
 

[The author of this article, 

Francesca Silverio, is study-

ing this semester in Angers, 

France. She is a committed 

and outstanding student of 

French.] 

When I arrived in France,  I 

was eager to experience the 

different culture that France 

had to offer. At the same 

time I was afraid of not 

adapting to the environ-

ment. Fortunately, I stayed 

with a host family that 

helped me to get acquainted 

with everyday life in 

France. At l’Université Ca-

tholique de l’Ouest in An-

gers, I am studying gram-

mar, theatre, language, his-

tory of France, and phonet-

ics. My favorite class, lan-

guage, teaches the dynamics 

of communication in 

French. We listen to French 

songs and learn new vo-

cabulary. By providing as-

sistance to students needing 

help, teachers show their 

commitment to their job. 

For example, my professor 

takes time each week to 

review concepts and explain 

lessons that I find more dif-

ficult to understand.  

    Angers has offered me 

the opportunity to explore 

new places and to learn the 

history of France. Every 

weekend I explore the city, 

admiring and enjoying its 

beautiful sights. While in 

Europe, I have also visited 

Spain, Italy, Greece, Hol-

land, England , and several 
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La Selva Biological Station, which is 

home to over 1500 species of plants 

and 400 species of birds. They hike 

along rainforest trails, see volcanoes, 

and dance  the salsa! Students also 

As in summers past, FLL’s Callie Debellis 

has again co-organized a six-week 

summer program in Costa Rica for 

students interested in Spanish language 

and the environment. Participants visit 

visit Cabo Blanco Absolute Reserve 

and the San Luis Research Station. 

   Look for pictures of the students’ 

adventures in the next issue of Lingua 

franca! 
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cities in France. This jour-

ney has changed my out-

look on life and has en-

riched my values as a per-

son. I love learning lan-

guages and interacting with 

people from different back-

grounds. Learning French 

in France is a dream come 

true. I strongly recommend 

study abroad because it 

will give you an experience 

you will never forget.  

—Francesca Silverio 

The author, Francesca Silverio, is a French / accounting double major. 

She is completing a semester of study at the Centre International 

d’Etudes françaises (CIDEF) in Angers, France. She is shown here at 

the château de Chenonceaux, in the Loire Valley. 



In late March several FLL students 

attended Richmond’s French Film 

Festival with the trip’s resourceful 

organizer, FLL’s Dr Véronique Macheli-

don. Students enjoyed screenings of 

French films not previously released 

in the US. For some films, students 

also met directors or actors. Year in, 

year out, students rave about this 

annual trip, and 2011 was no exception. 

Sponsored by Virginia Commonwealth 

U and the U of Richmond, the French 

Film Festival is held in Richmond’s 

beautiful Byrd Theatre.  

 Fifteen FLL students attended the 

festival this year:  Shruti Anne, Swetha 

Anne, Nicole Burgess, Holly Demyan, 

Katlyn Haynes, Chelsea Holland, Julia 

Houtchings, Ashley King, Belinda Mo-

taze, Maam Obaid, Busra Olgun, Aud-

rey Paquette, Mariamawit Tadesse, 

Nora Visscher-Simon, and Tania Valle. 

 Two Meredith alumnae, Lindsey 

Cook and Kristen Flora, joined the 

happy group in Richmond. Current 

student Holly Demyan, an artist by 

training and by soul, was enthralled by 

the Byrd Theatre, built in the French 

Empire style by Richmond architect 

Fred Bishop. 

 Students found ten new feature-

length films on the bill, plus two series 

of film shorts. Subject matter and 

tone varied from film to film.  

 Demain dès l’aube (Tomorrow at 

dawn) by director Denis Dercourt is 

about the relationship of two modern-

day brothers, one of them danger-

ously involved in historical re-

enactment focusing on the Napoleonic 

era.  

