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CORE 100 -  The Context of Culture

Spring 2005~MW 3:30-4:50  -  Harris 102

Dr. Xxxxxx  Xxxxxxxxxx, Ph.D.

100 Carroll Hall  -  Office Hours:  M-F:  8:30-9:30 
            Phone: 760-xxxx / Xxxxxxx@meredith.edu   

Course description: 

CORE 100, The Context of Culture  -  Students will explore their own cultural identities in relation to the historical development and interaction of various indigenous and immigrant groups who have come to comprise the people of the United States today.  These studies will address the overriding question: “ how do individuals and groups relate to the broader context of society?”  All readings, stories, activities, and research will invite students to explore various aspects of our society and to discover ways groups and individuals have found and continue to seek a meaningful role in the contemporary life of the United States.  The class will be highly interactive and collaborative as members examine differing beliefs, images, and values among cultural groups and ideologies and seek solutions to complex matters of race, ethnicity, gender, class, sexual orientation, ability, and religion. 
Educational outcomes:  
Upon successful completion of this course, students will :

· examine their personal and cultural identities;

· apply critical thinking and reading skills in challenging stereotypes;

· identify the connections between their own cultures and the larger society;

· recognize the contributions of groups and the potential conflicts that may result;
· identify the foundational American ideals and examine their implementation over time;
· gain important historical, sociological, and artistic perspectives on diversity;

· demonstrate fundamental technology competencies (office productivity suite software and electronic communication.).

Course requirements:
Students will be expected to:

· Complete all reading, written and oral assignments;

· Participate fully in all reflection sessions
· Deliver oral presentations on brief research topics; 

· Write an in class essay on one book assigned to be read;

· Complete one research paper of  5-7 pages;

· Develop and present one group project (as a concluding experience);

· Write a written component to the group project. 

· Complete two exams. 
Required Texts:

Valuing Human Differences, Koppleman (Prentice Hall)  
Mercury Reader
And various other articles on reserve in the library or posted on the course Blackboard site.

Composition of Final Grades:

Class participation



15%

Reflection Papers and oral presentation

20%

Research Paper  




15%

Book essay




10%

Concluding Group Project & written summary
20%


 
 

Two exams on textbook material


20%






100%

Grades are based on the following scale:


92-100
A

84-91
B

76-83
C

66-75
D

A word on grading.

Assessment in this course is based on work that requires a range of talents and calls on different thinking styles/intelligences.  In general, a grade of “C” on an assignment shows that the student addresses all assignment criteria at an acceptable level.  A grade of “B” addresses all assignment criteria well.  A grade of “A” will impress me by addressing all criteria exceptionally well, by taking an extra step and/or by showing evidence of superior reflective thinking, imaginative thinking, and/or problem solving.

Base Cooperative Groups:
You will be a part of a group of 4 or 5 other people from the class (We will divide into base groups within a week of the class starting). Base group members will need to exchange phone numbers and email addresses immediately. Group members should act as each other’s support network for the class. If you miss a class, your group members (not the instructor) should share notes and any missed hand-outs with you. The more you work to support and encourage each other in the course, the stronger support group you create for yourselves.
Fundamental Technology Competency (FTC) Requirement in General Education

FTC addresses expectations of all students in all disciplines, and thus is a component of the General Education Program requirements.  Most students will meet these competencies through successful completion of specific assignments in CORE 100 and in a required mathematics (MAT) course.  Assignments in this course that you must pass with a “C” or better to fulfill PART of the competencies are marked in the syllabus as follows: *FTC*  See the general education website http://etc for a full explanation of the FTC requirement.
Reflection papers and short oral presentations:  
During the semester you will be complete reflection papers based on your assigned out-of-class experiences. These papers will be written after your scheduled reflection sessions and handed in to me on the following class day. The first of these papers will be sent to your instructor as an E-mail attachment.  It will be evaluated and critiqued for editing.  You will receive the critiqued document via a returned Email attachment and be required to edit your original and attach the edited document in Email back to your instructor*FTC*.  You will also be assigned an individual project to formulate a research-based oral presentation in class.  This 10 minute presentation must be supplemented by presentation software (e.g. MS Powerpoint…).  The computer presentation will include data entered in spreadsheet software and displayed graphically, and images or video downloaded into the presentation*FTC*.  Reflection papers 10% and presentation 10% of your final grade. 

