[image: image1.png]ME%DITH 3800 Hillsborough St., Raleigh, NC 27607-5298

C O L L E G E




Diversity Council 

Thursday, November 19, 2009
Dogwood B
11:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.
Attending:
Patty Blackwell, Facilities Services

Danny Green, Associate VP for Enrollment, Diversity Council Chair

Donna Knott, Secretary to Council

Sarah May, Apartment Manager, The Oaks

Marina Offner, Admissions Counselor

Tomecca Sloane, Director of Commuter Life and Diversity Programs

Allynna Stone, Director of Teaching Fellows

Not Attending:
Dorothy Ashworth, Alumna Representative

Pam Davis, Director of Human Resources
Shameka Lane, Student Representative, SGA Unity Chair

Kevin Morrison, Associate Director of Study Abroad & International Student Advisor

Wetonah Parker, Professor, School of Education and Director, Teacher Education

Talani Torres, Instructor of Dance

Guests:

Diversity Grant Recipients-

Dana Gay
Laura Fieselman
S Y N O P S I S
Welcome- Danny welcomed members and guests. Dana Gay and Laura Fieselman attended to provide council members with an overview of the diversity grant projects of which they were a part.

Lunch Discussion- Study Circles: The Name

During a recent discussion with Dorothy Ashworth, the name “Study Circles” was brought up.  Although there has been a waitlist for sessions of Study Circles have been conducted in spring of 2008 and 2009, students have mentioned confusion over the program name.  This led to question whether the program should be advertised with a better descriptor.  Possibly enhancing the name would elicit more interest for student participation.  Suggestions for change were to include the word “diversity” in the title to offer clarification of the purpose of the program; e.g. “Eat, Talk, Take Action – Lunch Discussions on Diversity,” to use another name and include “A Study Circle Program” as part of the descriptor, to seek student input for a name that would grab students’ attention, or have the program name relate to campus efforts such as unity and sparking change.  Members will continue to give thought to the discussion and provide feedback as appropriate.
Diversity Grant Project Reports – Laura Fieselman provided an overview of the Community Garden project.   Part of the initial project vision was a community garden that would make plots available to Meredith community members as well as a group of Asian refugees associated with Highland Methodist Church who would benefit from garden space.  However, recognizing that at times of the year gardens can be unsightly if not well kept, the project as completed is a permanent improvement of the space and serves as a framework that can stand alone or support a future potential community garden.  In collaboration with design students from NCSU, Meredith students, space was enhanced between Ledford and SMB with edible landscape features.  Approximately 60 fruit trees and berry bushes have been started as part of Meredith’s sustainability and greening efforts.  Long term, as fruit is produced from this unique project, the space can serve as land labs for classes, provide fruits for campus dining to assist in moving toward more local food or possibly help with donations to local food banks.  It has been cost prohibitive to provide signage at the project site but through this presentation Dana Gay offered to work with Laura on possible solutions to the need.  Melyssa Allen is working on an article about the project.  Laura thanked the council for the grant and provided both hard copy and electronic versions of the project outcomes report. 

Dana Gay provided a slide presentation on the art project Celebrating Diversity and Enriching Lives.  The project vision was for several students to participate, however, the outcome is of one student’s work.  Selecting the Diversity Room in the Cate Center, the project provides several large photographs of work by Kyra Young ’08.  Using her Jamaican friend as the subject, Kyra interviewed, photographed and wrote about her experience of learning more about his culture.  By incorporating diversity into other art projects, 
Gay envisions the space to serve as a “rotating gallery” for other art students to display similar works.  Art classes and others can use the displayed works to prompt discussion about diversity at Meredith and what changes have been seen as a result of embracing issues of diversity.  The vision is to find a permanent location for all pieces of the rotating gallery.
Facilitator Training – After receiving input from participants, December 14th, 1:00 – 4:00 p.m. has been selected as the facilitator training date.  Dorothy Ashworth will conduct the session.  Seven former Study Circle participants will receive training.  More information will be provided as plans develop. 
Announcements- Upcoming events were noted.  Members were also briefly apprised on recent discussions about contacts regarding an exchange program with American University in Iraq, the Kenyan connection, the Angel Tree project, Teaching Fellows food drive and other efforts taking place on campus.
Next meeting – Thursday, January 28, 2010 – 11:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m., Dogwood B.  
The meeting adjourned at 1:00 p.m.   
Respectfully submitted by Donna Knott
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