 For students who—unlike their 

parents’ generation—do not remem-

ber the Vietnam War, there was a 

literary and historical retrospective, 

L’Empire du Milieu du Sud (roughly, 

The Empire of the Middle South). Di-

rected by Jacques Perrin and Eric 

Deroo, the carefully researched docu-

mentary tells the story of the Viet-

namese people from French colonial 

times to the fall of Saigon.  

 A favorite this year was Le nom 

des gens (roughly, Peoples’ last 

names) directed by Michel Leclerc. 

The surface story is about a young 

activist who converts political ene-

mies to her own cause by sleeping 

with them. All goes well until she 

meets a risk-averse forty-something 

with the same name—Arthur Martin—

as a French brand of stove. On a 

deeper level , the film is about origins, 

identity, and community. 

 One or two films dealt with sus-

tainability. Severn is an emotional 

documentary about a 12-year-old 

child’s call to action at the 1992 Inter-

national Earth Summit in Rio. Subtitled 

La voix de nos enfants (The voice of 

our children), the film is directed by 

Jean-Paul Jaud. 

Antilles (Durham: Duke UP, 2008),  For 

Maldonado-deOliveira, the work 

‘challenges myths of gender roles and 

the complex intersections of race, 

class, politics, and sexual economy in 

Caribbean societies’. Appearing in the 

Fall 2009 issue of RMR, this review 

may now be read on-line.  

Two book reviews by FLL’s Dr Debora 

Maldonado-deOliveira were published 

recently, both in the Rocky Mountain 

Review, the journal of the Rocky Moun-

tain Modern Language Association.  

  The first  is a review of Thomas 

Glave, ed., Our Caribbean: A Gathering 

of  Lesbian and Gay Writing from the 

 The second piece, also a book re-

view, has been published in the Spring 

2011 issue of RMR. It considers Mat-

thew Dickerson and David O’Hara, 

Narnia and the Fields of Arbol: The 

Environmental Vision of C.S. Lewis 

(Lexington: UP of Kentucky, 2009).  

 Congratulations to our colleague! 

French film festival gets rave reviews 
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We hear from alums: Since 
the Fall 2010 issue of Lingua 
franca, we have heard from 

several FLL graduates: Juanita 

E. Velázquez ‘03, Page Newsom 

Pelphrey ‘97, Sharon Jeanne 

Rinker Johnson '84, and Susan 

Lampley ‘73. Sincere thanks 
for writing to us! Alums, please 

keep those emails coming! (We 

do not ‘tweet’ in FLL.) 

[kevinh@meredith.edu] 

[pittsb@meredith.edu] 

 

Excitement builds as the theater fills. Byrd Theatre, Richmond, 

site of the French Film Festival. (Photo: Holly Demyan).  

Dr Maldonado-deOliveira publishes two pieces 

Participants in the Sansepolcro 

program, Spring 2011: top row 

(l. to r.): Cathy Rodgers, Col-

leen Gibbons, Courtney Jones, 

Caitlyn Jarvis, Sara Andreini. 

Seated (l. to r.) Emily 

McLaughlin, Terri Jones, Ayla 

Koc, Ashton Herbert, Anne 

Reithlingshoefer. See the re-

lated story, p. 5. 

http://www.frenchfilmfestival.us
http://www.frenchfilmfestival.us
http://rmmla.wsu.edu/ereview/63.2/reviews/maldonado.asp


Kebir Ammi, a Francophone 

poet and novelist born in Mo-

rocco, visited Meredith Col-

lege in early April. The Ful-

bright Scholar-in-Residence  

was educated in France and in 

the US. He is currently a visit-

ing professor at the University 

of New Mexico. 

