent 

and  beautiful appearance 

transformed an ordinary 

class into something special. 

I am profoundly grateful to 

you all for gracing us with 

your performanceô. Even 

Shakespeare couldnôt have 

said it better. 

Alumnae and other friends  

Tucker & Houtchings triumph in Henry V  

of the Vice President of 

Academic Programs, the 

Dean of Humanities and 

Social Sciences, and the 
International Studies office. 

Leport anchors La Table 

française, the French con-

versation table, Wednesdays 

at noon in Belk Dining Hall. 

In February, Leport led stu-

dents of the French seminar 

in a celebration of the bicen-

tennial of the birth of Cho-

pin. The studentsô study of 

the celebrated Polish com-
poser coincided with a week

-long concert series hosted 

by the Department of Music. 

Students Nicole Burgess, 

Claire Dwyer, MiAngela 

Frazier ,  Mariamawit 

Tadesse, Andrea Tucker 

and Wanda Whiteside stud-

ied various aspects of the 

composerôs career, including 

his Polish roots, his relation-

ship with author George 

Sand, and his influence on 

other composers. 

Students also created posters 

for the event, and these were 

displayed prominently in the 

Carlyle Campbell Library. 
Leport contributes with a 

smile to the French program 

and to a vibrant campus life. 

Marie Leport & Compagnie celebrate Chopin  

The department is pleased 

and honored to welcome 

French graduate assistant 

Marie Leport, of Les Lucs 
sur Boulogne, France, for 

the current school year. She 

holds a lecence in ILicence 

Cultures, Langues & Civili-

sations Etrangères from the 

Université Catholique de 

lôOuest. 

Mlle Leport is participating 

in an exchange of recent 

graduates between Meredith 

College and the Université 
Catholique de lôOuest, an 

exchange supported since 

the early 1990s by the office 
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Tucker & Houtchings, Spring 

2009, St Malo, France, home 

port of Breton navigator Cartier  

Marie Leport  is 

all smiles at 

her brotherõs 

wedding in Sep-

tember  

Meredith College 

is grateful for 

the generosity of 

alumnae.  In addi-

tion to  your an-

nual gift to the 

Meredith Fund, 

gifts may be des-

ignated for a 

specific academic 

or college pro-

gram.  

Mardi gras masks  

Students in Dr Machelidonôs 

French 101 celebrated Mardi 

gras by making and describ-

ing fanciful masques. Shown 

is student Courtney Powell in 

eccentric Mardi gras attire. Natalie Braswell ô09 



Spanish graduate Morgan 

Ericson ó09 has recently 

secured a full-time position 

as  a bilingual Clinical Sec-
retary for Labor and Deliv-

ery Triage at Wake Medical 

Center in Raleigh. 

Ericson prepared for her 

new position through study 

and work experiences. She 

had previously volunteered 

at a non-profit medical clinic 

and worked as a bilingual 

clinic assistant. She also 

completed several courses in 
interpretation in the health-

care industry and helped to 

develop the clinicôs first 

interpreter assessment and 

training. In June 2009, she 
began as an intern with 

Wake Medôs Department of 

Interpretation and Transla-

tion Services, soon placing 

at the top level on the inter-

pretation exam.   

Ericson says, óWhile I never 

guessed that I would use my 

Spanish degree in the medi-

cal field, my study abroad 

program, my phonetics 
classes, and my thesis re-

search with Dr. Maldonado-

DeOliveira helped prepare 

me for a challenging fieldô.  

Ericson speaks enthusiasti-
cally of the rewards of her 

work as a medical inter-

preter. She enjoys the chal-

lenge of her jobôs tough pro-

fessional development re-

quirements, but also loves 

her role as a bridge between 

cultures. Along with her 

colleagues at Wake Med, her 

goal is to ógive compassion-

ate and equal healthcare to 
all who seek our servicesô. 

know that Houtchings did 

not stumble or bat an eye 

when pronouncing  the terri-
bly difficult Greek words in 

the program, not to mention 

the French, which she read 

beautifully. 

Houtchings was assisted by 

other members and by Dr 

Véronique Machelidon, Pi 

The French honorary society 

Pi Delta Phi inducted two 

new members, Ashley 

Bekers ó12 and Audrey 

Paquette ó12, at a lively 

ceremony in mid-October.  

Pi Delta Phi President Julia 

Houtchings led the induc-

tion ceremony. Members far 

and wide will be cheered to 

Delta Phi faculty advisor, 

and Dr Pitts. Inductees and 

others contributed French-
language readings. 

Graduate members of Pi 

Delta Phi and family mem-

bers of officers and induc-

tees were honored guests at 

this lovely fall ceremony. 

Alumna Ericson finds bilingual career in medical field  

Pi Delta Phi inducts new members  

of really cool shops or ca-

f®s.ô Bekers likes Stras-

bourgôs proximity to Ger-

many; she also plans to visit 
Amsterdam at some point 

this semester. 

