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C O L L E G E




Diversity Council 

Thursday, February 25, 2010
Dogwood B
11:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.
Attending:
Patty Blackwell, Facilities Services

Pam Davis, Director of Human Resources
Danny Green, Associate VP for Enrollment, Diversity Council Chair

Donna Knott, Secretary to Council

Shameka Lane, Student Representative, SGA Unity Chair

Kevin Morrison, Associate Director of Study Abroad & International Student Advisor

Marina Offner, Admissions Counselor

Tomecca Sloane, Director of Commuter Life and Diversity Programs

Allynna Stone, Alumna Representative
Not Attending:
Dorothy Ashworth, Alumna Representative

Sarah May, Apartment Manager, The Oaks

Wetonah Parker, Professor, School of Education and Director, Teacher Education

Talani Torres, Instructor of Dance

Guest:

Edna Collins

Francie Cuffney
S Y N O P S I S
Welcome- Danny welcomed members and guest Edna Collins.  Francie Cuffney also joined the meeting.   
Lunch Discussion- Recent events and decisions of the Wake County Public Schools System were discussed.  Members were provided two articles from the News and Observer to prompt discussion.  Members agree that the possibility of school re-segregation caused by a return to neighborhood schools will have impact on Meredith in the not-too-distant future.  The challenges of other districts who have taken this approach to education all impact student preparedness.  As well, the impact on Meredith faculty recruitment and retention may be felt.  Members recommended that conversations be made with alumnae who teach in the WCPSS schools to determine if Meredith can help in development of strategies to ease the challenges experienced through this change.
Diversity Grant Project – Edna Collins provided an overview of her project Making Room in the Circle for which she received a Diversity Grant.  Through collaboration with student and community groups, 44 people participated in the program.  Focusing on LGBT families, participants explores their attitudes about working with LGBT families, gained a better understanding about the needs of LGBT families and discussed the barriers and challenges of creating a welcoming environment in the classroom.  Feedback indicates the program was successful and Collins noted that needs of current MC in programming were realized through the presentation.  She noted similar opportunities are needed for the greater campus community.  One such strategy discussed was to bring a speaker to campus in conjunction with Safezone and Study Circles training. 
Celebrating Student Achievement –  Guest Francie Cuffney reported that Jim Waddelow will be providing lunch entertainment this year.  The CSA committee would like to see student certificates for research of topics of diversity continue as well as ribbon recognition for qualified poster session displays.  Cuffney suggested the Diversity Council contact Cheryl Jenkins to see if any assistance is needed with the “Catalyst for Change” showcase that will take place at the library during lunch.  After discussion, it was decided that Meredith Hues students will sit at lunch tables to facilitate discussion and share stories of their journey to Meredith.     
Diversity Grant Update – Campus announcements went out February 3rd through enews and an emp_all email.  Deadline for submission is March 12th.  Only one inquiry has been made of Danny Green.  The message was not specifically sent to students.  Danny will get that message out.
Study Circles Update – Tomecca Sloane will request that Miranda McCall serve as a backup facilitator and Kevin Morrison will assist if possible.  Campus announcements went out on February 12th and personalized student emails were sent this morning.  There has been no response from faculty and only a few responses from staff.  The session can accommodate twelve participants and three facilitators.  Tomecca and Allynna are developing the first agenda and will send a request for printing of handouts to Donna.  Donna will prepare the session folders and ensure meeting materials presented are ready for each meeting.  
Announcements- Tomecca Sloane noted that Dr. Jane Smith from Spelman will be the speaker for the Sloane Leadership and Diversity Dialogue on March 31st at 6:00 p.m. in Jones Chapel.  Funding assistance for the reception was requested.  Danny requested more information from Anitra Manning or Tomecca.  
Next meeting – Thursday, March 25, 2010 – 11:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m., Dogwood B.  
The meeting adjourned at 1:40 p.m.   
Respectfully submitted by Donna Knott
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