 Professor Ammi is the 

author of seven novels. These 

include Les vertus immorales 

(2009) and Feuilles de verre 

(2004). His writings often 

deal with cross-cultural con-

nections, exile, migration, and 

shifting identities. He visited 

stay, presenting in French and 

English to modern language 

and international politics 

classes. His topics ranged 

from schools in the French 

banlieues to the modern Mid-

dle East to French immigra-

tion policy. In addition, he 

discussed his recent literary 

works with Dr Machelidon’s 

students of Francophone lit-

erature. His talks were at-

tended by students and faculty 

of FLL and History & Poli-

tics, professors from NC State 

University, and other mem-

bers of Raleigh’s Franco-

phone community. 

meritorious students of Spanish at 

Meredith College: Morgan Bost, Sheila 

Casalett, Elizabeth Craig, Mary Sarah 

O'Bryan, Sayra Portillo, Valerie 

Sherrer, Rebekah Snyder, LaTara 

Sydnor, and Elsa Suria.  

 The highlight of the ceremony was 

the lighting of candles and the solemn 

repetition, by each inductee in turn, of 

the Sigma Delta Pi oath.  

 FLL congratulates the inductees on 

this fine accomplishment and wishes 

them all personal and professional 

success as they pursue their study of 

Spanish and Hispanophone culture. 

Spanish Sigma Delta Pi honorary grows by leaps and bounds 

Sigma Delta Pi, the Spanish honorary 

society, held its induction in early 

April. Drs Jonathan Wade and Astrid 

Billat presided, or vice-presided, at 

the ceremony. 

 Nine students were inducted, 

taking their places in the long line of 

Franco-Moroccan poet and novelist visits Meredith 
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“Before the frontier 
post to which I had 
been escorted I took an 
oath that in spite of 
all obstacles I would 
reach Lhasa and show 
what the will of a 
woman could achieve!” 
— Alexandra David-Neel, 
Franco-Belgian explorer 
and scholar, in My 
Journey to Lhasa (1927) 

Kebir Ammi 

Meredith thanks to a success-

ful grant proposal by Dr 

Véronique Machelidon.  

 Professor Ammi spoke to 

several classes during his 

2011 Sigma Delta Pi inductees  (l. to r.): LaTara Sydnor, Valerie Sherrer, Sayra Portillo, Morgan 

Bost, Sheila Casalett, Mary Sarah O'Bryan, Elizabeth Craig, Rebekah Snyder, and Carolina 

Suria. Photo: Dr Debora Maldonado-deOliveira 

Nineteenth-century wind-

mill near Rocamadour, 

France 



FLL’s spring Reading Day meeting 

included a workshop on assess-

ment presented by Dr Audrey 

Heining-Boynton, professor in the 

School of Education at the Univer-

sity of North-Carolina-Chapel Hill 

and past president of the American 

Council on the Teaching of Foreign 

Languages (ACTFL). Teachers may 

have goals for student learning, 

but are the students reaching the 

goals? Dr Heining-Boynton’s visit 

was supported by a grant secured 

by FLL’s Dr Véronique  Macheli-

don.  

At the FLL awards ceremony in late 

April, Diane Sherman won the annual 

award for best student in intermediate 

or elementary French. Sherman, who 

works in Meredith’s Technology Ser-

vices,  recently completed FRE205 

(Intermediate French I).  At the cere-

mony, Dr Pitts read a congratulatory 

poem with irregular meter and 

rhymes, praising Sherman’s fine 

achievements in French this year. Fé-

licitations! 

Sherman is best in French 

Caitlin Griffin presented to FLL faculty on her 

recent internship with the Wake County Public 

School System (WCPSS).  ‘Pasantía con LEP Fam-

ily Outreach de WCPSS’ described Griffin’s experi-

ence as an advocate within WCPSS for students 

whose parents have limited command of English.  

Once she secured the internship, Griffin worked 

closely with her supervisor, troubleshooting, field-

ing calls, and translating for clients.  A cultural 

note: face-to-face communication with clients, i.e. 

not via telephone or email, is essential. A Spanish 

major, Griffin studied in Mendoza, Argentina, last 

year. (See the related article, p. 7). 