Out-side Activities and Reflection Sessions:

You will be expected to attend various outside activities for this course. Some of these events will be free but a few may have a small attendance charge. If you do not participate in an assigned off-campus activity, 5% will be deducted from your final grade for the course. for You will attend 6 reflection sessions during the semester on Wednesdays from 7-8:50 pm, to discuss the previous outside activity. These reflection sessions are mandatory and missing a session will cost you ½ letter grade on your final grade for the course.  Come to these sessions on time, alone (no guests!), with a positive attitude and ready to participate.  This course carries 4 credit hours and the activities and reflections sessions are the way you complete this 4th credit hour. Student leaders who will report on your attendance and your participation and attitude (but not on your words*) will lead these sessions.  If you must miss an event or reflection session due to illness or bereavement, make-up sessions will be scheduled.  Report your reason for absence directly and as soon as possible to your instructor by E-mail.  * Reflection group discussions are confidential.
Book Essay:
A list of books will be given out a few weeks after the beginning of the semester. You will choose a book from the list to read (get this from any local bookstore or from the Meredith library) and will be given an assignment with more detail on writing about the book and how it ties in with other course material later. This will be an in-class writing assignment and you may bring whatever materials you choose when you write about the book. This will account for 15% of your final grade.
Research Paper:

You will be completing one research paper of 5-7 pages length. Your paper will be based on specific issues or questions generated by the book you choose for the class. You will be choosing a topic and given more detail about the paper requirements on a handout. This will account for 10% of your final grade. 

Collaborative group work and Presentation:

A major assignment in this course requires you to complete a group project on a relevant topic with other class members. You will work with your base group on this final project for the course.  The structure and topic of this project will be proposed by your group and approved by me.  It should, however, be focused on a particular ethnic group or “aspect of culture” (class, race, gender, religion, sexual orientation, etc.) and should include a focus on that group or issue in the Piedmont – Research Triangle area.  Part of your grade for this project will be determined by reports from your group members on the quality and quantity of your individual participation. 

Final Project

More information will come your way later.  However, your grade for the project will be based on three components (all are due at the time of our scheduled final exam):

1.
A group presentation 

2.
A group-written summary of the research, conclusions, and ties to other course material 

3.
An individually-written rating of the quality and quantity of each individual’s participation.

Blackboard course materials: *FTC*

In this course you are required to use Blackboard for completing assignments, downloading readings, reading material from websites, and communicating with your Base Group and the course instructor. 

Attendance policy & cell phone policy:

Enrollment in a college course constitutes a commitment to attend all classes and assigned activities for that course.  Due to the amount of in-class activities, missing even one class may have a negative impact on your grade. More than three unexcused absences will require a meeting with the instructor and may result in one letter reduction in your final grade. Four or more unexcused absences may result in failure of the class. Attendance at the reflection sessions is mandatory. Any unexcused absence will lose you ½ letter grade on the final grade for the course.  The reflection leaders will take attendance and your participation will also affect your grade. Come to these sessions prepared and ready to participate.  All forms of cell phone use are prohibited in all CORE 100 classes and reflection sessions.  If you have a legitimate emergency requiring you to be in touch through your cell phone please inform me before class and put your phone on “vibrate” if possible.  This policy will be strictly enforced and each violation will result in a 2 point deduction from your class participation (CP) grade (i.e. if your grade is perfect otherwise you’d receive 13 instead of 15% in CP.)  

Library Information Literacy

If you have not completed English 111 prior to this course, you will need to put effort into learning about how to do research using library resources.  It is your responsibility to make every effort to familiarize yourself with the many resources available in the Meredith library—including our excellent research librarians.  The Carlyle Campbell Library website is a valuable resource for you.

Disability policy:

Any student in this course who manifests a documented learning or physical disability will be accommodated in a manner that shows respect for her person and in a manner that maintains confidentiality.  A plan of action for accommodations will be developed in cooperation with the Meredith College Counseling Center.  Please make an appointment with me at your earliest convenience to discuss any concerns you may have in this regard. 

Meredith College honor code:

Students are expected to uphold the provisions of the Meredith College honor code as described in the Student Handbook.  
Meredith College Statement of Honor 

We, the Meredith Community, are committed to developing and affirming in each student a sense of personal honor and responsibility.  Uncompromising honesty and forthrightness are essential elements of this commitment.  The Honor System is a method by which individual honors are protected and maintained.  Any dishonorable action will be regarded as a violation of this commitment, and corrective action will be taken.

If I am in violation of the Honor Code, to prevent jeopardizing the Honor System or weakening our system or self-government, I have an obligation to report myself to the proper authorities.  If I am aware of a violation of the Honor System by another student,

I shall call this matter to the attention of that student as a violation of responsibility to the community.

In choosing Meredith College, I am accepting the Honor System as a way of life.  As a Meredith student, I am responsibility for insuring that the Honor System is at all times carried out.

Inclement weather policy:

In the event of snow, ice, and other things not nice, this class will be held if Meredith College is officially open.  The Meredith College inclement weather line will provide information on the college’s being open or closed due to weather conditions and the number to call is (919) 832-8878. 

Community Events and Reflection Sessions  

To reiterate, you will be expected to attend various community events for this course.  Some of these events will be free but a few may have a small attendance charge.  These events and the reflection sessions constitute the 4th hour of this 4-credit class and are mandatory. 







