Ethics courses

As with all the goals of general education, ethical awareness is developed in many courses throughout the curriculum, whether in history, literature, cultural perspectives, or in the social and natural sciences. The ethical thread is focused in a particular ethics intensive course offered in a discipline of the student’s choice.  In this course ethical considerations become a central emphasis and the student examines the structure and patterns of ethical thought involved in that discipline or professional area.  The cumulative goal of the ethical emphasis in general education is for the student to develop her capacity for thoughtful moral judgment and her commitment to expressing her moral values in an increasingly diverse world.

Criteria

A course offering focus on the ethical thread must meet the following criteria:

1. Introduces students to broader conceptual frameworks and models for ethical reflection and ethical decision-making;

2. Educates students in the ethical theories, principles, and/or codes of ethics relevant to the field of study;

3. Increases students’ awareness of the variety of moral perspectives;

4. Engages students in case studies, practice exercises, or some other contextually-based activities applicable to the field of study.

Student learning outcomes

In the ethical thread course, students will be able to demonstrate the following outcomes: 

1. knowledge of basic concepts, principles, and procedures of ethical reasoning;

2. ability to exercise the skills and tools of ethical analysis and decision-making in the issues of the disciplinary or professional field of application;

3. recognition and understanding of moral perspectives different from her own;

4. readiness to participate in public discussion and the formulation of public policy relevant to the particular field of study.