Griffin completes successful WCPSS internship 

Actually, assessment is fun 
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The world is our classroom. 

Diane Sherman and her bilingual prize 

Caitlin Griffin presenting to the FLL faculty 

Dr Audrey Heining-Boynton presented to FLL at its late April 

Reading Day meeting.  

http://www.actfl.org/i4a/pages/index.cfm?pageid=1
http://www.actfl.org/i4a/pages/index.cfm?pageid=1
http://www.actfl.org/i4a/pages/index.cfm?pageid=1


[The author of this reminiscence, 

Susan Lampley ‘73, wrote in response 

to the Fall 2010 issue of Lingua 

franca.] 

 Thank you for the newsletter. 

What a great thing! I just looked over 

the current list of courses and am 

amazed at what is offered now—so 

much better than when I was at Mere-

dith—I was there with Jean Jackson 

There were only a few of us majoring 

in French but our group was close-knit 

and we did have a great time. [Editor’s 

note: The Meredith College Board of 

Trustees discontinued the French 

major in 2010.] 

 Bet you’ve never heard about our 

trip to France, summer of ‘73, when 

Dr Gallaghan took us to see Oh Cal-

cutta! (and yes, they were all nude). 

That’s a story, and I’m sure our par-

ents—and, probably, the Meredith 

faculty—had no idea we’d be seeing 

that play and then going out with the 

actors the next night! 

 In high school, I spent my junior 

year in Paris. That year, 1968-69, was 

quite a year to be there: student riots, 

the Robert Kennedy assassination, 

Olympics in Grenoble . . . It was terri-

bly embarrassing to watch news of 

the US in France, then to explain 

events in the US to my French friends. 

I only telephoned my parents three or 

four times that entire year because 

transatlantic calls were so expensive. 

Imagine that, in the age of email! 

During the student riots, we had no 

telephone service at all for several 

days, and my mother nearly went 

crazy with worry about me. 

 I still love Paris and have been 

back several times to visit my old 

lycée. My school was where Marcel 

Marceau and many other children 

were hidden during World War II. The 

school’s head-mistress  (now de-

ceased) has her name listed in the 

Holocaust Museum in Washington. She 

was one of many who played a crucial 

role in hiding and saving Jews during 

the war. 

 Keep up the good work! The world 

only gets smaller, and it does seem 

that FLL is helping some more Mere-

dith Angels use their wings! 

—Susan Lampley ‘73 

Alum’s memories of Oh Calcutta! in seventies Paris 
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Meredith College is grateful 
for the generosity of 
alumnae. In addition to your 
annual gift to the Meredith 

Fund, you may designate 
gifts for a specific academic 
or college program. 

French honorary Pi Delta Phi holds induction 

At the April induction, new member Laura Jane Williams 

read ‘Ma Vie est une chanson’ by Francis Bebey, and MiAn-

gela Frazier recited from memory ‘Chant Funèbre bangou’ 

by Etienne B. Noume. Shown l. to r.: Dr Pitts, Julia Houtch-

ings, MiAngela Frazier, Laura Jane Williams, and Dr Ma-

chelidon. Photo: Dr Debora Maldonado-deOliveira 

News of Sansepolcro 

Meredith Abroad in Italy has just 

completed its fourth successful 

semester program in Sansepolcro. 

Dr Betty Webb directs the pro-

gram. Eight students lived and 

studied in the Palazzo Alberti for 

fourteen weeks, taking courses in 

Italian language and society and 

electives chosen from art history, 

color theory, education, and mod-

ern drama. Students also partici-

pated in a service learning project 

with local schools.  Cathy Rod-

gers of Meredith’s Department of 

Theatre was the teacher-in-

residence, and additional courses 

were taught by local faculty in-

cluding the associate director, 

Sara Andreini. 

