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C O L L E G E




Diversity Council 

Wednesday, February 27, 2008
Belk Dining Hall – Dogwood B
11:45 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.
Attending:
Danny Green, Associate VP for Enrollment, Diversity Council Chair
Afnan Boutrid, Student Representative

Pam Davis, Director of Human Resources

Sue Kearney, Assistant to the President for Planning and Dean of Institutional Effectiveness

Sarah May, Residence Director, Brewer Hall

Kevin Morrison, Associate Director of Study Abroad & International Student Advisor

Allynna Stone, Director of Teaching Fellows

Tomecca Sloane, Director of Commuter Life and Diversity Programs

Pamela Winfield, Assistant Professor of Religion and Philosophy – Faculty Representative
Not Attending:
Brittany Allred, SGA Unity Council Representative

Dorothy Ashworth, Alumna Representative

Wetonah Parker, Professor, School of Education and Director, Teacher Education

S Y N O P S I S

I.  Welcome – Members were reminded that today’s meeting was starting later so that faculty, students, and staff could participate in the Founder’s Day celebration.
II. Lunch Discussion– Recently there have been flyers of two individuals posted across campus that gave the appearance of “wanted” posters.  While both individuals were being sought by campus security, the lunch discussion was to get members thoughts on distribution of such information and determine whether the Diversity Council can help address this sensitive issue. 
The discussion raised many questions, such as:

· What mechanisms are in place for threats?

· What is the decision process for posting such information across campus?

· Who posts?

· Who removes the information and when?

· Could we use technology better?

· Should more strategic placement be considered?

· How do other campuses handle issues?


Members were in agreement that these concerns need to be addressed.  Sue Kearney will take the concerns to the SMT and will report after her discussion has taken place.  The council will consider having Chief Strickland make a presentation after Sue reports back.

III. Dr. Zenobia Hikes Visit – Tomecca Sloane reminds the council that Dr. Hikes will visit campus on Thursday, March 13th.    Sponsored in part by the Diversity Council, Dr. Hikes will conduct an open forum discussion with faculty and staff from 2:30 – 4:00 p.m. in Harris 214.  She will also make a presentation, Leadership Under Pressure, Thursday evening in Kresge Auditorium.  Contact Tomecca Sloan for more information.  sloanete@meredith.edu or 760-8523  

IV. Study Circles- Announcements for the upcoming Study Circles session have been distributed through e-mail and e-news.  Several requests for participation have already been received.  Council members were offered opportunity to participate since the overall class size is limited to 15.  Dorothy Ashworth will lead the facilitation of the sessions.  Allyna Stone, Tomecca Sloane, and Danny Green will co-facilitate.  The first session will be held on March 12th, 11:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. in Dogwood B.

V. Diversity Grants – Campus announcements about the availability of applications have been distributed through e-mail and e-news.  Grant application deadline is March 14th.  A brief discussion was held about this year’s grant awards.  Some projects never got off the ground.  However, a time needs to be scheduled to have grantees of active projects to provide an Outcomes Report to the council. The suggested deadline for reporting was July 1, 2008.
VI. Celebrating Student Achievement Day- Dr. Rebecca Duncan presented information about this year’s event.  It was requested that the council continue the past traditions of providing lunch entertainment and recognizing student research projects through distribution of outstanding achievement certificates.  Lunch will be in the library courtyard with the student poster exhibit taking place in the library.  Dr. Duncan will send the CSA Day program when it’s available and will also send abstracts of the student research projects.  Tomecca Sloane will investigate entertainment by a dance group from NC State and Afnan Boutrid will investigate the possibility of Arab music entertainment.  
VII. Upcoming Events – Known events were discussed briefly.  
VIII. Announcements - Tomecca Sloane shared that a Unity Day event will not take place this year unless faculty and staff take the lead.  She also noted that the Tunnel of Oppression event is moved to April 1st, 6:00 p.m. in Ledford basement.  
Allynna Stone shared that the Teaching Fellows program is having a diversity retreat.  The focus will be on providing a welcoming classroom for GLBT students.  
Sarah May shared that the Residence Life Diversity Committee is sponsoring an event for students to paint tee shirts.  The “I ♥ _____” event will encourage expressions of gratitude.
Members were reminded of the upcoming convocation scheduled for March 18th 7:00 p.m., Jones Auditorium.  Dr. Mohammad Hafez, author and professor from the University of Missouri in Kansas City will lecture on “Dying to be Martyrs: The Puzzling Phenomenon of Suicide Bombers.”
Members were thanked for their attendance.  The meeting was adjourned at 1:30 p.m.


Respectfully submitted by Donna Knott
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