McLain is a French/

Psychology double major 

from Roxboro. She is study-

ing this semester at the Cen-

tre International dôEtudes 

françaises (CIDEF) in An-

gers, France. She loves her 

courses, particularly Expres-

sion théàtrale, and is begin-
ning to travel a bit. Of An-

gers, McLain says, óThe 

people [are] nice, and their 

French easy to understandô. 

Her favorite caf® is óSoftô, 

where many French and 

international students meet 

and hang out. McLain par-

ticularly likes Soft óbecause 

the lady who owns it [is] one 

of the nicest people I have 
metô. 

Spenser Taub, like Bekers a 

French / International studies 

double major,, is also study-

ing this semester at the 

CIDEF in Angers, France. In 

addition to her French 

classes, she is continuing her 

Arabic studies 

Of her experience so far, 

Taub says, ñAngers and 
France are everything I ex-

pected and more. There is so 

much history in even the 

smallest buildings, and An-

gers itself is extremely safe, 

friendly, and filled with 

amazing peopleô. 

French majors explore Strasbourg and Angers  

Three French majors are 

studying in France during 

spring semester: Ashley 

Bekers ó12, Chanell 

McLain ó12, and Spenser 

Taub ó11. 

B e k e r s ,  a  F r e n c h /

International studies double 

major, is enrolled at the 

IIEE, the international 

French studies institute at 

the Université de Stras-

bourg, France. Her rave 

course there is Histoire du 

cinéma français. Her favor-
ite place in Strasbourg is a 

tram-stop called Homme de 

Fer: óIt's easy to get any-

where from there - the foot-

ball stadium for Friday 

games, any of the movie 

theatres, and an assortment 
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ôStudy abroad 

is about so 

much more than 

studying for-

eign language ñ

it's about im-

proving your-

self in all 

areas. It's 

only been a 

little over a 

month and I 

already feel 

like I know 

myself and 

others infi-

nitely bet-

terõ.  

ñ A. Bekers, 

Strasbourg  

(L to r): Pi Delta Phi members Kris-

tin Flora ó09, Lindsey Cooke ó09, 

inductee Audrey Paquette ó12, Julia 

Houtchings, president;  and inductee 

Ashley Bekers ó12 

Morgan Ericson ó09 



During National French 

Week, several students and 

faculty shared a delightful 

dinner, en français, at Café 

Vin Rouge in Durham. 

Student teachers: Already, itõs ôMs Deatonõ and ôMs Danielõ! 

Vin Rouge convives savor gastronomy à la française  

Expo Picasso marks National French Week  

Students of French celebrated 

National French Week in mid

-November  during a visit to 

the Picasso exhibit at the 
Nasher Museum in Durham. 

Entitled óPicasso and the Al-

lure of Languageô, the exhibit 

retraced the influence of lit-

erature on the celebrated art-

istôs work. 
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At Expo Picasso (l. 

to r.): Wanda White-

side, Marie Leport, 

Dr Pitts, Rachel 

Harder, Ashley John-

son, and Béléenne 

Lordéus.  

Shown l. to r.: Katie 

McMillan, Wanda White-

side, Dr Véronique Ma-

chelidon, Dr Virginia 

Knight, Dr Mary Thomas, 

anonymous couple, Dr 

Pitts, Marie Leport, 

Loni Lopez, MiAngela 

Frazier, Ashley Phil-

lips, and ___.  

Le raton laveur Pépé 

rend visite à la fa-

mille BILLAT le 16 

f®vrier, ¨ lõaube! 

ôStudying abroad 

is a MUST! You 

will learn more in 

one day in another 

country than you 

could EVER learn 

in an entire 

semester back 

homeõ. 

Spenser Taub, 

Angers, France  

Kellie Deaton ó10 

Spanish majors Kellie 

Deaton ó10 and Brittany 

Daniel ó10 are completing 

student teaching internships 

in Spanish, both in Wake 
County high schools. 

For four years, FLL has 

been fortunate to enjoy 

Kellie Deatonôs strong work 

ethic and her good spirits. 

Passionate about Spanish, 

Deaton chose not only to 

major in the language but 

also to become a high 

school Spanish teacher. On 

her return from a semester 

of study in Alicante, Spain, 
Deaton, hungry for knowl-

edge, soon joined Professor 

Callie DeBellis for a summer 

study program in Costa Rica.  

Deaton is completing her 

student teaching internship in 
Spanish at Knightdale HS. 

We know that when Deaton 

enters the classroom as a full-

time teacher, students who 

are lucky enough to have her 

as a Spanish teacher will 

never forget ñMs. Deatonò. 

For our part, we will miss 

Kellie and we wish her the 

best in her new career.  

Brittany Daniel came to 

Meredith as a Teaching Fel-
low. In FLL, we are fortunate 

that she soon decided to 

become a Spanish teacher. 

To broaden her cultural and 

linguistic horizons, in 2009 

Daniel studied in Costa Rica 
with Professor DeBellis.  

Now Daniel is excelling as a 

student teacher of Spanish at  

Leesville HS. We know that 

Brittany will be a wonderful 

teacher of Spanish and that 

in her new profession she 

will influence, for the better, 

the lives of innumerable 

young people. We celebrate 

Brittanyôs accomplishments. 

We wish her all success and 
will miss her.  