—Kevin Morrison, Director of 

International Programs  



[Note: The author, Busra 
Olgun, attended the 
French Film Festival in 
late March. What were 
her impressions? Read 
on.] 
I truly enjoyed going to 
the French Film Festival 
this spring. Richmond 
itself was very aware of 
the festival and had 
many French restau-
rants, cafés, and a bak-
ery. The food was deli-
cious. Not only college 
students but also many 
people from the North-
east came to Richmond 
to enjoy the films. Most 
everyone around Rich-
mond was speaking 
French, so the city felt 
like a little corner of 
France that weekend. 
My favorite film—and, I 
believe, that of most 

other Meredith stu-
dents—was LôAge de rai-
son. It is a great film.  
I hope that Virginia 
Commonwealth U and 
the U of Richmond will 
hold another French 

Film Festival next year.  
I will definitely attend it! 
I highly encourage other 
students of French to 
attend the festival. It is a 
great experience. 
—Busra Olgun 

Jonathan and Emily Wade welcomed 

daughter Asha to their family in mid-

spring. Dr Jonathan Wade teaches 

Spanish in FLL and Emily Wade is 

pursuing a Meredith MBA. Asha 

Wade was introduced to FLL depart-

ment members at a Reading Day re-

ception in her honor. Among the 

other guests were Dr Cindy Edwards 

and Dr Garry Walton. Little Asha 

slept through a good part of the 

event, but woke up long enough to 

eat and say hello!  

Meet Asha Wade 

Student loved those French films 
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Little Asha with her parents, Jonathan 

and Emily Wade 

All smiles at the French Film Festival in Richmond: Busra 

Olgun (shown at left) and Holly Demyan 



Three French majors  gave illustrated, 

public presentations of their semester

-long research projects in late April. 

Laura Jane Williams discussed the life 

and works of 20th-c. Cameroonian 

poet and musician Francis Bebey; 

Nicole Burgess explored the political 

and literary legacy of the late 18th-c. 

feminist Olympe de Gouges; and MiAn-

gela Frazier spoke on the life and 

works of Charles Baudelaire, poet of 

Les Fleurs du mal. Each student dem-

onstrated poise and thoughtfulness in 

her presentation, also responding fully 

to questions from listeners.  Chapeau, 

tout le monde! 

postgraduate plans yet. In 

the long term, I plan to 

apply to graduate school 

this fall (in order to enter 

in Fall 2012). I will apply 

for dual-degree Masters 

programs in Social Work 

and Public Heath. Both 

fields would help me ac-

complish my ultimate ca-

reer goal(s), namely, to 

work in educational, voca-

tional, and/or health-

related outreach within 

the Latino communities 

in the Southeast.  

 Dr. Debora Maldonado

-deOliveira was an inspir-

[The following was con-

tributed by  Caitlin Grif-

fin ó11. She tells of her 

plans for work and 

graduate study; and pays 

tribute to her internship 

advisor, Dr Debora 

Maldonado-deOliveira. 

See the related story on p. 

4.] 

I graduated from Mere-

dith just yesterday, May 

8, 2011.  Currently I am 

seeking employment in 

any customer service or 

human relations job in 

the local area. I have no 

definite, "immediate" 

ing internship advisor this 

semester. Above all, she 

was always encouraging 

me. She gave  me  great 

advice about how to 

tackle the day-to-day is-

sues I faced in the intern-

ship environment. She 

told me exactly how each 

situation could serve as a 

good ‘learning experience’ 

for the future.  Then, she 

said, I could talk  up these 

very experiences  in fu-

ture job interviews. I am 

so thankful for her guid-

ance!!  

—Caitlin Griffin 

A new grad looks to the future 

French majors present ! 
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Student presenters, l. to r.: Laura Jane Williams, Nicole Burgess, 

MiAngela Frazier 

What is OPI? 

The Oral Proficiency Inter-

view (OPI) is a standard-

ized evaluation of a per-

son’s foreign language 

speaking skills in real-life 

situations. The OPI has 

many practical uses in aca-

demic, business, and gov-

ernment settings. 

