
CellphonesAs 
Instructional Tools

www.teachermagazine.org



Cellphonesin the Classroom: 
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Join our new discussion forum on the 
use of cellphonesin the classroom.
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An on-demand archive of this 
webinar is going to be 

available at 
www.edweek.org/go/webinar

in less than 24hrs. 

Please visit often, and send this link to your friends. 

Thanks for taking part today. We really appreciate it.
The Editors



Moderator

Elizabeth Rich, online editor 
at teachermagazine.org and 
editor of the Teacher 
Professional Development 
Sourcebook.

www.teachermagazine.org



Guests

Elliot Soloway, professor, School of Information, 
School of Education, and Department of 
Electrical Engineering and Computer Science, 
University of Michigan.

Cathleen Norris,regents professor in the 
College of Information, Department of 
Learning Technologies at the University of 
North Texas. 



Guests

Ron Myers, principal, Trinity Meadows 
Intermediate School, Keller, Texas.

Liz Kolb, education technology instructor, 
University of Michigan and Madonna 
University; author, Toys to Tools: 
Connecting Student Cell Phones to 
Education.
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www.edweek.org/go/techspotlight

Education Week's Spotlight on Technology brings together 
the latest information and analysis on the use of technology 
in the classroom.

Buy now!

Spotlight on Technology in the Classroom
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Educating the Mobile Generation:
#3 Points

Cathleen Norris 
Regents Professor, University of North Texas
Chief Education Architect, GoKnow Learning, Inc.

Elliot Soloway 
Arthur F. Thurnau Professor, University of Michigan
Chief Strategy Officer, GoKnow Learning, Inc.
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Mobile = (PC + Internet )
2

Point #1: 

Big, Disruptive, Exponential Change

ñThe <mobile> computer 
revolution hasnôt even begun yet.ò 

Alan Kay + <me>
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Nan Chiau Primary School  
(Singapore)

ñLearning My Wayò

Point #2: Unprecedented Opportunities

Rick @ Home

Norris & Soloway
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Point #2: Unprecedented Opportunities

Pencil -
paper

With 
Cellphone

Reading 15% 46%

Math 42% 71%

St Maryôs OH, 

5th Grade

Keller TX, 5th Grade
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Point #3: Sustainableé At Last

Leadership +

Mobile Generation +

Financial Model +

Curriculum integration =

Sustainable!!



Norris & Soloway

ñEd Sec says yes to cell phones in classò
Point #3: Sustainableé At Last
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KMI@TMI

Spring 2009



Overview

ÅThe goal was to pilot a mobile device program 

that develops safe and appropriate uses of mobile 

devices in order to increase student engagement 

and increase student access to academic 

information and curriculum resources. 

Å Integrate mobile computing devices into the 5th

grade classroom



Goals

ÅIncrease technology skills among students

ÅIncrease the depth of knowledge and level of 

understanding in content areas, using the 

Districtôs curriculum

ÅIncrease learning beyond the school day

ÅIncrease responsible and appropriate use of 

technology among students



Why this Technology?

ÅConnectivity

ÅFamiliarity 

ÅInexpensive

ÅConvenience

ÅFeatures

ïCamera

ïTouch screen

ïSoftware



From ñOut There to In Hereò

ÅCampus initiative that originated from a possibility, 

ñWhat if?ò

ÅEntrepreneurial Adventure

ÅDistrict Support

ïBoard and Superintendentôs support

ïCurriculum and Instruction

ïInstructional Technology

ÅHow might we use the local businesses and 

capitalize on their resources for student use?



Teacher Leadership

Å A teacher brought forth an idea, after attending a national 
conference

Å Informal meetings, comprised of district and university 
personnel took place beginning in July, 2008

Å The teacher began researching and establishing 
relationships with people who were working on this issue 
nationally and internationally

Å Meetings with local cellular phone services took place 
throughout July-September

Å A parent representative became instrumental in assisting 
with the project

Å District technology personnel began working with local 
providers to fund the pilot project

Å 55 phones were donated, along with software

Å Parent meeting was held in January, 2009



Outcomes: Intended and Unintended...

ÅStudents were engaged.

ÅStudents became experts.

ÅBased upon real needs, students had to work in a 

collaborative manner.

ÅBased upon real needs, staff members had to 

work in a collaborative manner.

ïWeekly meetings 

ïRepresentatives from various departments

ïParent meetings

ïCurriculum and technology opportunities were merged



Things to Note

ÅUsing KISD curriculum

ÅLessons about safe use of the device

ÅPilot program

ÅUsed when appropriate 

ÅCell phone and texting will be off

ÅInternet will be filtered



Resources

ÅBag contents

ïPhone

ïCharger

ïContact card

ÅAUP ïsign and return white copy, keep pink

ÅInternet Safety Pledge ïsign and return

ÅCell Phone Safety Tips

ÅWebsites

ïKMI@TMI

ïTeacher websites 

http://tinyurl.com/kmi-tmi


S

Using Studentsô Own 

Cell Phones
Liz Kolb

University of Michigan

Madonna University

http://cellphonesinlearning.com

Get Lizôs Contact 

Information

Send a New Text 

Message To:

50500

In Message:

Kolb

http://cellphonesinlearning.com