 In January, Dr Vilma 

Concha-Chiaraviglio began 

working toward certifica-

tion as an OPI interviewer, 

a process that normally 

takes a year.  

 Concha-Chiaraviglio 

says, ‘I want to use the OPI 

to achieve four main goals: 

1. To help students evalu-

ate their own language 

learning; 2. To evaluate 

students' language skills 

before and after a program 

of study abroad; 3. To gain 

further insights into the 

teaching / learning of a 

foreign language; and 4. To 

inspire and advance my 

own research’. 

Sign in store window, Le Puy, 

France: ‘Don’t leave Le Puy 

without taking along a Child 

Jesus figurine’ 

Just so you know . . . Sign for 

pet lovers in Le Puy, France 



confirmed by my colleagues or alter-

nately to discover that different re-

viewers may be attentive to very 

different qualities or flaws of a paper.  

All in all, this is a great learning ex-

perience for me, as I expand my 

knowledge of a broad and growing 

field of criticism and discover knew 

scholarly authorities in my field.’ 

 A native of Belgium, Machelidon 

holds the doctorate in comparative 

literature from the University of North 

Carolina-Chapel Hill. As noted in the 

Spring 2010 number of Lingua franca, 

her English-language translation of 

Mine de rien, a play by the acclaimed 

Algerian writer and intellectual, Ra-

chid Boudjedra was published by 

University Press of the South in late 

Dr. Véronique Machelidon was recently 

invited to serve as editorial reviewer 

for the Rocky Mountain Review , the 

journal of the Rocky Mountain Modern 

Language Association, a division of the 

MLA.  She accepted and has since 

become a member of the RMR edito-

rial board.  

 Machelidon is responsible for sub-

missions in French and Francophone 

Literatures and Comparative Litera-

ture.  She also serves as the journal’s 

in-house reviewer for articles submit-

ted in French and selects reviewers 

for peer reviews in her disciplines.   

 This is an exciting job for Macheli-

don, who states, ‘It is fascinating to 

see my first impressions of an article 

2009. In addition to sections in French 

language, this semester she taught a 

course in Francophone literature. 

Dr Machelidon is an editor 

Phone: 919 760 8603 

E-mail: doylemar@meredith.edu 

 

Visit our departmental website: 

www.meredith.edu/forlang/ 

Apuntes del director del departamento 

Dr Kevin Hunt, FLL depart-

ment head 

The Department of Foreign Languages and Lit-
eratures marks the completion of another suc-
cessful academic year, despite ongoing chal-
lenges in higher education. This semester we 
celebrated accomplishments in teaching and 
research, held our annual awards ceremony, 
and hosted visiting Professor Chen Xiaodong of 
Dalian, China. In the summer and fall we will 
welcome new freshmen as well as Meredithôs 
eighth president, Dr Jo Allen, who is also an 
alum (ô80). We hope that her leadership will 
bring renewed vigor, expanded language offer-
ings, and increased internationalization across 
campus. 
Many thanks to alumnae and friends of the de-

partment for keeping up with us in Lingua 

franca. Please submit story ideas or updates 

about your accomplishments. Weôd love to hear 

from you and share news of your success with 

others. 

Meredith College 

3800 Hillsborough Street 

Martin Hall 

Raleigh, NC 27607-5298 

Foreign Languages & Literatures 

Meredith College 

Dr Véronique Machelidon 

(file photo) 

A flamingo flocking! As a 

prank, a friend had Dr 

Pitts’s front garden 

‘flamingo-flocked’. Here the 

pink plastic critters are lined 

up, like hungry ants in battle 

formation, heading for his 

front door! 

Students dine chez Dr Pitts 

(l. to r.): Maggie Howard, 

Allison Dupont, Marie 

Leport, Belinda Motaze, 

Nicole Burgess, Béléenne 

Lordéus. 


